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Introduction 


The late Middle Kingdom in ancient Egypt, c. 1850 to 1700 BCE, is 
exceptionally rich in undisturbed burials of women. These tombs are of- 
ten lavishly equipped with jewelry of the highest quality. Much of this 
jewelry has been regularly depicted in books on ancient Egypt. The buri- 
als are not often discussed as a whole, however; the other object types 
found in them are frequently barely mentioned. In this book my aim is to 
fill this gap. In the first part I provide a description and synthesis of the 
latest research on several of the most important late Middle Kingdom 
burials belonging to women. In the second part I give an overall view of 
late Middle Kingdom burial customs, again with the main focus on burials 
of women. An advantage of studying female burials is that in them certain 
trends in burial customs are particularly visible, such as concentration on 
the social identity of the tomb owner and “Osirification” (discussed in 
Chapter 4) in the “court type burials.” The technology of jewelry produc- 
tion, already covered by several other expert studies, is not the subject of 
the book.! 

Studies of ancient Egyptian burial customs often concentrate on in- 
scribed objects of the funerary industry. These include coffins, canopic jars, 
shabti figures, funerary papyri, and amulets. Especially from the Rames- 
side Period onward, these are certainly the most important items placed 
in the burial chambers, next to or on the deceased. Looking at the whole 
of Egyptian history and across all social classes, however, the picture is 
different. A wide range of uninscribed objects was placed in the tomb, in- 
cluding many items that had already been used in daily life, such as pottery 
vessels, cosmetic items, tools, and jewelry. Taken together, these latter 
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types of burial goods constitute by far the highest proportion of items 
placed in burials, while purpose-made funerary objects were restricted to 
certain periods and to higher social levels. Few of the objects that appear 
in general books on Egyptian funerary customs, such as coffins, canopic 
jars, and mummy masks, were found in the tombs discussed in this book. 
Mummification was not yet fully developed in the Middle Kingdom, and 
all the women described in this book were found as skeletons. 

Particularly in more popular works, it is often stated that ancient 
Egyptian women had special rights compared to women from other an- 
cient cultures.” This impression may date back to the late nineteenth cen- 
tury, when most Egyptologists had undergone a broad classical education. 
They compared Egyptian women with those of classical antiquity and of 
European societies in their own time, where women indeed had few rights. 
In contrast, on many monuments Egyptian women appear next to their 
husbands and almost equal in size, while texts reveal that in court cases 
women and men had identical rights. Despite this, however, there is no 
doubt that ancient Egypt in the late Middle Kingdom, the period covered 
by this book, was a fully patriarchal society. Among the three hundred 
rulers during some three thousand years of ancient Egyptian history up to 
about 300 BCE, there were only a few female rulers with the full royal tit- 
ulary’ (Neferusobek, Hatshepsut, Neferneferuaton, and Tawesret). There 
are several cases where a king’s mother ruled for her son in his infancy. 
This too has been taken as evidence that women had special power in 
ancient Egypt. Such instances of maternal coregency prove almost the 
opposite, however: a mother ruling for her son is typical of a patriarchal 
society, where the mother often plays an important part in family life.* 
In religion too the dominant role of men is visible. Indeed, in the burial 
equipment of the Middle Kingdom and later, women were identified with 
the male underworld god Osiris. It was only in the Ptolemaic Period that 
they were identified with a female deity.’ 

What remains true is that women in ancient Egypt had the same le- 
gal rights in court cases as men. There were some women with a certain 
amount of economic power, and women were fully present in the public 
sphere, not hidden away in the house as in classical Athens, for example. 
The Egyptian evidence can be compared with that for women in Mesopo- 
tamia, where there were also a few female rulers and where there was even 
a female poet at the end of the third millennium BCE (something ancient 
Egypt cannot offer, as no named poets are known for certain there). 
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THE LATE MIDDLE KINGDOM 


After the First Intermediate Period, when Egypt was divided into two 
political units, the country was reunited around 2000 BCE under the 
Eleventh Dynasty king Mentuhotep II. This marks the beginning of the 
period Egyptologists call the Middle Kingdom. Until the end of the Elev- 
enth Dynasty the royal cemeteries of the ruling family and its court were 
at Thebes, in the south of the country. Here the king built a huge mortu- 
ary temple with the tombs of the courtiers around it, including those of 
the royal women’ and the highest officials. Mentuhotep II reorganized 
the administration of the country, launched a building project renovat- 
ing many temples in Upper Egypt, and began military campaigns against 
Egypt’ neighbors. 

At the beginning of the ensuing Twelfth Dynasty, around 1975 BCE, a 
new residence was founded: Itjtawy (“seizer of the two lands”), in the north 
of the country, about sixty kilometers south of modern Cairo at the border 
of Upper and Lower Egypt, in a region the Egyptians considered to be 
the middle point of their country. Near this capital, at a place today called 
Lisht, were built the pyramids of the first two kings of the new dynasty, 
Amenemhat I and Senusret I. Around these pyramids a huge cemetery de- 
veloped where the national ruling class of the early Twelfth Dynasty was 
buried. Amenemhat II, the third king of the dynasty, chose Dahshur as the 
new site for his pyramid, but Lisht remained an important cemetery till 
the end of the Middle Kingdom in the late Thirteenth Dynasty. 

The Eleventh Dynasty and the first part of the Twelfth Dynasty con- 
stitute the most decentralized period of ancient Egyptian history. Cer- 
tainly, in all periods people of wealth lived not only in the royal residence 
but also in important towns, and there were temples and tombs all over 
the country. In the first half of the Middle Kingdom, however, there were 
many wealthy and powerful local governors in different parts of Egypt 
who were able to quarry huge rock-cut tombs decorated with paintings 
and reliefs. The burial chambers of these monumental tombs have most 
often been found looted, but the few remains in them show that these 
regional governors were buried with a rich array of objects, most of them 
from the local workshops of a funerary industry.’ In this period, tombs 
were often equipped with wooden models showing carpenters, potters, 
ships, servants, and the production of food. Coffins were decorated on the 
inside with long religious texts known as Coffin Texts. 


4 INTRODUCTION 


In about the middle of the Twelfth Dynasty, after the reign of Se- 
nusret II, major changes in the political landscape of ancient Egypt are 
visible. These mark the beginning of the late Middle Kingdom. First of 
all, the large provincial tombs of governors disappeared, and there were 
no longer cemeteries for the local ruling classes who worked for them. 
People were still buried in the provinces, and there are still some quite 
rich tombs of people not belonging to the local government. The early 
Middle Kingdom governor tombs are a most important source for cof- 
fins with religious texts. As a result of the disappearance of local gover- 
nor court cemeteries, decorated coffins are much rarer in the late Middle 
Kingdom and seem to be restricted to just a few cemeteries, most of them 
in one way or another connected to the royal court. The wooden models 
so typical of the early Middle Kingdom also disappeared in the middle of 
the Twelfth Dynasty. Evidently this reflects a shift in religious beliefs. The 
wooden models seem to indicate that a major concern of the deceased was 
to secure the eternal food supply and the supply of material goods. With 
the disappearance of these wooden models, other aspects clearly became 
more important for the eternal afterlife. 

In the late Middle Kingdom, local governors are still attested, for ex- 
ample on seals and temple statues, but it seems that they had diminished 
resources. The wealth of the country was now concentrated at a few places 
connected with royal activities. One was the region between Memphis and 
the Fayum. It was here that the royal pyramids were built, and most likely 
the royal residence, and here also were the burials of the highest court 
officials. In the Fayum several temples were erected, the most famous be- 
ing a complex next to the pyramid of Amenemhat III at Hawara, known 
in later periods as the “labyrinth.” Another focal point was Abydos. This 
was the center of the cult of the underworld god Osiris. Here, king Se- 
nusret II built a huge tomb where he may have been buried, although he 
also had a pyramid in the north at Dahshur. Statues and stelae of officials 
were placed in the temple of Osiris. In the cemeteries next to the town, 
officials erected small chapels equipped with stelae and statues. These of- 
ficials wanted to be, at least symbolically, close to the offerings made to 
Osiris. The third center of the late Middle Kingdom was Thebes. Here 
there was a royal palace, where it seems the kings spent a considerable 
amount of time. Officials followed the king, and there is good evidence for 
a flourishing late Middle Kingdom cemetery in Thebes. Although most 
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tombs were found heavily looted, the available evidence indicates many 
richly equipped burials. 

Preserved from the late Twelfth Dynasty are a large number of undis- 
turbed burials of royal women, buried close to the pyramids of the kings. 
These burials were especially well equipped with jewelry of the finest 
quality. They also included a set of royal insignia identifying the deceased 
with Osiris. The late Middle Kingdom was without question the classical 
period of Egyptian gold work. The pectorals and other items found are of 
the highest aesthetic and technical quality. Such workmanship reaches a 
high point under Senusret II and his successor Senusret III, while under 
Amenemhat IH a decline is already detectable. Although some of these 
burials were close to the pyramid of Amenemhat II and to those of Senus- 
ret II at Dahshur and Lahun, it seems that all these women were buried 
after Senusret II and therefore belong to the late Middle Kingdom. 

After the Twelfth Dynasty with its long reigns, the Thirteenth Dynasty, 
by contrast, had many short-reigning kings. In terms of culture, there is 
no visible break. Few royal pyramids of this period have been excavated, 
which might be one reason there are so few comparable royal “jewelry 
tombs.” From the Thirteenth Dynasty, however, at least one burial of a 
royal woman is known, showing the same pattern of burial goods as for 
the royal and high-status women of the Twelfth Dynasty. 

In addition to these burials of royal and high-status women, excava- 
tors have found and recorded several other burials of women from all 
around the country, which are also richly equipped with jewelry, though 
often with few other burial items. For comparison, these tombs are also 
discussed in this book. In terms of jewelry there are some similarities to 
the tombs of the princesses in the royal cemeteries. The rest of the tomb 
equipment, however, is often very different and even quite limited. With- 
out the presence of jewelry many of the tombs would in fact appear rather 
poor. Nevertheless, the burials of these women, who did not belong to the 
royal court, attest to a wider spread of wealth in the late Middle Kingdom.® 


BURIAL GOODS: AN OVERVIEW 


In many cultures around the world people were buried with objects. 
These range from single items to the richly equipped tombs of the Egyp- 
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tian New Kingdom or the similarly richly equipped burials in many pe- 
riods of Chinese history. Burial goods are not found in all cultures. This 
is especially true for the modern (Western) world, where burial goods are 
not common at all, although the Christian and the Islamic faiths teach 
belief in an afterlife. Nevertheless, some kind of burial arrangement is 
found even in Christianity and in the Islamic world. In a medieval Islamic 
cemetery in southern Egypt personal adornments were still sporadically 
present, and the deceased were sometimes found wrapped in a decorated 
sheet of linen.’ In Europe people are placed in a coffin or urn and wrapped 
in a shroud or some other type of garment, even priests are buried in their 
official garments." It is said that the actor Bela Lugosi, who gained fame 
playing Dracula, was buried in his iconic Dracula cape.'! Today, flowers 
are typical grave goods often presented by family members and friends of 
the deceased and placed on the coffin.” 

Grave goods generally had the function of providing the deceased with 
some kind of support for the afterlife, but in some cultures or contexts 
they had almost the opposite purpose, being put there to prevent the dead 
from coming back." To complicate matters, objects in graves are some- 
times not grave goods at all. It is reported that the few objects sometimes 
placed in graves of the Nankanse people in Ghana belong to living people 
working at the funeral whose souls are thought to get trapped in the grave. 
To avoid death, an item belonging to each of these people is placed in the 
burial.'* 

In general terms there are two types of burial goods. There are the ob- 
jects of a funerary industry, and there are the objects taken from daily life. 
A subgroup of the objects of a funerary industry are those used in rituals 
performed in funerary rites and afterward placed in the tomb chamber. 
It is evident that there are overlaps between these groups. Coffins are 
most likely always specially prepared for a tomb, though in ancient Egypt 
deceased children were often placed in boxes or vessels," objects perhaps 
already used in daily life.'° 

The following discussion tries to collect some of the most common 
reasons for placing burial goods in graves. There are certainly overlaps 
between the categories mentioned. A servant figure placed in the burial of 
an official might have had the function of providing physical help so that 
the deceased was not forced to work in the afterlife. Such a figure, how- 
ever, might also confirm the social status of the deceased, emphasizing 
that he or she was an owner of servants and an estate. 
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Containers for the Body 


Containers for the body of the deceased are the most common burial 
goods, found in most cultures around the world. In Egyptian burials these 
are boxes, pottery vessels, coffins,” and in a wider sense mummy masks 
and perhaps also the burial chamber in general. In Egypt there developed 
for high-status burials the custom of a nest of coffins, one inside another, 
something also often found in China,'* where burial customs were elabo- 
rate and perhaps comparable to those of Egypt. In Egypt there also devel- 
oped the custom of placing masks over the face of the deceased, something 
again attested in Han Dynasty China, although the Chinese “masks” are 
actually protective shields placed over the head.!” Indeed, masks for the 
deceased are quite widely known all over the world. Metal burial masks 
are attested in South America.” Gold masks appear in Parthian Meso- 
potamia, but they are also known from the Black Sea and Sidon.?! Other 
containers for bodily remains are urns, common in cultures where the 
body of the deceased was burned, and ossuaries, boxes into which only the 
bones of the deceased were placed. 


Equipment for the Journey into the Afterlife 


Burial equipment for the journey into the afterlife implies a belief in an- 
other world to or though which the deceased travels. As most cultures 
have a belief in an underworld,” equipping the deceased with objects im- 
portant for a journey is common in many cultures.” It is well attested in 
the Hellenistic world, where the deceased was buried with an obol for 
Charon, the ferryman to the underworld. Similar ideas are known from 
China, where the deceased were dressed comfortably for the journey. Fur- 
thermore, they received rice to feed dangerous dogs that were believed to 
attack the travelers on their way, and staffs for beating them off.”* Certain 
Mesopotamian cuneiform texts clearly state that burial goods were provi- 
sions for the deceased’s journey. These included footwear, a belt, water, 
and some food.” 

In most cultures mainly known from archaeology, however, written 
sources are absent, and the reasons objects were placed in tombs remain 
guesswork. Equipping the deceased for the journey into the next world is 
often given as an explanation for burial goods, although hard evidence is 
lacking. For burials in Bahrain, vessels placed in the burial were explained 
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in this way.” Lamps found in tombs are sometimes explained as providing 
light for the journey into the dark underworld, which in many cultures 
was indeed situated underground, although that is only one possible ex- 
planation for lamps in burials.’ 

The same explanations have been proposed for some late Middle 
Kingdom burials. It has been observed that many of the burial goods in 
tombs of this period might be objects of daily life that would especially be 
needed for a journey. These include gaming boards for leisure, food sup- 
plies, and writing equipment, including papyri.’ 


Participating in Special Events in the Underworld 


Pottery vessels in burials belong to the most common burial goods from 
all cultures and often seem to indicate a need to supply food. This might 
be either food required for the journey or a general symbolic food supply 
for all eternity. Tableware found in graves in Bahrain has been explained 
as important for the deceased so that he or she could join the afterlife 
banquet.” Underworld banquets are part of the underworld beliefs of the 
Greeks and Etruscans. The same explanation is given for tableware found 
in an early Iron Age cemetery on Crete: “Offerings seem to express a re- 
spect for the good things of life—banqueting.”°° 


The Tomb as a House for the Afterlife 


During the First and Second Dynasties’! the whole tomb was seen as the 
“house of the afterlife.” We find furniture and a vast quantity of pottery 
storage vessels for the eternal food supply. This concept appears again in 
tombs of the Eighteenth Dynasty. It appears also in other cultures, for 
example in the case of certain Etruscan tombs whose architecture seems to 
copy contemporary houses very closely.” In many cultures it is common 
for urns or ossuaries to have the shape of a house, most likely also reflect- 
ing the idea of the tomb as a house for the afterlife. Examples include 
ossuaries of the Ghassulian culture in Palestine dating from the fourth 
millennium BCE.” 
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Helping Hands 


In many cultures a sacrifice for the burial of an important member of so- 
ciety is attested.** There are various possible reasons for this custom. One 
might be practical. Persons of high status wanted to have their servants in 
the afterlife so that they would not have to work. In Egypt this is found as 
early as the First Dynasty, when people of slightly lower status were bur- 
ied around their masters. Burial goods indicate that they were often crafts- 
men.** Whether they were actually sacrificed is still under discussion. It 
appears, however, that the subsidiary tombs around the tomb of the First 
Dynasty king Semerkhet were integrated with the king’s tomb as one unit, 
which seems to indicate the servants were buried at the same time as the 
king and were most likely killed for the royal burial.” The same idea can 
be found in several other cultures. In the Nubian Kerma culture (around 
2000 to 1550 BCE) hundreds of people were placed next to deceased 
kings.” The same practice appears again in the Ballana culture in Lower 
Nubia (around 400 to 600 CE), where again servants were buried with 
their masters. In China during the Shang Dynasty (about 1550 to 1050 
BCE) people were also buried next to kings and high officials, including 
royal women.** Later Chinese sources refer to this practice as “following 
in death.”*? The same is found at Ur in Mesopotamia, where in the buri- 
als of high-ranking persons other people were also buried, and were most 
likely killed for that purpose.” 

In most of these societies the custom of killing people for the burial of 
a high-ranking person or king disappeared quite early on. In China and 
Egypt the idea lived on, but instead of real people, model figures were 
placed in the tomb. In China, terracotta, wooden, or straw figures were 
placed in many tombs.*! The terracotta army of about seven thousand life- 
size soldiers for the emperor Qin Shihuangdi (259-210 BCE) is the most 
famous example. On a smaller scale these figures were common in many 
periods of Chinese history as burial goods. They often depict soldiers, but 
sometimes also officials or musicians. They represent the court of a high 
official or a king. In this respect they have a focus different from that of 
the Egyptian figures. Scenes of production are rather rare, but soldiers 
and officials appear. They might confirm the social status of a higher of- 
ficial by their wanting to be buried with his court. In Old Kingdom Egypt 
there were stone statues of single individuals shown working.” At the end 
of the Old Kingdom they were replaced by wooden figures, which are of- 
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ten shown in groups. These figures are still attested for the Middle King- 
dom but disappear in the middle of the Twelfth Dynasty.¥ 

At the end of the Egyptian Middle Kingdom shabti figures appear. 
Originally these seem to represent the deceased, but in the Thirteenth 
Dynasty a spell was placed on them which reveals that they were helpers 
in the underworld and acted as stand-ins for the deceased when work had 
to be done.* Shabti figures are recorded in only a few tombs of the late 
Middle Kingdom and do not appear in any of the tombs discussed in this 
book. 


Leftovers from Rituals 


For Egyptian and other cultures, it is very likely that rituals were per- 
formed at tombs and for the deceased. Objects used in these rituals could 
be deposited with the burial. It is often hard to decide which objects 
placed in tombs belong to this category. Objects for certain rituals might 
have been placed in a tomb not because they were used in actual ritu- 
als but rather because the ritual should be performed with a view to all 
eternity. In this case the object could be something specially made for the 
tomb. There are indeed objects, however, where the indications are that 
they were really used in burials. In some tomb shafts of the Old Kingdom 
copper dishes were found, perhaps used in a ritual and then just thrown 
into the shaft after it was performed.* For Second Intermediate Period 
burials at Thebes it has been observed that the pottery shows signs of use 
in rituals.” In the court type burials of late Middle Kingdom princesses 
many staves and weapons were found (discussed in Chapter 1). Several of 
these were broken when discovered, as if they had been used in rituals and 
then placed in the tombs. 

Objects from and for rituals have been found in many burials around 
the world but evidently vary with different burial customs. In the Bronze 
Age Aegean and on Cyprus burial equipment included specific vessel 
types—alabastra and stirrup jars. These might have been used in rituals 
and were for anointing the body and perhaps even garments.** 


Guardians 


Guardians were figures or burial goods protecting the tomb as a whole 
against living people, especially tomb robbers. Guardian figures are well 
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attested for Chinese tombs, in some of which figures of monsters protect- 
ing the tomb have been found.” Another famous example from China is 
the army of terracotta soldiers found next to the tomb of China’s “first” 
emperor.” Perhaps surprisingly, guardians in Egyptian burials are hard 
to identify with certainty. In the tomb of Tutankhamun two life-size 
statues depicting the king were found. They are often labeled “guardian 
statues,”*! but their real function remains unknown. The same is true of 
figures of Anubis, the jackal god, the most famous of which was again 
found in the tomb of Tutankhamun. These Anubis figures are sometimes 
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also labeled “guardians.”*” There is no hard evidence, however, that they 
are guardians. In Egyptian texts Anubis is often connected with burials, 
but not as a guardian.” The safety of Egyptian tombs was not secured by 
any “magical” objects or figures. Safety was mainly a question of the tomb 
architecture and sometimes of certain spells placed in the tomb.** Perhaps 
the four magical bricks with their spells belong to this category, though 
the related texts in the Book of the Dead (chapter 151) indicate that they 
were used in rituals at the mummification or burial.” The four magical 
bricks were found mainly in New Kingdom tombs and are inscribed with 
a short protective spell. 


Protection 


A wide range of objects was placed in Egyptian burials for protecting the 
deceased against evil spirits. Many of the objects for protection can be 
classified as amulets. Two types can be distinguished: amulets already used 
in daily life, and amulets especially made for the tomb.” To the first cat- 
egory belong fish pendants, lion claws, and perhaps even shell girdles, to 
name only amulets discussed in this book (Chapter 3). Amulets mainly 
made for the tomb are especially common in the Ramesside Period and 
later. 


Personal Objects 


Even in societies where it was not common to place grave goods in burials, 
it could happen that very personal items were still placed in them, such as 
pieces of jewelry always worn by the person in life. By personal objects I 
mean not only objects belonging personally to somebody but also those 
items with which the owner has a special tie, such as an heirloom or a gift 
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from a beloved family member or friend. In cultures and periods when it 
was the custom to place objects from daily life in tombs, these objects are 
almost impossible to identify, as they are too similar to the other burial 
goods. The dividing line between personal objects and objects confirm- 
ing social status or gender identity is very narrow. This is best seen in 
cases where personal jewelry is placed in the tombs discussed. Are these 
just social markers, or were at least some of them also selected because 
they might have been a favorite piece of jewelry of the deceased? Personal 
items are easier to identify in cultures and periods when most of the ob- 
jects placed in the burial are of a funerary character and suddenly a more 
personal item appears. In ancient Egypt that might include certain objects 
in the Third Intermediate Period tombs at Tanis. In the Third Intermedi- 
ate Period almost all objects placed in the tomb were made for the burial, 
such as the coffins, shabtis, and canopic jars. In the royal tombs at Tanis, 
however, and in the tombs of the highest officials buried there too, some 
objects from daily life were found, such as weapons and golden vessels.” 
Are these to be seen as personal objects? 

The idea of having a personal, beloved item is well expressed in one 
of the tales in the Westcar Papyrus. Several girls are rowing a boat for the 
king. One of them loses her fish pendant, and so she stops rowing. The 
king is confused and asks her why she is not rowing. She tells him that she 
has lost her pendant. The king offers to replace it with another one, but 
she refuses. She wants her own pendant and not just a replacement, say- 
ing: “I love my object more than its copy.”°® 


Preserving Social Identity 


Preserving social identity seems to be one of the most important aspects of 
equipping the deceased and is found in many cultures around the world. 
Social and gender identity was an important part of the self-identity of a 
person and also important for the person’s place in society. Social identity 
could comprise several aspects, notably the place of a person in the social 
hierarchy, the gender of a person, and his or her profession. 

It has been shown that Egyptian burial equipment rarely contains 
objects related to the profession of the deceased. Most objects placed in 
burials can be explained in other ways.’ The profession of the deceased 
is not visible in the tomb equipment. This is in contrast to several other 
cultures. Provincial Roman graves often contained objects related to the 
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profession of the deceased. There are burials of dentists with their instru- 
ments,” others with potter’ tools.°' In the burial of a painter was found a 
set of small vessels still containing paint. Other Roman burials contained 
different tools perhaps also relating to the deceased’s profession.°° Weap- 
ons in tombs of Celtic men might indicate that they were soldiers but 
might also relate to their social status in a “warrior society.” 


Funerary Objects for Passages into a New Form of Life 


Death is seen in many cultures as the critical passage from one form of 
life to another. To secure an uncomplicated transition, rituals were per- 
formed. In ancient Egypt these are the rituals around mummification, as 
well as the Opening of the Mouth ritual, which had the function of bring- 
ing back to life not only statues but also the mummy. Objects connected 
to these rituals might be placed in the tomb. In late Old Kingdom burial 
equipment a set of instruments for the Opening of the Mouth ceremony 
is sometimes included. 

There were also other rituals. In late Old Kingdom burials, pottery 
ensembles were often found that appear again on stelae of the same period 
showing the stela owner being served food. This might be a ritual ensur- 
ing the eternal food supply. The ritual of placing these vessels in the tomb 
was performed with a view to all eternity, guaranteeing the food supply of 
the deceased.® 


Communication with the Dead 


Especially in some burials of the First Intermediate Period letters were 
found written on pottery vessels placed in the burial chamber. They con- 
tain messages from family members to the deceased. 


OTHER ASPECTS OF BURIAL 
Funerary Objects 


In this book, funerary objects are those objects that were mainly produced 
for the tomb or at least for related rituals. The most important object, 
and one still used today, is the coffin. It is also clear that other burial 
goods were made solely for the tomb. These include canopic jars, wooden 
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models of food production, and certain vessels used in rituals, but also 
the funerary jewelry discussed in Chapter 3. It seems evident that model 
vessels were not used in daily life, although it might be argued that they 
were utilized in temples for votive offerings and are therefore not exclu- 
sively funerary. For other pottery the line between daily life and funerary 
is often hard to draw. Stephan Seidlmayer noticed that in Old Kingdom 
burials on Elephantine most items placed in the tomb were taken directly 
from life; only the pottery was specially made for the tomb.” The forms 
of pottery vessels placed in the burials were identical to those used in 
daily life, however, and these pottery vessels were also fully functional. 
They might therefore be better classified as daily life objects, but newly 
produced for a burial. For amulets it is often hard to decide to which 
category they belonged. Many First Intermediate Period burials often of 
modest size contained amulets, which it seems were worn in daily life as 
protection against evil spirits. Amulets found in New Kingdom and Late 
Period tombs are often regarded as specially made for burial.” Again, this 
is not proven, and it might be argued that at least some of these amulets 
had already been worn in daily life. Another complicated case is jewelry 
made for the tomb. Mace and Winlock observed for the burial of Seneb- 
tisi that several of the personal adornments placed on her body were much 
too flimsy to have been used in real life (discussed in Chapter 3). Some 
of them did not even have proper clasps (Chapter 1). There are, however, 
other roughly contemporary court type burials where it seems that “real” 
personal adornments were placed on the body. 


Models 


A subgroup of objects of the funerary industry consists of models. Already 
in the Predynastic Period models were placed in Egyptian tombs.”” Most 
often they simply replaced more expensive objects, but they were also 
smaller though still fully functioning versions of bigger objects. Object 
types where models are attested include the personal adornments found 
in many of the tombs discussed and the miniature pottery found in several 
of them. Models of bigger or expensive objects are known from the Old 
Kingdom, become less common in the Middle Kingdom, and then re- 
gain popularity in the New Kingdom. Of particular note here are painted 
models of stone vessels and small solid wooden models from the New 
Kingdom. 
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Models placed in burials are also known from many other cultures. 
Chinese models of servants have already been mentioned, but there are 
also models of houses and other items.’! In the Middle Bronze Age Sap- 
pali culture (part of the Bactrian-Margiana culture in Central Asia) metal 
models of tools, weapons, household articles, and toiletry objects were 
placed in graves.” Models of weapons also appear in Iron Age burials of 
men in Italy, where it has been noted that real weapons appear too, more 
often spears than swords, perhaps because placing weapons in male tombs 
was seen as important but spears were less costly than swords.” This ob- 
servation might confirm the impression that models are often a cheaper 
version of a more expensive original object. 
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CHAPTER 1 


Court Type Burials 


In this chapter the category of Middle Kingdom burials known as “court 
type” is discussed. The first two examples described are the burial of 
Senebtisi and the “treasure” from the tomb of Sathathoriunet. These two 
burials are discussed first because both were carefully excavated and the 
findings published in detail. Indeed, in terms of their documentation and 
publication, the excavations of these burials set the standard in Egyptian 
archaeology. Furthermore, it was in the excavation report on the tomb 
of Senebtisi that the term “court type burial” was first coined. The buri- 
als discussed after those of Senebtisi and Sathathoriunet are arranged in 
chronological order. The last two groups of jewelry discussed are those 
found in two disintegrated “jewelry boxes” recovered from a gallery tomb 
next to the pyramid of Senusret III at Dahshur. They appear at the end 
because only the jewelry in the boxes is preserved; the actual burials of the 
women in the gallery tomb were looted. 


THE TOMB OF SENEBTISI! 


The burial of the “lady of the house” Senebtisi (“the one who will be 
healthy”)? is among the most famous tombs of ancient Egypt, at least for 
Egyptologists interested in the Middle Kingdom and funerary culture. 
There are three reasons for this: first, the tomb was found almost un- 
touched; second, the excavation was very carefully recorded; and third, 
the excavation was fully published about ten years later. In the publication, 
Senebtisi’s type of burial was labeled a “court type burial” because it was 
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thought that the burial equipment was restricted to the royal court of the 
Twelfth Dynasty. Typical of court type burials are a set of staves and weap- 
ons, partly gilded coffins, and jewelry, all specially made for the tomb. 
They are mainly attested at the cemeteries at the royal court, but also 
at provincial cemeteries.’ The best preserved examples belong to “king’s 
daughters,” although this type of burial was not restricted to women at 
the royal court. 

The burial of Senebtisi was excavated in the winter season 1906-1907 
near the pyramid of Amenemhat I beside the modern village of Lisht (Fig. 
2). It was found within the burial complex of the vizier Senusret, who held 
office under Senusret I and Amenemhat II. In the Twelfth and Thirteenth 
Dynasties a huge cemetery developed around the royal pyramids. Many 
of the people at the court serving these kings were buried here, but the 
place also remained an important burial ground after this period, perhaps 
because it was the cemetery of the Middle Kingdom capital Itjtawy. 

The burial complex of the vizier Senusret (Fig. 4) was already heavily 
destroyed when found. It consisted of two parts. There was an above- 
ground chapel, once decorated and perhaps accessible to everyone, or at 
least to the family of Senusret. The second part of the tomb consisted 
of the shaft and burial chamber, closed after the interment and, as usual, 
not decorated. The chapel of Senusret was found badly destroyed. Stone 
looters had taken all the stone blocks, and therefore little of the vizier’s 
chapel survived. All that is left are small fragments of reliefs with the ti- 
tles and name of Senusret, some fragments of scenes once decorating the 
aboveground part of the tomb complex, and fragments with portions of a 
biographical inscription. These few remaining fragments of the reliefs are 
of the finest quality. The inscriptions provide us with some of the titles of 
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Senusret. He was “vizier,” “overseer of the king’s ornament,” and “over- 
seer of [all royal] works.” The last title might indicate that he was involved 
in royal building works or even in planning the king’s pyramid. As he is at- 
tested in the last years of Senusret I and in the first years of Amenemhat II, 
however, it seems unlikely that he was the major architect under Senusret 
I for his pyramid. The chapel of the complex for the vizier Senusret once 
measured about 12 x 26 m. Little has survived of its plan. It can be said 
with certainty only that there was a courtyard with columns at the front, 
with the cult chambers most likely at the back. Here was also the main 
shaft for the burial of Senusret, with the burial chamber at the bottom. 
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0 20m The chapel with the burial 
shaft stood within an enclo- 
sure wall of mud brick deco- 
rated on the outside with a 
palace facade. On the east 
side there was a building for 
funerary priests built of mud 
bricks. Within the enclosure 
wall were several shafts, most 
of them on the west side of 
the cult building. Here were 


most likely buried relatives of 
Senusret, or people belong- 
ing to his staff at work. Only 
three shafts were located on 
the east side of the cult cha- 
pel, one of them belonging to 


4. Plan of tomb of Senusret 


eg 

(reconstruction). The shaft of Senebtisi’s Senebtisi. 
tomb is marked. Drawn by the author The excavator Herbert 
after Arnold 2008, pl. 147. Winlock recognized the im- 


portance of Senebtisi’s tomb 
from the beginning and was very careful with his recording of its clear- 
ance. The main work was carried out with the help of Arthur C. Mace, a 
lesser-known figure of Egyptian archaeology but a very careful recorder, 
and in this area a pioneer. Later he was involved in the excavation of Tu- 
tankhamun’s tomb, and the high quality of the recording there is also due 
in large part to his involvement.’ 

The burial of Senebtisi was found in a rock-cut underground cham- 
ber at the bottom of a shaft (Fig. 5). The shaft measured 1.38 m x 2.8 
m wide and only 6.85 m deep. The mouth of the shaft was lined with 
bricks, perhaps to prevent sand fall. At the bottom of the shaft, on the 
west side, was the burial chamber consisting of two parts. The first was an 
almost square room with an opening in the north wall leading to a second, 
slightly smaller and longer burial chamber for the coffin. The first room 
was filled with pottery, while in the burial chamber were the coffins and 
three boxes. In the east wall was a niche for the canopic box. This box con- 
tained the canopic jars holding the entrails of the deceased body, which 
were removed after mummification and placed in four jars. 
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5. Plan of Senebtisi’s tomb. 
From Mace, Winlock 1916, 6. 


Senebtisi was placed in a set of three coffins. The outer coffin was 
made of a soft wood, most likely sycamore, and was badly preserved when 
found (Fig. 6). The excavators were just able to copy some of the inscrip- 
tions. The coffin was decorated on the long sides with four columns of 
text and a top horizontal text band. On the short ends were two columns 
and the top horizontal band. The front side of the coffin was further deco- 
rated with a pair of wedjat eyes. The lid was vaulted and had a single line of 
inscription down the middle. The coffin was painted red, perhaps in imi- 
tation of high-quality cedar wood. Although the inscriptions on the coffin 
were badly preserved, it seems clear that some of them are so far unique. 
Others are common for coffins of the late Twelfth Dynasty and contain 
short sentences spoken by different deities during the mummification.° 
The decoration of the coffin with the wedjat eyes, four text columns on 
the long sides, two text columns on the short ends, and horizontal text 
lines at the top is typical of coffins of the Middle Kingdom.’ The coffin was 
not decorated on the inside. 

Inside the outer coffin was placed the second wooden coffin.’ It was 
better preserved, perhaps because it was made of hard cedar wood, which 
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6. View of Senebtisi’s coffin as it was found. 
From Mace, Winlock 1916, pl. Xa. 


has a greater chance of sur- 
vival. This coffin had only a 
single golden inscription band 
on the lid and was decorated 
on the outer side only with the 
wedjat eyes motif (Fig. 7). The 
edges of the coffin were or- 
namented with gold foil. The 
inscription on the lid is an ad- 
dress to Nut, the sky goddess: 
“Words spoken: Nut, you are 
glorious, you are powerful in 
the body of your mother Tef- 
nut, before your birth, (when) 
she caused that the lady of the 
house Sathapy, justified, be the 
god, lord of eternity, that she 
may unite with the justified 
lady of the house Senebtisi in 
life, duration and power, that 
she may not die for eternity.”° 
Inside this second, middle 


coffin was the final inner anthropoid one. This human-shaped coffin was 
also badly decayed when found. At first the excavators thought that they had 


7. The middle coffin of Senebtisi (194 cm long). 
From Mace, Winlock 1916, pl. XVIIb. 
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found a cartonnage (a 
mummy cover of plas- 
ter and linen) cover- 
ing the whole mummy. 
‘That it was a coffin was 
recognized only when 
six copper clamps were 
found that had held the 
box and the lid of the 
coffin together. The 
anthropoid coffin was 
decorated on the chest 
with a broad collar in- 
laid with various ma- 
terials such as faience 
and carnelian (Fig. 8). 
It was covered with 
fine gold leaf. 

Senebtisi was mum- 
mified. Her body was 


8. The decoration on the chest of Senebtisi’s wrapped in several 
anthropoid coffin. From Mace, Winlock 1916, pl. XX. layers of linen, all of 


which were badly pre- 

served when found. 
The entrails had been removed through a 21 cm long incision on the left 
side of her body. The wound was stuffed with a yellowish material. The 
body itself was filled with linen. The heart had been removed, wrapped in 
linen, and then placed back into the body. The brain was not removed.!° 
The entrails were placed in the canopic jars, where they were found 
treated with some kind of resin and wrapped in linen." 

Senebtisi was adorned with an array of jewelry. On her head was a 
golden circlet composed of gold wire. It was made of three separate pieces 
of wire forming a chain of loops connected at the back of the head by a 
simple gold wire fastener.” Ninety-eight golden rosettes remained from 
a hair covering that was once perhaps placed in or on the wig. They were 
made of gold foil beaten over a core. Two different molds were used for 
the rosettes, one with sixteen petals and the other with twelve. Eighty- 
five rosettes were pierced with two holes so that they could be bound to 
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9. Hair ornaments of Senebtisi, circlet and golden rosettes. 
From Mace, Winlock 1916, pl. XXI. 


the hair or wig of Senebtisi. Thirteen had a small strip of gold at the back 
to form some kind of attachment for the same purpose (Fig. 9). 

Around Senebtisi’s neck were three broad collars. Of these, one had 
end pieces in the shape of a falcon’s head (Fig. 10)'* and another had 
half-round end pieces (Fig. 11).'° Both collars consisted of several rows 
of tube-shaped beads. Along their outer edge was a row of drop-shaped 
beads. The original arrangement of the beads is not fully certain, as the 
strings had perished and the beads were found in considerable disorder. 
The end pieces of the collars were made of plaster and then gilded. The 
same technique was used for about two-thirds of the gold beads, while the 
others were made of faience with gold leaf. The material of these collars 
gives a strong impression that they were especially made for the burial and 
never worn in real life. This impression is confirmed by missing holes in 
the end pieces of the broad collar, which meant that no string could hold 
them together at the back. The same is certainly true for the third collar. 
It was made of copper and gilded with the decoration of imitation beads 
incised into the gold leaf.’ 
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10. Falcon collar of Senebtisi 
(c. 25 cm wide). From Mace, 
Winlock 1916, pl. XXV. 
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11. Broad collar of Senebtisi 
(c. 25 cm wide). From Mace, 
Winlock 1916, pl. XXTVa. 


Four necklaces were found. One consists of beads of various materials, 
including several sets of nine beads merged together to form one bigger 
unit. Twenty-five of these units were found interspersed with single beads 
in three rows. Hanging from this arrangement were twenty-five golden 
shells.” A second necklace consists of two strings of feldspar beads. Be- 
tween these strings are twenty-one (tall) sa signs of different materials.'* 
The sa sign is a hieroglyphic sign meaning “protection.” A third necklace 
consists of a single string of beads in the shape of a long vase, called hes 
in ancient Egyptian (Fig. 12). The beads were made of different materi- 
als. This necklace has a pendant in the shape of a shen sign.” The shen 
sign was a popular motif, especially in the late Middle Kingdom but also 


12. Necklaces of Senebtisi. From Mace, Winlock 1916, pl. XXIII. 


13. Necklaces of Senebtisi. At the bottom is the sweret bead. 


It seems unlikely that it was part of a bead necklace as reconstructed here. 
From Mace, Winlock 1916, pl. XX VI. 
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in later periods. The exact meaning is unknown, but it may have offered 
some protection. As a pendant or amulet, it is indeed found in some late 
Middle Kingdom burials, almost becoming a standard object in the burial 
equipment of the period.” Of the fourth necklace, only one single car- 
nelian bead was found, and it remains unknown what style of necklace 
it belonged to. Several further faience beads were found in the burial, 
and their exact function and position also remain unknown. The single 
carnelian bead is quite typical of burials of the time, and examples were 
found attached to anthropoid coffins. It is also known from its depiction 
on objects in pictorial friezes decorating coffins, and in that context is 
known as a sweret (Fig. 13).”! The exact magical function of this bead is 
not known, but it appears as a single bead on a string around the neck of 
the deceased on anthropoid coffins and mummy masks.” “Sweri” is the 
Ancient Egyptian word for drinking, and there might be a connection. 
Perhaps the sweret bead was some kind of guarantee that the deceased 
would be able to drink (and eat) for all eternity. Others see it as protection 
against snakebites.”’ 

The sweret bead is also sporadically depicted on the inside of coffins.”* 
Early Middle Kingdom coffins are often decorated on the inside with long 
religious texts but also with friezes of objects. In these friezes are shown 
objects that also appear in some tombs as burial goods. The pictures have 
captions providing us with the names of many of these objects. Not all 
objects depicted in friezes are known as burial goods, however, and other 
objects were only sporadically found in burials. The coffin friezes of the 
middle of the Twelfth Dynasty, in particular, often show objects that also 
appear in the court type burials. These are mainly royal insignia. This 
might indicate that royal rituals were copied by private individuals.” It 
therefore seems that there were two phases for royal insignia in private 
burials. In the middle of the Twelfth Dynasty they were painted on the 
inside of coffins. In the late Twelfth Dynasty the insides of coffins were no 
longer decorated. Instead, a selection of these items appears as real objects 
in the burial chamber next to the deceased. The picture is certainly more 
complicated, however. Decorated coffins were mainly found in provincial 
cemeteries. The royal insignia were mainly found in cemeteries of the 
royal residence. Furthermore, royal insignia already appear sporadically 
in earlier burials, often those of local governors. 

Around the pelvis of Senebtisi there was an apron or kilt (Fig. 14).”¢ It 
is decorated with rows of beads hanging from it and with the lotus and the 
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papyrus at the upper ends. The apron therefore symbolized Upper and 
Lower Egypt, as the lotus and the papyrus were the symbols of these parts 
of the country. This type of kilt is also known from depictions of the king 
and was therefore a royal garment. It is also often shown on friezes of ob- 
jects on early Middle Kingdom coffins and was therefore an essential part 
of a certain type of burial. On these friezes captions are also found, and 
from them the Egyptian name of the apron, besa, is known.” In the center 
of the girdle is a gilded wooden plate on which the name “Senebtisi” is 
written in black paint. The wood had perished when it was found, and it 
therefore remains unknown whether this piece once formed some kind of 
clasp. At the back of the girdle were the remains of a decorative “tail.” It 
too was made of wood and decorated with beads. In the friezes of Middle 
Kingdom coffins the tail appears as independent object and is called men- 
keret?’ A carnelian swallow is typical of this type of burial and was perhaps 
once attached to the apron.” The swallow, often shown with a sun disk 
on the back, also appears in the Coffin Texts and is there called siat.*° This 
type of apron with the swallow and the tail is a feature of several court type 
burials, but certainly not of all of them.*! Diana Graig Patch argued that 
the apron was worn as a symbol for the sun god Re’s daily birth. Indeed, 
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14. The royal apron of Senebtisi (c. 58.5 cm wide). From Mace, Winlock 1916, 
pl. XXVII. 
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15. Armlets and anklets of Senebtisi. From Mace, Winlock 1916, pl. XXVIb. 


a bead network, similar to the one on the apron, is visible on the solar 
barque of Re.” 

Senebtisi was wearing two armlets*? and two anklets** composed of 
gilded wooden bars with faience beads strung between them (Fig. 15). 
They were evidently made for the burial, since they were not long enough 
to go around the arms or legs and there was no means of fastening them 
together, so they were simply placed on the arms and legs of the mummy.” 
Several other smaller objects and many more beads were found, but their 
exact function and arrangement remain obscure. 

Within the second coffin, but outside the anthropoid coffin, was found 
a set of staves and weapons (Fig. 16). These consisted of a double staff 
known as pedj-aha in ancient Egypt; a long bega staff and a simple staff 
with a forked lower end called abet; two was scepters, one wavy staff, and 
another more or less plain staff. Both was scepters had a stylized animal 
head on the top with eyes; one even had a broad collar painted under 
the head. This group also included two bows, a flail,” and a mace.** The 
flail was made of several conical beads attached to a wooden handle. The 
final object was a mace with a head made of aragonite (a type of stone). 
In the anthropoid coffin placed close to Senebtisi on her left side was also 
found a copper dagger,” placed within a partly gilded wooden sheath. The 
dagger was one of the most important items placed in certain burials of 
women in the late Middle Kingdom. In the Old Kingdom the dagger is 
already listed with other items also known from the late Middle Kingdom 
burials at the royal court.” The dagger was evidently seen as essential for a 


30 CHAPTER 1 


16. Scepters and flail. From Mace, 
Winlock 1916, pl. XXa. 


certain type of burial. Its religious or 
ritual meaning still remains obscure. 

Within the wrappings at the head 
of Senebtisi’s mummy was found a 
round disk about 8 cm in diameter 
made of a dark resinous material 
(Fig. 17). Similar objects are known 
from the burials of the royal women 
discovered next to the pyramid of 
Amenemhat II. The function of this 
object is unknown." 

Next to the coffin on the left or 
east side was a long box once con- 


taining another set of staffs and 
scepters. These were badly decayed; 
only the stone head of a mace was 
well preserved. Next to the long box 


stood two small boxes or shrines, 
each about 20 cm high. These are 
both highly exceptional objects, not 


17. Clay disk found under the head of Senebtisi’s mummy. From Mace, 
Winlock 1916, pl. XXVIIIh. 
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18. Inscriptions on the canopic box of Senebtisi. From Mace, 
Winlock 1916, p. 37, figs. 19-22. 


recorded in other burials of this type. One wonders what they once con- 
tained. All that was found inside was the remains of cloth, but its original 
function could not be determined. There are several options. The shrines 
were found next to the box containing the royal insignia. Often these royal 
insignia are also depicted on coffins of about the same time or slightly 
earlier. These depictions always include crowns. Is it possible that actual 
crowns were placed in these small shrines? So far no such crowns have 
been found. The depictions do not make it clear from what material they 
were made, but it has been proposed that they were made of fur or some 
other lightweight organic material.” According to this hypothesis, the 
crowns depicted in Egyptian art are highly stylized and might originally 
have looked quite different. This, however, is only a guess. Without fur- 
ther parallels these two boxes remain highly enigmatic. Another option is 
that they served as receptacles for material left over from the embalming 
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19. The canopic jars of Senebtisi. From Mace, Winlock 1916, pl. XXXIIIa. 


process. There are indeed several cases where the embalming material re- 
ceived its own “burial.” This is always attested outside the tomb chamber, 
however, and not as close to the coffin as Senebtisi’s boxes.*? 

On the east side of the coffin was a niche for the canopic box. The box 
was made of cedar, but like the coffins it was already badly decayed when 
found. The excavators were still able to copy most of the inscriptions, 
however. The box was inscribed on the east and west sides with short for- 
mulae that normally appear on canopic jars, while the texts on the north 
and south sides are without parallel on canopic boxes (Fig. 18). Within 
the box were four uninscribed canopic jars. The jars were made of stone, 
differing in color and size. In contrast, the heads atop the jars were made 
of wood and were painted.* These jars once contained the entrails of the 
mummy (Fig. 19). 

Finally, the pottery from the tomb should be mentioned. Two hundred 
and six vessels were found (Fig. 20). Many of these were small model ves- 
sels perhaps specially made for the tomb. There were, however, also nine 
large dishes. Two of them still contained the bones of animals, evidently 
part of the eternal food supply or funeral meal for Senebtisi. Another dish 
was filled with many small saucers, and finally one filled with 125 small 
clay balls, perhaps imitating incense pellets. These dishes were perhaps 
normally used for serving food, especially meat.* They belong to the most 
common pottery vessels found in late Middle Kingdom tombs.* Other 
vessels found included a type of hemispherical cup that was most likely 
used for drinking water or other liquids and is very typical of the Middle 
Kingdom;*’ small plates that were perhaps for serving dried fruits;** and 
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20. The pottery from the tomb of Senebtisi. From Mace, 
Winlock 1916, p. 110, fig. 82. 


taller beaker-like vessels once perhaps containing liquid or fat.” All these 
vessels were most likely important for ensuring the eternal food supply. 

Other vessels found were used in rituals. These include four small 
jars,’ perhaps of a type called nemset. They were important for purifica- 
tion and are mentioned several times in Pyramid Texts:°! “You are cleaned 
with your four memset and four aabet jars.” They also appear in the friezes 
of objects on the inside of Middle Kingdom coffins (Fig. 21).” Further- 
more, eight examples of each of two different types of larger vessel were 
also found.** Susan Allen noted that the number four was important.” 
These eight vessels were either two sets of identical ritual vessels or four 
sets of vessels for rituals where the same form was used for two different 
functions. One option is that these are senu vases, placed under an idol of 
Osiris during the Khoiak festival.” 

We shall see that the burial of Senebtisi has many points in common 
with burials of royal women in the late Middle Kingdom. The pottery is 
different, however, and has more in common with the pottery found in 
private burials, while burials of royal women most often contained so- 
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21. Two cultic vessels from the tomb of Senebtisi. From Mace, 
Winlock 1916, pl. XXIV. 


called “queen’s ware,” a pottery style typical of burials of royal women 
of the late Middle Kingdom copying Old Kingdom fine tableware. This 
comes as no surprise, since Senebtisi did not have royal status and was 
most likely not part of the royal family.” 


Who Was Senebtisi? 


Senebtisi bears the title “lady of the house.” On some items of her burial 
equipment she is also attributed with the second name Sathapy, “Daugh- 
ter of Hapy.”** Beside this, nothing is known for sure about her. Senebtisi 
is one of the most common names in the late Middle Kingdom, so any 
identification with another woman of the same name known from other 
monuments must be highly speculative. Also, to the best of my knowl- 
edge, there are no attestations on other monuments for a woman with the 
double name Senebtisi Sathapy. Senebtisi therefore remains enigmatic. 
It can only be said for certain that she was a lady of high social status, as 
indicated by the high standard of her burial equipment. 

The exact date of Senebtisi’s tomb is disputed. Kim Ryholt identified 
Senebtisi with the namesake grandmother of the Thirteenth Dynasty king 
Neferhotep I, arguing that the burial is similar to one of the king’s daugh- 
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ter Nubhetepti-khered and is close in style to royal court type burials.” 
However, court type burials are also well attested for nonroyal women. 
Furthermore, Senebtisi was not buried with “queen’s ware,” whereas most 
other king’s daughters had queen’s ware in the burial chamber. This seems 
to be another indicator that she was not royal, although this argument is 
weakened by the fact that the king’s daughter Neferuptah was also not 
equipped with this type of pottery. Neferuptah was buried at the end of 
the Twelfth or the beginning of the Thirteenth Dynasty. 

More recent research supports the view that Senebtisi most likely lived 
in the late Twelfth Dynasty. Her coffin is inscribed with complete hiero- 
glyphs, while coffins at the royal residence in the very late Twelfth Dy- 
nasty and Thirteenth Dynasty bear incomplete hieroglyphs. The pottery 
found in Senebtisi’s burial is also more typical of the late Twelfth Dy- 
nasty,” although it is problematic to provide such a close date for a tomb 
via the analysis of pottery. 


THE KING’S DAUGHTER SATHATHORIUNET 


The first two kings of the Twelfth Dynasty were buried at Lisht, per- 
haps the cemetery of Itjtawy, the capital of the Twelfth and Thirteenth 
Dynasties. Amenemhat II, the third ruler of the dynasty, went north to 
Dahshur to build his pyramid, while the next king, Senusret I, instead 
went farther south, near to a place now called Lahun. Lahun is close to 
the Fayum, a river oasis connected to the Nile via a watercourse. The 
Fayum was originally a marshland not particularly suitable for agricul- 
ture. In the Middle Kingdom, however, the kings started to cultivate this 
region and built temples and other monuments there. Two royal pyramids 
were constructed close to the Fayum, one for Senusret Il and another for 
Amenemhat III at Hawara, not far from Lahun. 

Senusret I reigned for only about eight years. Perhaps he was already 
quite old when he ascended the throne. For that reason he might have 
chosen a small hill for his pyramid, so that less building material was 
needed to construct a pyramid of about the same scale as those of his 
father, grandfather, and great-grandfather. The pyramid measured 106 m 
at the base and originally rose to a height of about 48 m (Fig. 22). It was 
the first pyramid of the Middle Kingdom to be built mainly of mud bricks, 
although an inner “skeleton” of stone walls provided some stability and 
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22. Pyramid of Senusret II at Lahun. Drawn by the author. 


the pyramid was clad with limestone slabs. Another innovation was to the 
entrance, which was no longer on the north side but in this case south of 
the pyramid. 

In 1914, the pyramid and its complex were excavated by William M. 
Flinders Petrie and Guy Brunton. South of the pyramid they discovered 
four shaft tombs; one of them was the hidden entrance to the king’s pyra- 
mid, the others most likely belonged to female members of the king’s fam- 
ily. All the tombs were found heavily robbed, and the name of the owner 
could be ascertained for only one tomb, with the modern number 8 (Fig. 
23). This was the king’s daughter Sathathoriunet (“daughter of Hathor, 
of Denderah”). Her tomb was the smallest and had been robbed like the 
others, except for a niche that was found full of jewelry. The tomb con- 
sisted of a 6.6 m deep shaft. At the north end it opened into a small ante- 
chamber, about 1.5 m below the level of the shaft. A niche on the west side 
was found undisturbed, evidently overlooked by ancient robbers of the 
tomb. Next to the antechamber was the burial chamber, completely oc- 
cupied by the big granite sarcophagus of the princess. At the southern end 
of the sarcophagus chamber, on the east side, was a further niche. Here 
was placed the canopic chest containing four inscribed canopic jars. The 
texts on the jars provide the title of Sathathoriunet: “king’s daughter.” At 
the back on the east side is a further chamber, which was found looted but 
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niche with jewelry boxes 23. Plan of burial chamber of 
Sathathoriunet with niche with 
jewelry boxes. Drawn by the author. 


still contained some pottery 
shards, beads, and an alabaster 
and obsidian eye, perhaps from 
an anthropoid coffin. The most 
important object was a jar for 
purification water, typical of 
royal burials of the late Middle 
Kingdom. It bears a purifica- 
tion spell and also mentions 
Sathathoriunet (see Fig. 37 on 
p: 45).4 

As already mentioned, the 


small niche in the first chamber 
was found undisturbed. Water 
had flooded the chamber, however, and so most of the organic material 


had perished by the time of the excavation. Petrie and Brunton soon real- 
ized the importance of this find. They recorded the find spots of all the 
objects in great detail and were able to reconstruct the contents of the 
chamber and even the jewelry and boxes found there. Most of the jewelry 
was bought by the Metropolitan Museum of Art in New York and today 
forms one of the highlights of the collection. 

Herbert Winlock, who worked for the Egyptian Department of the 
Metropolitan Museum, had a further look at the tomb and the treasures 
after they came to New York. He published a detailed study of this find. 
In the following description of the treasure I follow his reconstructions. 

Winlock counted fives boxes in this small niche. From two boxes sev- 
eral inlays survived, and so he was able to reconstruct them with some cer- 
tainty. The box labeled 1 by Winlock was originally about 44.5 cm long, 
31 cm wide, and perhaps 37 cm high. It was decorated on the outside with 
ivory slabs showing stylized doors and djed pillars, six of the latter on the 
long sides and four on the short ends. The lid was curved and decorated 
with four Hathor heads with horns and a sun disk between them made of 
thin gold sheet. Between the heads were three slabs of ivory with the throne 
name, birth name, and Horus name of King Amenemhat II. The box was 
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evidently crafted under 
the king and was per- 
haps a gift to the prin- 
cess. It is among the 
most elegant examples 
of Middle Kingdom 
furniture (Fig. 24). Ex- 
act parallels have yet to 
be found, though some 
finds at Dahshur in- 
dicate the existence of 


similar boxes. 
A second box was 


24. Jewelry box of Sathathoriunet (reconstruction). 
From Winlock 1934, pl. IB. simpler but also deco- 


rated with ivory on the 


outside.° The long sides were decorated with most likely five stylized 
doors and the short ends with three. Inside the remains of this box were 
found alabaster jars for sacred oils. Boxes for such jars are more often of a 
different shape and much simpler, however, which suggested to Winlock 
that this box was originally made as a container for jewelry. A third box 
was perhaps decorated with gold foil and contained jars. This reconstruc- 
tion again comes from Winlock, while Mace assigned the gold foil to the 
second box. Of a possible fourth box nothing survived, but it was recon- 
structed by Winlock, who believed that it once contained the crown of 
Sathathoriunet, not found in any surviving remains of a box or container. 
Made entirely of wood, the box had perished by the time the niche was 
excavated. The presence of a fifth box, although completely disintegrated 
when found, was identified from a pile of brown dust. Close to these faint 
traces were found copper nails without heads and others with golden 
heads. Some silver foil was also found in the same area. All this might 
indeed come from one box, which would have been the largest one in the 
niche. It was about 36.5 cm wide, 25.4 cm high, and at least 55 cm long. 
Within the remains of the box nothing was found, so one can only guess 
at its original contents, which must have been some organic material that 
decayed and left no traces. Brunton suggested that this box was for a wig. 

The unique piece among the princess’s items of jewelry was her crown 
(Fig. 25). It is a golden circlet decorated with a uraeus at the front and 
with fifteen rosettes all around. It has an diameter of 19 cm. The band 
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of the circlet is 2.7 cm wide and about 0.4 
cm thick. The uraeus is of gold with inlays 
of lapis lazuli (a semiprecious stone im- 
ported from Afghanistan), carnelian, and 
glazed material that had disintegrated to 
white powder when found. Attached to the 
circlet were golden “plumes.” Under the 
crown were found 1,251 small golden tubes. 
These were originally most likely part of the 
king’s daughter’s wig or hair cover. Similar 


| crowns are known from depictions in the 
|| tomb of the local governor Ukh-hotep IV 
id | at Meir.° In one scene, several musicians 


are represented in front of the tomb owner. 
25. The crown of 


Sathathoriunet. From ; i oe 
Brunton 1920, pl. V. slightly simpler, with just one plume shown 


at the back of a circlet and going up. They 


They are each wearing a similar crown, but 


are shown at a religious festival, most likely in honor of Hathor, who was 
the main deity of Qis® (Meir was the cemetery of Qis). The interpretation 
of the plume is disputed. Staehlin regards it as the symbol of Ukh, who 
was an important deity and symbol at Meir, which is written with a sym- 
bol similar to the plume of the crown.” The Ukh symbol was also closely 
related to Hathor.” 

Another fine piece of jewelry found in the tomb is the pectoral with 
the throne name of Senusret II as the central element (Fig. 26).’' Inlaid 
with carnelian, lapis lazuli, and turquoise, it is a masterpiece of ancient 
Egyptian gold work. The piece is a work of inlays set in a golden frame 
in cloisonné work, a technique whereby a gold foil outline shape is fixed 
to a metal base, forming cells that are filled with glaze or semiprecious 
stones.” In ancient Egypt, the technique reached its peak in the Middle 
Kingdom with these pectorals. The center is formed of the hieroglyph- 
ics for the throne name of Senusret II: Khakheperre. On either side is a 
Horus falcon with a sun disk on its head. Each falcon has one leg resting 
upon a shen ring, while the other leg is raised to the sign meaning “mil- 
lion years” in the middle of the composition under the cartouche. This 
sign consists of a man sitting on the ground and holding in each raised 
hand a palm rib, the sign for “year.” Furthermore, from the right arm of 
the sitting figure hangs a tadpole, which is the hieroglyphic sign for one 
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26. Pectoral of Sathathoriunet with the throne name of 
Senusret II. The picture shows the pectoral in the condition 
in which it was found. Detail from Petrie Museum archive, 

PMAN 1820. 


27. Second pectoral of Sathathoriunet with the throne name of 
Amenemhat III. From Brunton 1920, pl. VIIC. 


hundred thousand. On each of the heads of the falcons is a sun disk with a 
uraeus cobra. From the body of the cobra hangs an ankh sign, the symbol 
for “life.” Altogether, the pectoral can be read as: “The sun god is grant- 
ing millions and hundreds of thousands of years of life and duration for 
King Khakheperre.” The back of the piece, though not visible when worn, 
shows the details of the composition engraved into the gold and is again 
of the highest quality. 

A second pectoral” is an almost identical copy of the first one, but with 


COURT TYPE BURIALS 41 


28. Motto pendants. Petrie Museum archive, PMAN 1802. 


the throne name of Amenemhat III: Nimaatre (Fig. 27). It is again made 
of gold, with inlays in carnelian, lapis lazuli, green faience, and amethyst. 
Although the craftsmanship of this piece is still high, it has been noted 
that one generation after the first pectoral a certain decline is detectable. 
Semiprecious stones are replaced by glazed materials, and the falcons look 
slightly clumsy in comparison to those on the first pectoral.’* Both pec- 
torals were part of a necklace consisting of drop-shaped beads and simple 
ball-shaped ones, or at least these beads were found close to the pectorals. 

These pectorals with their strings of beads are the only necklaces 
found in the treasure. All the other jewelry was for the arms, hands, fin- 
gers, and waist. Five motto clasps should be mentioned (Fig. 28). The 
function of the five mottoes is 
somewhat enigmatic. These 
are basically hieroglyphic signs 
making up short sayings (mot- 
toes) executed as fine jewelry 
in gold with inlays in semipre- 
cious stones. ‘Two of them show 


29. Armlets of Sathathoriunet with 
j the throne name of Amenemhat 
= 5 III. From Winlock 1934, pl. X. 
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30. Lion amulets perhaps once used in armlets, modern 
reconstruction. Drawing by Paul Whelan. 


a shen ring.” A third is composed of the hieroglyphs aw and ib, meaning 
“joy.” The fourth shows two sa signs (“protection”), an ankh sign (“life”), 
and a zeb sign (“all”), together reading “All life and protection.”’° The last 
one has the żb sign in the center (“heart”), two netjer signs (“god”), and the 
hetep sign (“satisfied”) at the base.” This group reads: “The hearts of the 
two gods are satisfied.” These motto clasps are quite small, the largest be- 
ing just 2 cm high. On the back of each are two tubes, evidently for hold- 
ing the mottoes on a string. No beads that might have belonged with these 
mottoes were found, however; they might have been strung on some kind 
of organic material and perished in the damp burial environment. Two 
rings adorned with a scarab were also found. Rings are not so common in 
the Middle Kingdom and are most often just a piece of wire with a scarab. 
Proper rings appear only later. One of the rings found here is remarkable 
for the finely crafted scarab made of gold, lapis, 
and carnelian. The back shows a stripe pattern in 
blue and is in cloisonné work.”* One scarab was 
found without ring and is made of lapis lazuli. It 
bears the throne name of Amenmehat II.” 

The princess had two armlets and two anklets 
(Fig. 29). The armlets were made of beads with 
several bars holding them in place and a center- 
piece serving as the clasp with the titles and the 
throne name of Amenemhat III: “The good god, 
lord of the two lands, Nimaatre, may he live for- 
ever.” The pieces are again composed of inlays 


set into a golden frame in cloisonné work.“ Most 

31. Bird claw, most of the examples for this technique were found in 
likely a pendant from 
an anklet. Detail from 

Petrie Museum archive, 

PMAN 1820. stricted to a small number of workshops or was at 


the burials of high-status women discussed here. 
This indicates that the technique was perhaps re- 
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32. Girdle with cowry shells of 
Sathathoriunet. From Winlock 1934, 
pl. VII. 


33. Elements of two girdles united for 
photographing. The photo was taken 
shortly after the excavation. Petrie 
Museum archive, PMAN 1801. 


least quite expensive, so that only 
people at the royal court were 
able to afford it. 

Almost identical armlets were 
found in the treasure of Mereret 
in Dahshur. The armlet itself con- 
sisted of thirty-seven rows of very 
small beads, with bars between 
them providing some stability. 
The two anklets of the princess 
were similar but without the richly 
adorned and inscribed clasps. An- 
other armlet was adorned with 
two golden figures of lions.*! This 
reconstruction, however, is far 
from certain (Fig. 30). 

Two other anklets are simpler 
in design and consist of plain am- 
ethyst and golden ball beads with 
golden bird claw pendants (Fig. 
31).” Winlock originally recon- 
structed them as one necklace,*® 
but there are depictions in tombs 
of the period indicating that claw 
pendants were worn around the 
ankles.** 

The princess had two girdles. 
One of them consisted of eight 
golden cowry shells (Fig. 32).* 
The other was a chain of seven 
double leopard heads, also made 
of gold, perhaps once connected 
by amethyst beads and further 
double, but leopard 


smaller, 


heads, most likely originally arranged between the larger ones (Fig. 33).*° 
The cowry shell girdle in particular is also known from other tombs of 
royal and high-status women of this time. 


Next to the jewelry several cosmetic objects were found. The first of 
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34. The mirror of 


Sathathoriunet. From Winlock, 


Lahun, pl. XV. 


35. Razors of Sathathoriunet and whetstones. 
From Brunton 1920, pl. X. 


these was a partly gilded mirror with a golden Hathor head at the top of 
the handle (Fig. 34).°’ Two razors were found with two whetstones for 
sharpening them (Fig. 35), and there were three cosmetic jars, all cyl- 


inder-shaped with a wider top part. These were made of obsidian with 


gilded rims; a fourth one is smaller but also with a gilded rim (Fig. 36). 


36. Examples of cosmetic vessels of 
Sathathoriunet. From Brunton 1920, pl. IX. 


A small saucer made of sil- 
ver has the shape of a shen 
ring.’ Two copper blades of 
two knives were also found.” 

In a separate box were 
found eight similar vessels 
made of Egyptian alabaster” 
and not gilded.” They are 
described as not highly pol- 
ished. The contents, a pink- 
ish substance, was still visible 
in a few of the vessels. These 
eight jars are typical of high- 
status burials of the late 
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37. Vessel for pure water, from the tomb of Sathat- 
horiunet. From Petrie, Brunton, Murray 1920, pl. 
XXV, 7. 


Middle Kingdom. In other tombs the lids of 
the jars are inscribed with the names of the 
seven sacred oils (compare the description of 
the burial of Ita, below). 

Also found in the tomb was a jar made of 
alabaster inscribed with a magical spell con- 
nected to pure water (Fig. 37).°' This type of 
inscribed jar is not common and is restricted 
to royal women and kings. The spell appears 
in later times as part of the second nightly 
hour of the “hour vigil.”” This is the ritual 
in which Osiris was embalmed with the help 
of other deities. Whether the spell and the 
jar were already related to the hour vigil in 
the Twelfth Dynasty is not certain. It is pos- 
sible that this spell is an important text in a purification ritual, later used 
in the hour vigil. Indeed, the purification of the body of the deceased was 
an important part of preparing the mummy in the purification tent.” The 


spell reads: “King’s daughter Sathathoriunet, receive this cool water which 
is from the land that begets everything that lives, all those things that this 
land gives; indeed, it is the land that begets everything comes forth. May 
you live on them, may you receive upon them. May you live and revive 
upon them. May you live and revive upon this breath that is within it. It 
begets you, and you come forth. You live on all that is desired and perfect 
that is therein.”” 

Several pottery vessels were found in the burial of Sathathoriunet. They 
included large bowls, small fat-based cups, a beaker-shaped jar, a hemispheri- 
cal cup, and a bottle.” The pottery belongs to a type most recently called 
queen’s ware and most often found in burials of late Middle Kingdom royal 
women. It is made of Nile clay and highly crafted. It is covered with a red 
coat, but not so well fired, providing a somewhat patchy surface color. Alto- 
gether the pottery seems to copy Old Kingdom tableware known as “Mey- 
dum ware.” The Middle Kingdom craftsmen, however, did not manage to 
match the Old Kingdom quality.” 
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Who Was Sathathoriunet? 


Sathathoriunet is so far known only from her burial. The only title she 
bore was “king’s daughter.” Her burial place next to the pyramid of Se- 
nusret II might indicate that she was closely related to him and therefore 
perhaps his daughter. The name of the king was found on some objects 
from her tomb. Also found in her burial were more than one object bear- 
ing the name of Amenemhat III. This might indicate that she died under 
this king. In some publications Sathathoriunet is also called queen.!” She 
did not, however, bear the title “king’s wife.” Her identification as a queen 
might go back to Brunton, who wondered whether she was a queen on 
the grounds that her crown was adorned with a uraeus.'”! There is so far 
102 Indeed, there are 
examples where a king’s daughter wears a uraeus. From the late Middle 


no evidence that the uraeus was restricted to queens. 


Kingdom comes the scarab of the king’s daughter Nubhetepti, on which 
she is shown standing and with a uraeus.'” Another example is a rock re- 
lief depicting the early Thirteenth Dynasty king Sobekhotep IH and his 
family. Here too, the daughters are depicted with a uraeus. The uraeus 
is the symbol of the goddess Wadjet, who was one the crown deities and 
therefore represented kingship. While it is possible to argue that Satha- 
thoriunet was king’s wife later in her life, being “promoted” after parts 
of her burial equipment were made, this argument does not work for the 
women on the scarab and on the rock relief, where the depictions and the 
titles belong together. From this evidence it is safest to say that Sathatho- 
riunet was a daughter of Senusret I who died under Amenemhat II. She 
might not have been the youngest when she died, but there is no evidence 
that she was ever a king’s wife. 


BURIALS AT DAHSHUR 


Dahshur is a modern village near Saqqara, about thirty kilometers south 
of Cairo (Fig. 38). In the Old Kingdom it was the location of the two 
pyramids of Snofru, first king of the Fourth Dynasty. There were also 
cemeteries of officials serving the king. After Snofru, Dahshur was no lon- 
ger used as a cemetery for kings, though officials, perhaps not the highest 
ranked, were still buried there. All other rulers of the Old Kingdom were 
buried farther north, at places such as Gizeh, Abusir, and Saqqara. This 
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38. Map of Dahshur. Drawn by the author. 


change is not necessarily as great as it may seem from the changing place 
names, as the division between Dahshur and Saqqara is a modern one. In 
ancient times, the region from Abusir in the north, down to Dahshur, and 
even beyond to Magzhuna in the south formed one big cemetery, with 
concentrations of tombs and mastabas around the royal pyramids. 
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In the Middle Kingdom the cemetery of Dahshur again became im- 
portant. Amenemhat II, who ruled around 1900 BCE, was the third king 
of this dynasty. He built his pyramid at Dahshur. His son Senusret I was 
buried somewhere else, but Senusret III and Amenemhat III built their 
grand pyramids again at Dahshur. Most pyramids of the ensuing Thir- 
teenth Dynasty have also been found at Dahshur. Excavations in recent 
years have also shown that there were huge cemeteries for officials of the 
Twelfth and early Thirteenth Dynasties at the site. They have not yet 
been explored, because Dahshur was for a long time a military zone and 
not available to excavate. This has changed only in the past few years with 
new American, German, and Japanese expeditions. 

In 1894, however, the French archaeologist and director of the Egyp- 
tian Antiquities Service Jacques de Morgan excavated at Dahshur. Next to 
the pyramid of Amenemhat III de Morgan found two undisturbed buri- 
als. They were placed within a chain of burial shafts perhaps already built 
under Amenemhat III. It is unclear whether burials took place in his reign 
and were looted early on or the shafts were left empty and used only in 
the Thirteenth Dynasty. At present the latter option seems more likely, 
as there is no published trace of any Twelfth Dynasty use. Two burials 
belong to the Thirteenth Dynasty. One is that of King Hor, well known 
from his wooden statue now in the Egyptian Museum in Cairo and among 
its highlights; the other is that of the king’s daughter Nubhetepti-khered. 
In the same campaign de Morgan also excavated at the pyramid of King 
Senusret III. Around the pyramid he found the tombs of royal women, 
and in two he discovered untouched jewelry boxes. 


BURIALS NEXT TO THE PYRAMID OF AMENEMHAT II 


In the expedition of 1894 to 1895 de Morgan excavated at Dahshur near 
and in the pyramid of King Amenemhat II (Fig. 39). The pyramid is so 
poorly preserved that even its exact measurements are not yet known for 
certain. It is sometimes called the “white pyramid” because the remains 
of the limestone cladding dominate the color of the otherwise shapeless 
rubble heap of pyramid remains. 

West of the pyramid, de Morgan found three underground galleries, 
each of which contained two burials. In one gallery were the tombs of 
the queen Keminub and the “treasurer” Amenhotep.'® Both were found 
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39. Amenemhat II pyramid complex. The undisturbed burials 
are to the west. Drawn by the author. 


disturbed. The burials belonged to the late Thirteenth Dynasty, perhaps 
around 1700 BCE.'” Only inscribed fragments of the coffins were found, 
or at least these are the only objects mentioned and depicted in the exca- 
vation report. They provide us with the names of the tomb owners. 

The other galleries were found undisturbed, still containing a remark- 
able set of objects. They belonged to Ita and Khenmet and to Itaweret 
and Sathathormeryt (Fig. 40). In each of these galleries two burials were 
found belonging to women, three with the title “king’s daughter.” For 
a long time it was assumed that they were daughters of Amenemhat II 
and buried during his reign, but the evidence of the pottery in the tombs 
indicates that they were most likely buried under Amenemhat III. In one 
of the burials a scarab was found with the name of Amenemhat III. The 
relationship of these women to Amenemhat II is thus unclear, though it is 
still possible to argue that they were daughters of that king, who died and 
were buried one or two generations later.!” 

In the first excavation season de Morgan documented the burials of 
King Hor and Nubhetepti-khered in some detail; the documentation 
of the other four tombs in the second season appears superficial, leav- 
ing modern researchers with many open questions. Only for the tomb of 
Khenmet did de Morgan present a plan and remark that all the burials 
were similar in layout." However, it is easy to criticize the work of de 
Morgan today. Ideally modern archaeologists working in Egypt will pho- 
tograph and draw all objects found, but in the nineteenth century archae- 
ology was still in a phase of development. Excavations were often still seen 
as enterprises to acquire objects for museum collections. The publications 


50 CHAPTER 1 


40. One of the gallery tombs found near the pyramid 
of Amenemhat II. They belonged to Itaweret and 
Sathathormeryt, as published by de Morgan. From de 
Morgan 1903, fig. 118. 


are often very selective and concentrate on ob- 
jects and architecture the excavators regarded as 
important. In Egyptian archaeology at that time 
this was more or less standard. 

Each princess was placed in a set of three 
coffins. There was an outer stone sarcophagus 
and within it a wooden rectangular coffin, partly 
covered with gold foil. This wooden coffin was 
simply decorated on the outside with two eyes 
and gold foil, but without any inscriptions. Only 
on the inside of the coffin were there long reli- 


gious texts, some already known from the pyra- 
mids of the Old Kingdom and therefore labeled 
“Pyramid Texts” by Egyptologists. Within this 
wooden rectangular coffin there must once have 
been an anthropoid coffin. All traces of any of 
the anthropoid coffins had already been lost 
when the burials were excavated, only the gold foil once covering their 


outsides and the inlaid eyes being preserved. De Morgan failed to rec- 
ognize these anthropoid coffins, but their presence can be assumed from 
better preserved parallels and from the description given by de Morgan 
in the excavation report. Next to each anthropoid coffin was a set of royal 
symbols and weapons also often connected with royalty. 


THE BURIAL OF THE KING'S DAUGHTER ITA 


The first gallery excavated by de Morgan’s team was found on 12 February 
1895 and belonged to the king’s daughters Ita and Khenmet. 

The gallery consisted of a long corridor with the tombs of the women 
cut underneath. When found, the corridor was completely filled and 
blocked with stones. The tomb of Ita!’ consisted of two chambers, each 
just over 2 m long and 1 m wide and high. One chamber was fully oc- 
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cupied by the sarcophagus, while the other contained the burial goods. A 
small entrance, more a hole in the ground than a door, gave access from 
the corridor to the chamber for the burial goods, which is exactly under 
the corridor. The chamber for the sarcophagus was next to it and was 
entered via the roof, where there were the big blocks used to close it. The 
sarcophagus was most likely already in place when the whole complex was 
built; perhaps even the middle wooden coffin was placed here before the 
burial, leaving only Itas mummy in her anthropoid coffin to be interred. 

As already indicated, Ita’s body was laid to rest in a set of three contain- 
ers. The first was an outer sarcophagus in the form of a simple rectangular 
box with a vaulted lid with two raised ends. Then there was a partly gilded 
middle coffin (Fig. 41) inscribed only on the inside, and finally an inner- 
most anthropoid coffin. The middle coffin was decorated on the outside 
with wedjat eyes and on the inside with religious texts written only in 
hieroglyphs in different colors.'!? Several of them are spells spoken by 
Nut and Geb.!!! The inner coffin was most likely made of thin wood with 
a fine plaster skin and overlaid with a substance described as bitumen.'” 
The head had eyes inlaid with silver and a headdress in blue with golden 
bands. The breast was decorated with a broad collar, to judge from the 
beads of the collar described by de Morgan.'? 

The body of Ita was adorned with an array of jewelry and other ob- 
jects. She had a richly decorated dagger, which stands as one of the mas- 
terpieces of Egyptian metalwork (Fig. 42). Its handle consists of three 
parts. The pommel (the end of the handle) is crescent-shaped and made of 
lapis lazuli. The handle proper is covered with thirty rosettes. The lower 
end of the handle is made of gold and frames the upper end of the blade. 
The sheath of the dagger was made of some organic material, with only 


AR 


41. The middle coffin of Ita. From de Morgan 1903, fig. 109. 
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the mouth and lower end made of gold. It 
was most likely made specifically for the 
burial. The lower end of the handle was 
made of gold, a material too weak to sup- 
port the pressure of the blade when used.''* 
The dagger was found near a girdle with a 
silver fastener." Daggers with a crescent- 
shaped pommel are of a type known from 
the Near East.!!6 

Around Ita’s neck was a broad collar 
with round terminals in silver and many 
beads of semiprecious stones, such as la- 
pis lazuli, carnelian, and turquoise.'!” The 
terminals were simple and undecorated. 
Ita’s body was adorned with several armlets 
and bracelets. There was a small figure of a 
swallow, perhaps once belonging to a girdle 


and not uncommon in this type of burial. 

42. The dagger of Ita. From From depictions it is known that such fig- 

de Morgan 1903, pl. VIL. ures were attached to an apron. They also 

appear in the friezes of early Middle King- 

dom coffins and are called zait.''* Under the head of the mummy was 

a small disk of black earth of unknown function.''? Ita was perhaps also 

adorned with a royal apron, but the short excavation report is not really 

conclusive on this point.'”° Placed on the left side of Ita were several weap- 

ons and royal insignia, including a flail, a mace, and scepters. Again, these 
objects were only briefly mentioned in the publication. 

In the second chamber of the burial further burial goods were found. 
Under a big plate there was a set of bronze tools (Fig. 43). In the south- 
eastern corner of the chamber was an uninscribed canopic box containing 
a set of four canopic jars, also uninscribed. The jars have human heads; 
three are shown with a beard, the fourth without. From the Middle King- 
dom onward, canopic jars were placed under the protection of the four 
children of Horus: Amset, Qebehsenuef, Hapy, and Duamutef. In the 
Middle Kingdom Amset was a female deity, and therefore the canopic jar 
under her protection had a head without a beard, while the other three— 
all male deities—are shown with a short beard. 
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The burial goods also included a 
box containing vessels for the “seven 
sacred oils.”'”! In fact, it contained 
eight vessels, seven for the oils and 
a further one as some kind of place- 
holder. The lids of the vessels are 
inscribed with the names of the oils. 
The names are “best of ash-oil,”!”” 
“nekhenem-oil,”'? “hekenu-oil,”'* 
“iber-oil,”'”° “best of Tjehenu-oil” 
(perhaps best translated as “best of 
Libyan oil”),° “tuaut-oil,””” “se- 
fetj-oil,”’* “setji-hab” (“smell of 
the festival”).'’? Only iber-oil does 
not belong to the classical list of the 
seven sacred oils. For most of the 


oils we just know the names and have 

43. Tools of Ita. From de Morgan 1903, only vague ideas about the plants or 

fig. 106. animals they were made from. The 

ash-oil came from the ash tree, not 

yet identified with certainty but often identified with the cedar tree. The 

sefetj-oil also comes from the same ash tree and was often imported from 

Syria. Hekenu-oil was perhaps made of peppermint and imported into 
Egypt." 

The seven sacred oils often appear in religious texts such as the Pyra- 
mid and the Coffin Texts.'?' This does not mean, however, that these texts 
appear on all coffins. The Coffin Text spell 934 mentioning all oils is at- 
tested on only two coffins of the early Middle Kingdom.'*’ Nevertheless, 
the seven sacred oils are depicted on a high percentage of Middle King- 
dom coffins with an inner decoration, quite often at the head end of the 
coffin, demonstrating the importance of the oils for the deceased." 

Another object was an incense burner or lamp consisting of a plate and 
a cover (Fig. 44).!*+ These burners are well known from depictions in Old 
Kingdom tombs but are rarely found as original objects. In the tomb of 
Ita a set of tools was also found. Such tools are typical of Old Kingdom 
burials of the ruling class at the royal residence.'* Is it possible that Ita 
copied—at least in parts—an Old Kingdom burial? 
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Who Was Ita? 


Ita is possibly also known from a mon- 
ument outside her tomb. In Qatna 
(Syria), fragments of a sphinx were 
found and dated by style to Amenem- 
hat II or even slightly earlier. On this 
monument Ita is called “member of 
the elite, beloved king’s daughter of 
his body.”'** It remains an open ques- 
tion whether the princesses from the 
two monuments are one or two indi- 
viduals. The Ita from Dahshur was 
most likely buried under Amenemhat 
IH. This is about thirty years after the 
death of Amenemhat II, something 


44. Incense burner of Ita. From de ; i : 
Morgan 1903, fig. 107. that is certainly possible or even to be 


expected. As the daughter of the king, 
Ita was one generation younger than 


him and likely to have died one generation after him.” The name Ita, 
however, is not uncommon in the Middle Kingdom,!** and the identifica- 
tion remains uncertain. 


THE TOMB OF KHENMET 


The burial"? of the king’s daughter Khenmet'*’ was found next to that of 
Ita and was arranged along the same lines (Fig. 45). In her small burial 
chamber there was a sarcophagus made of quartzite. In this outer con- 
tainer was placed a wooden coffin that was not inscribed on the exterior 
but had texts written on the inside. These inscriptions are almost identi- 
cal to those found on the inside of Ita’s coffin. The innermost coffin was 
anthropoid, but it was heavily decayed when found. Again, de Morgan did 
not realize that the remains belonged to a coffin and described them as 
part of the mummy. The anthropoid coffin must have been similar to that 
of Ita’s. Following the description in de Morgan’s publication, the coffin 
was covered with a substance described as bitumen, and the head, or more 
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likely just the wig, covered in blue and gold. The eyes were inlaid in sil- 
ver.'*! Under the head was placed a clay disk. 

On Khenmet’s body were found several items of jewelry. They are de- 
scribed in the excavation report, and many of them are shown with pho- 
tographic images. There are no drawings, however, of the exact find spots 
of these pieces. Furthermore, the reconstruction of single items is often 
highly problematic. 

Around Khenmet’s neck was a broad collar with falcon head terminals. 
The heads were made of hollow gold. The eyes were inlaid, while the 
eyebrows and the mouth were made of lapis lazuli. The collar proper was 
composed of 103 pieces in the shape of ankh, djed, and was signs.” These 
are made of gold foil and inlaid with different materials. The outer edge of 


45. The tomb chamber of Khenmet. From de Morgan 1903, fig. 105. 
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the collar was most likely fringed with drop-shaped beads. Perhaps com- 
ing from a choker (see Fig. 49) are two smaller falcon terminals and an 
array of hieroglyphic signs, many of them connected with royalty, such as 
two vultures, each on a neb sign, two cobras on two neb signs, or two bees. 
‘Today they have been reconstructed as a narrower form of broad collar.'* 
However, the small size of the terminals might better fit a choker. 

On each arm Khenmet wore five bracelets. There were two clasps 
adorned with the sa sign from a pair of bracelets.'** Furthermore, de Mor- 
gan mentions a massive undecorated gold bracelet and another consisting 
of beads of various materials. On the left side of the anthropoid coffin, a 
mace and several staves were found, typical of this type of burial, but again 
not described in detail. Outside the sarcophagus, on the southern side, 
were found a gilded wooden dagger and a staff, neither well preserved. 

This was not the only jewelry to be discovered in the tomb; other ex- 
amples were found in the small chamber next to the sarcophagus chamber. 
Here, there must have been a box with another set of personal adorn- 


ments, !* 


constituting one of the most remarkable sets of gold objects ever 
found in Egypt. 

First of all are two crowns. One consists of a series of flowers each 
with four leaves. Each flower is connected via gold wires on which smaller 
flowers are attached.'* The flowers were made of gold with inlays of car- 
nelian, lapis lazuli, and turquoise (Fig. 46). The second crown is heavier 
and consists of a series of eight identical elements. In the middle are a ro- 
sette and two flowering rushes. Further rosettes connect these elements. 


On top of the rosette is again some kind of flowering rush, and there is 


46. First crown of Khenmet (diameter c. 18 cm). From de Morgan 1903, pl. IX. 
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a royal vulture. All pieces 
are made of gold and in- 
laid with carnelian, lapis 
lazuli, and turquoise. On 
the front is a vulture made 
of gold leaf with inlaid 
eyes of obsidian. Attached 
to the back is a tree (Fig. 
47). Both crowns are 
dominated by the colors 
gold, red, and blue. 

The most remark- 


47. Second crown of Khenmet able items in Khenmet’s 
(diameter C. 20.5 cm). Cairo CG 52860. jewelry box were gold 


From Vernier 1925, pl. XXL. pieces of unknown func- 


tion but perhaps belong- 
ing to a necklace (Fig. 
48). These pieces appear 
un-Egyptian in charac- 
ter and were most likely 
produced somewhere 
in the Aegean, perhaps 
specifically on Crete.'* 
With these pieces appears 
for the very first time in 
Egypt the gold-working 
technique of granulation, 
whereby small gold balls 
are attached to another 
gold surface. This tech- 
nology was very common 
in antiquity but was for- 
gotten in medieval times 
and only rediscovered in 
the twentieth century. It 
was developed in Meso- 


48. The “foreign” jewelry of Khenmet (medallion : 
in the center c. 2.85 cm). From de Morgan 1903, potamia and reached 
pl. XI. Egypt in the late Middle 
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Kingdom. The technology was only rarely employed in the Middle King- 
dom, being more common in the New Kingdom. The centerpiece of 
the group in Khenmet’s tomb is a round golden pendant with glass inlays 
depicting a cow.'*° Perhaps attached to it were golden open-work rosettes 
fully covered with granulation.'*' There are two smaller rosettes and two 
bigger ones. Two stars are not open-work. The same is true of a golden 
butterfly." All these pieces are covered with granulation. Other pieces in 
this set include several golden shells and several pieces resembling styl- 
ized flies. Finally, there are more than twenty small birds'’’ and golden 
chains already broken and repaired in ancient times.'** The birds in par- 
ticular have close parallels with Minoan treasure found on the Greek is- 
land of Aigina, confirming the impression that this jewelry was not made 
in Egypt.'” 

Perhaps also of foreign workmanship are several ribbed beads that do 
not appear with any frequency in other Middle Kingdom burials but are 
found in the Near East and the Aegean, notably at Byblos and in the Ai- 
gina Treasure." Other pieces of jewelry from Khenmet’s burials include 
several motto clasps, similar to those found in the burial of Sathathoriunet 
(Fig. 49). 


49. Jewelry of Khenmet with choker at bottom. 
Cairo JE 31113-16 (cat. 107). Photo: Juergen Liepe. 
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The other objects in the tomb include a set of canopic jars and a large 
series of pottery, most of it especially made for the burial. There was also 
a simple wooden box with the seven sacred oils. The box had a short in- 
scription in hieratic (the cursive script of the hieroglyphs): “oil.”'** The 
vessels are inscribed on the lid and on the vessel proper with the names 
of the oils, similar to the ones on the vessels in the burial of Ita, described 
above. They still contain the remains of the oils, now mostly reduced to 
powder." Many pottery vessels were also found. Among this group was a 
large beer or water jar typical of the late Middle Kingdom, which provides 
a rough date for the burial under Amenemhat III.’ The other pottery 
vessels found and recorded include two large plates, model vessels, bowls, 
and bottles. The pottery likely belongs again to the late Middle Kingdom 
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queen’s ware also known from other burials of royal women. 
cattle and birds were evidently the remains of a funerary repast or the 
symbolic eternal food supply. 

The most remarkable find, however, is a wooden figure of a swan.' 
This is not a common burial object in the late Middle Kingdom or any 
other period of Egyptian history. Indeed, so far there are only two other 
published examples, both found in the nearby tombs of Itaweret and Sath- 
athormeryt. Swans are not common animals in Egypt, and it seems that 
ancient Egyptians did not clearly distinguish between them and geese. 
Furthermore, a depiction of a swan or goose appears on a coffin excavated 
at Riqqeh dating to about the same time as the burial of Khenmet.'® In the 
tomb of Senet, mother of the vizier Intefiger, two geese fly in front of the 
Abydos boat transporting Intefiger and Senet.'* From the New Kingdom 
there is further evidence for such creatures. In New Kingdom royal tombs 
wooden figures of geese or swans have been found, as for example in the 


tomb of Tutankhamun.'® 


In the Book of the Dead a picture of a goose 
sometimes appears apparently relating to a spell,” and in one instance 
this has the title “Spell to become a goose.”!% Another figure that often 
appears in the Book of the Dead is the “Great Cackler,” also sometimes 
depicted in Book of the Dead papyri. In the Pyramid Texts the deceased 
king flies as a goose to the sky.'°’ He flew there because it was believed 
that the king moved to the sky in order to become one of the imperishable 
or circumpolar stars in the northern night sky. These are the stars visible 
throughout the year and the entire night, while most of the other stars 
are visible only at certain seasons due to the movement of the earth on its 
axis around the sun. Evidently, this is again a religious belief taken from 


60 CHAPTER 1 


the royal sphere, not often attested in private contexts. Not surprisingly, 
on the coffin lid of Khenmet is a spell expressing the wish that she might 
become an imperishable star.!® 


Who Was Khenmet? 


Not much is known about Khenmet. On her middle coffin she is called 
“king’s daughter.” On her canopic box she is “king’s daughter” and “the 
one united with the white crown.”!” Nonetheless, no name is written on 
this box. This is strange, because it is rare for no proper name to appear on 
such an important object. It is possible that the title “the one united with 
the white crown” (Khenmet-nefer-hedjet) was indeed a proper name, as 
also suggested for some other women.’”’ If so, Khenmet was perhaps just 
the short version of Khenmetneferhedjet. The name Khenmet appears 
within her tomb only on the coffin. Finally, a king’s daughter with the 
name Khenmet is known from a cylinder seal and from a statue found in 
Ugarit.'” All these objects might belong to the same woman. 

Because of the crown with the vulture it has been assumed that Khen- 
met was a queen.'” She does not bear the title “king’s wife,” and it might 
be on the safer side simply to say that she was a king’s daughter, perhaps 
a favorite daughter of her father and therefore equipped with this amaz- 
ing array of jewelry. However, the vulture is not yet attested for king’s 
daughters with the exception of coffins and mummy masks.'’? The vulture 
might therefore indicate that Khenmet indeed became queen late in her 
life, after most of her funerary equipment had been made. 


THE SECOND GALLERY AT DAHSHUR 


The second gallery excavated at Dahshur,'”* west of the pyramid of Amen- 
emhat II, belongs to the king’s daughter Itaweret and a woman called 
Sathathormeryt. The description of these burials in the excavation report 
of de Morgan is very short, and it is therefore quite hard to get a clear pic- 
ture of these tombs, although their layout seems to be more or less iden- 
tical to those of Ita and Khenmet. The tomb of Sathathormeryt will not 
be described here, as the published excavation report for it is extremely 
short and lacking in detail. The other, and the first, burial in that gallery 
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50. Wooden swan from the tomb of Itaweret. From de Morgan 1903, fig. 123. 


belonged to Itaweret,'’> who was placed in a sarcophagus of red granite, 
described as being of rare perfection. Within the sarcophagus was again 
found a wooden coffin, decorated only on the outside with gold foil and 
wedjat eyes. It was inscribed on the inside with texts identical to those 
on the coffins of the other women buried here. Inside this wooden cof- 
fin there must have been an anthropoid coffin. The mummy itself was 
adorned with anklets and armlets and with a broad collar with simple 
rounded terminals." Next to the mummy were not only the expected 
royal insignia, such as a flail, a mace, and a bow, but also a hoe and other 
wooden objects described as gilded, but alas not depicted in the excavation 
report. 

In the small chamber next to the sarcophagus chamber was found an 
interesting array of objects known from only a few burials of this period. 
These include a life-size wooden swan (Fig. 50),'”’ round and rectangular 
tables, wooden gilded sandals, a board on which was found a mirror, a 
diadem made of beads, and four blades partly decorated with gold. Other 
objects discovered include an inscribed canopic box and a box with eight 
vessels for the seven sacred oils.'’® The eighth vessel served as a place- 
holder in the box, as was common with other boxes of this type. 
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51. Map of Hawara. Drawn by the author. 


THE TOMB OF NEFERUPTAH 


In 1936 the Egyptian Egyptologist Labib Habachi made soundings in the 
region of Hawara (Fig. 51) and discovered mud-brick structures. Habachi 
was at that time inspector of antiquities in the Fayum, but he was trans- 
ferred shortly afterward to another inspectorate and was therefore not 
able to continue his work there. It was not until 1956 that the site was ex- 
cavated by Nagib Farag, who was inspector for the Fayum at that time.!” 
Farag found the undisturbed tomb of the king’s daughter Neferuptah, a 
princess already known from other sources, and the remains of her burial 
equipment within the pyramid of Amenemhat III at Hawara. 

The tomb of Neferuptah'*’ was found in a region with a high ground- 
water level. As a result, all of the organic material had already perished by 
the time her tomb was opened. Even the body of the princess was gone; 
not even her bones survived. 

The tomb of Neferuptah consisted of one big chamber separated by a 
huge block into two parts. In the larger room was the sarcophagus, deco- 
rated at the bottom with a palace facade and bearing a short inscription 
mentioning the titles and the name of Neferuptah (Fig. 52). This type of 
sarcophagus is known from several other royal tombs of the late Middle 
Kingdom.'*! Only a few of them have inscriptions, in particular several 
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the sarcophagus 


silver vessels 


the offering table 


52. The burial chamber of Neferuptah with the main objects found 
(reconstruction). Redrawn by the author after Farag, Iskander 1971, fig. 6. 


examples belonging to royal women buried next to the pyramid of King 
Senusret II at Dahshur. All the known sarcophagi of kings were unin- 
scribed. The palace facade at the bottom of the sarcophagus is most likely 
a copy of the niche/palace facade of the Djoser complex at Saqqara, show- 
ing the same number of gateways on the front. 

The sarcophagus of Neferuptah is the largest of its type. It measures 
3.06 m long, 1.54 m wide, and 2.31 m high (including the lid). It is made 
of red granite.'#? The short inscription on the sarcophagus reads: “An of- 
fering given by the king to Osiris, lord of life, for the ka of the member 
of the elite, the great one of the hetes-scepter, the great one of honor, the 
beloved king’s daughter of his body, Neferuptah, true of voice.” 

The inside of the sarcophagus was found full of water, but it is possible 
to reconstruct its contents to a certain degree. Within the sarcophagus 
was a wooden coffin decorated with bands of inscribed gold foil. The gold 
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53. The middle coffin of Neferuptah (reconstruction). 
Drawn by the author. 


foil was found only in small pieces, and there was little hope that the coffin 
could be reconstructed. The few bigger fragments with preserved words 
do not have any parallels in the corpus of inscriptions found on other 
Middle Kingdom coffins (Fig. 53). However, recently it was possible to 
identify parallels from the New Kingdom. The first sarcophagus made for 
Queen Hatshepsut before she became king of Egypt offers some parallels 
for the fragments on the coffin of Neferuptah.'® One text line is fully pre- 
served and was once most likely positioned at the head end of the coffin: 
“Words spoken: we envelop your flesh, we order your limbs, Live! May 
you not die!” Exactly the same phrase appears on royal sarcophagi of the 
New Kingdom. Other texts on Neferuptah’s middle coffin are preserved 
only in small fragments. On one fragment the word “Nut” is visible. This 
is the sky goddess, and spells relating to her are common on Middle and 


184 Other fragments of texts are small but indicate 


New Kingdom coffins. 
that the coffin had a text program similar to that of the New Kingdom 
queen Hatshepsut. The middle coffin of Neferuptah was evidently deco- 
rated with a text program still seen in the New Kingdom as relevant for 
coffins of royal women. Even though no other Middle Kingdom coffins 
with such texts are known, it seems most likely that this is due to a gap in 
the archaeological record. It seems impossible that New Kingdom coffin 
designers would have seen the coffin of Neferuptah. Maybe there were 
other examples accessible to them, or they had access to papyri showing 
Middle Kingdom coffin designs. 

Placed on the coffin within the sarcophagus was most likely a box for 
vessels containing the seven sacred oils. Indeed, ten vessels were found, 
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one still bearing an inscription on the lid, “nehem-oil.” On another, the 


inscription was faded, but the word aref—packet—was still preserved.'* 
Here also were found two sticks made of silver for applying eye paint. The 
placement of ten vessels is uncommon. In the tomb of Nubhetepti-khered 
eight were discovered, seven for the seven sacred oils and an extra one. 
Seven vessels each bore an inscription naming the oil. The lid of the eighth 
was uninscribed, and so it remains unknown what was placed in it, but one 
has the impression that the last vessel was just some kind of placeholder, 
as there was simply space left in the box for a further vessel. It remains 
unknown whether all ten vessels in the sarcophagus of Neferuptah’s burial 
were once placed within a single box. The label of the vessel mentioning a 
packet recalls depictions on coffins of the Middle Kingdom where, next to 
the seven sacred oils, are shown two packets for eye paint.'” On the only 
Thirteenth Dynasty coffin with decoration on the inside, which belonged 
to the “chief lector priest” Sesenebnef found at Lisht, the frieze of objects 
is reduced to a series of vessels and linen. The vessels include those for the 
seven sacred oils.'” These oils were important for rituals connected with 
mummification. These items were evidently seen as essential in (at least 
some) late Middle Kingdom burials, while other objects typical of early 
Middle Kingdom burials disappear as objects from the tombs and from 
the depictions on coffins, such as wooden models of sandals and headrests. 

Next to these ten vessels was a larger one, broken into pieces and lack- 
ing a lid. Its function is not certain. It contained a “mixture of powdered 
galena and a resinous matter.”!** 

Beside these vessels, several insignia were placed in the middle coffin. 
Most were originally made of wood, although this is only known because 
some had parts made from other materials. These objects include a mace 
whose head was made of alabaster and another with a gilt cup head and a 
pair of small inlaid eyes of alabaster and crystal, most likely once belong- 
ing to a was scepter. There was also a flail of carnelian and faience beads.!*” 
It is not certain where within the sarcophagus these insignia were once 
placed. According to parallels from the tombs of Senebtisi, Ita, and Nub- 
hetepti-khered, it seems most likely that they were once placed on the left 
side of the deceased, outside the inner anthropoid coffin but within the 
middle wooden coffin. 

In the middle wooden coffin there must have been an anthropoid one, 
as inlays belonging to it were found. Only small indications confirmed the 
existence of this anthropoid coffin. There was a barrel-shaped bead made 
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54. The jewelry equipment of Neferuptah. Drawing by the author; photo of collar 
by Jon Bodsworth (commonswikimedia.org); photo of girdle by Gianluca Miniaci. 


of carnelian (a sweret bead), sometimes found on coffins of this type, and 
beads from a broad collar functioning as inlays and decoration on this cof- 
fin. Finally, there was a silver swivel that once held the lid and the coffin 
box together. This coffin was most likely made of wood and covered with 
linen followed by a layer of gesso (plaster), which was then gilded with fine 
gold leaf. Strangely, there were no inlays for the eyes. Most anthropoid 
coffins of this period had inlaid eyes made of (black) obsidian and a white 
stone. These elements are missing here, and it must be concluded that the 
coffin eyes were just carved into the wood. Another option is that they 
were made of glass. Glass is rarely attested so early in Egypt, but it does 
often completely disintegrate in damp soil.'” 

The body of the princess was richly adorned with jewelry. Around the 
neck was a broad collar with terminals in the shape of falcon heads (Fig. 
54).'"' The counterpoise of the collar also had a falcon head at the top. 
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This counterpoise, hanging from the back of the collar, was needed to bal- 
ance the heavy broad collar. The collar was made of gold, carnelian, and 
green feldspar beads. The dominant colors are gold and red. The lower 
edge of the collar was fringed with drop-shaped beads. The high quality 
of workmanship of the broad collar and the counterpoise might indicate 
that it had been worn in life. 

The princess was also adorned with bracelets and anklets, one for each 
arm and leg. Around her hips, Neferuptah wore an apron. From the belt 
hung rows of beads, with the top beads in the row shaped as papyrus and 
the lotus plant, symbolizing Upper and Lower Egypt. Attached to the 
royal belt was a small swallow. In addition, the princess was wearing two 
necklaces made of carnelian beads. 

Outside the sarcophagus further objects were found. On the west side 
were two silver vessels, both inscribed for Neferuptah. In the small side 
chamber was a further silver vessel, along with sixty-nine pottery vessels. 
Two silver vessels were shaped as a hes vase, a third one, slightly smaller 
with a high lid, was of a type well known from royal burials, including 
those of New Kingdom queens.'” 

The biggest object in the side chamber was an offering table made of 
dark granite, 61 cm long, 50 cm wide, and 35 cm high (Fig. 55). Its top 
was entirely covered with depictions of offerings, such as prepared birds, 


55. Offering table of Neferuptah. Photo: Gianluca Miniaci. 
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several types of meat, and many vessels perhaps representing containers 
of further offerings. In the top corner were two long offering formulae 
for Neferuptah. On the front were two offering vases carved in three- 
dimensional relief. At the front of the table a water channel was provided 
for the libation that was once poured over the table. The table is very 
similar to one which was found in the pyramid burial chamber of Amen- 
emhat III at Hawara and which also belonged to Neferuptah. Most likely 
both tables were made in the same workshop. One difference between the 
two tables, however, concerns the inscriptions: on the table found in the 
king’s pyramid all the depictions of offerings are described in detail in 
the accompanying inscription. The materials are also different, this table 
being made of alabaster.!”? 

There were three pottery jars of a form typical of the late Twelfth 
Dynasty and early Thirteenth Dynasty,'”* probably containers for water, 
beer, or even wine. There were seven dishes also typical of this period,!” 
and fifty-nine small model vessels, consisting of bowls, hes vases, and cup- 
like vessels. The latter ones are also depicted on the two offering tables 
of Neferuptah. According to the captions on the almost identical offering 
table found in the pyramid of Amenemhat IH, they contained different 
types of beer and wine, but also fruits. The captions for beer and wine 
appear on even smaller vessels, providing the impression that captions 
from offering lists were copied and applied randomly to different types of 
vessels. The table is therefore not very helpful in providing the function of 
these vessels.” The pottery in the burial of Neferuptah is different from 
that found in the burials of most of the other royal women discussed here. 
The vessels were made of coarse Nile clay and were red coated. There 
was no queen’s ware so typical of the burials of the other women. Only the 


plates and model vessels have parallels in the other tombs.'” 


Who Was Neferuptah? 


Neferuptah is the only king’s daughter discussed in this book who is well 
known from sources beyond her tomb. She was the daughter of Amenem- 
hat III, appearing in reliefs next to her father in the small temple of Me- 
dinet Maadi. Her tomb is also mentioned in a letter found at Lahun. On 
Elephantine, fragments of her statue were found. A headless sphinx bears 
her name and that of Amenemhat IH. A fragment of a black granite statue 
comes from Darb el-Asfar and bears the otherwise unattested title “god’s 
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sister.” A magical wand found at Lisht also bears her name.’ Neverthe- 
less, it remains unclear whether the Neferuptah on the magical wand, and 
even on some of the other objects, might refer to a second woman with 
that name. 

In 1892 Flinders Petrie excavated the pyramid of Amenemhat III at 
Hawara and found in the burial chamber not only objects with the name 
of the king but also objects with the name of a king’s daughter Neferu- 
ptah, such as the above-mentioned offering table made of Egyptian ala- 
baster.” Amenemhat III is the last important and long-reigning ruler of 
the Twelfth Dynasty. He built two pyramids, one at Dahshur and another 
at Hawara, on the eastern edge of the Fayum, the great river oasis west of 
the Nile valley. The Hawara pyramid and the pyramid complex were al- 
ready famous in antiquity. The pyramid and its temple were known as the 
“Labyrinth” and described by several classical authors. However, already 
in Roman times it was being used as a quarry, and therefore little of it has 
survived. In the burial chamber of the Hawara pyramid were found two 
sarcophagi. One of them was most likely the sarcophagus of the king. The 
second was arranged between the sarcophagus of the king and the wall of 
the burial chamber. There were two stone slabs, one placed at the head 
end and one at the foot end, to form a second sarcophagus with a lid on 
top of the arrangement. Although neither of these mummy containers was 
inscribed, the second one is generally ascribed to Neferuptah. She is the 
only other person besides the king mentioned in the inscriptions of the 
tomb chamber. Evidently the king was buried in the main sarcophagus, or 
at least this is the impression given by this double burial. 

Neferuptah evidently had two burials, one within the pyramid of her 
father, the other about two kilometers away. It is only possible to guess at 
the reason for this, but it can be assumed that the king prepared a burial 
for his daughter within his pyramid but died before her. The pyramid was 
closed, and there was evidently no chance to open it again.” When the 
princess died some time later, she was buried in her own tomb. Perhaps 
she died much later, maybe even in the Thirteenth Dynasty.””' This is one 
possibility. Another option is that there were simply two daughters with 
the same name—not so uncommon in ancient Egypt. Indeed, there are 
some strange aspects of the burial of the princess within the king’s pyra- 
mid, especially as her sarcophagus was secondary and somewhat make- 
shift, as already indicated. Normally one would expect to find a proper 
sarcophagus and not such a provisional-looking arrangement. 
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The burial of Neferuptah within the pyramid of her father had already 
been heavily robbed when found. The name of Neferuptah was discov- 
ered on several fragments of the burial equipment. An interesting ob- 
servation concerns the treatment of the hieroglyphs. They are carved as 
normal signs, but later the legs of the birds were scratched out.” In the 
Thirteenth Dynasty, hieroglyphs on objects placed in the tomb chamber 
were often incomplete. The legs of birds are missing, the ends of snakes 
are not depicted, and human figures are avoided. The movement of living 
creatures was evidently seen as potentially dangerous for the deceased. 
The preparation of Neferuptah’s burial in her father’s pyramid evidently 
occurred at the time when these new hieroglyphs were introduced. 

Neferuptah must have enjoyed special status, as her name was often, 
though not always, written within a cartouche, the oval denoting royalty. 
Indeed, she is the first royal woman whose name was written inside a car- 
touche. This suggests that not all of the sources listed above must belong 
to her. On the magical wand her name is not placed in a cartouche. There, 
she is only called “king’s daughter.” This opens up the possibility that 
the object belongs to another princess with the same name. In her tomb, 
however, the name on the coffin fragments is written without a cartouche, 
while on other objects in the tomb it is written within a cartouche. The 
absence of the cartouche is therefore no proof that the magical wand be- 
longs to another woman. 

At first sight, the burial of Neferuptah appears exceptional in several 
ways. Compared to the burials of Senebtisi and Khenmet, the provision of 
jewelry seems to be quite limited. There is only one broad collar, there are 
necklaces, there is the apron, and there are armlets and anklets. In general, 
the equipment of personal adornments is similar to that of Nubhetepti- 
khered, also buried without a special jewelry box. From a technical point 
of view, however, the collars of Neferuptah and Nubhetepti-khered use 
elaborate cloisonné work, thus making them higher in quality and most 
likely more expensive than many of the collars found in the burials of the 
Dahshur and Lisht women, Ita, Senebtisi, and Itaweret. A further point 
might be that the production of funerary jewelry declined at some point 
toward the very end of the Twelfth or in the early Thirteenth Dynasty. 
Senebtisi had a full set of personal adornments specially made for the 
tomb. The jewelry in the tombs of Neferuptah and Nubhetepti-khered 
seems to have already been worn in daily life. 

Furthermore, there was no pectoral in Neferuptah’s burial. However, 
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so far all the examples of pectorals in the burials of king’s daughters were 
found in jewelry boxes of royal women and not on the mummy; tombs 
without jewelry boxes did not contain pectorals. This is true of the burials 
of Senebtisi, Neferuptah, and Nubhetepti-khered, and also for the buri- 
als of the women next to the pyramid of Amenemhat II. An exception is a 
pectoral found in a private tomb at Riggeh, which was indeed placed on 
the body of the deceased. Although the person buried here was of high 
status, he (or she) was most likely only buried with “real” jewelry and did 
not have the resources for funerary adornments. 

It seems that the custom of placing a jewelry box next to a woman 
stopped under Amenemhat IH, at least at the highest social level at the 
royal court. This might be one reason no pectorals from the Second In- 
termediate Period are known. Cloisonné work is still attested in the Thir- 
teenth Dynasty (the broad collar of Nubhetepti-khered), so technically 
the goldsmiths of the period were still able to produce pectorals. The next 
cloisonné-work pectoral comes from the very end of the Second Interme- 
diate Period with the burial of Queen Ahhotep at Thebes.” 

A further strange feature of Neferuptah’s tomb is the absence of 
canopic jars. They are attested in all the other royal burials discussed, and 
so are missing only here. Canopic jars are in general not common in the 
Middle Kingdom and are restricted to a small number of people. One ex- 
planation is that Neferuptah had only a wooden canopic box without any 
pottery and stone jars. The box might have rotted away long before the 
tomb was opened, and therefore left no trace. Canopic boxes without jars 
are not uncommon in the Middle Kingdom, but it still seems strange for 
such a high-status burial. In the pyramid of her father, remains of canopic 
boxes and fragments of jars were found.” 


THE KING’S DAUGHTER NUBHETEPTI-KHERED 


The burial of the king’s daughter Nubhetepti-khered’” was found by de 
Morgan and his team on 19 April 1894 at Dahshur. It was placed within 
the pyramid complex of Amenemhat III on the north side (Fig. 56). There, 
a row of shaft tombs had been cut, perhaps during the reign of that king. 
Burials of the early Thirteenth Dynasty were found in only two of the 
tombs, however: the burial of King Awibre Hor and next to it the burial of 
Nubhetepti-khered. They are so similar in general features that they can 
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56. The pyramid complex of Amenemhat III at Dahshur. Drawn by the author. 


be dated to about the same time. Nubhetepti-khered’s tomb consists of a 
shaft with a 14.6 m long corridor on the south side (Fig. 57). After about 
ten meters the corridor widened out, forming a small chamber. Behind a 
wall made of limestone blocks was a further chamber, which was found 
undisturbed. A third chamber under the second one contained the coffin 
of the princess. 

The first chamber was found empty and may never have contained 
any burial goods. The second chamber still contained two large dishes 
with many smaller model dishes, as well as a third dish containing a black 
powder, perhaps the remains of some funerary meal. Furthermore, there 
were eight pottery vessels and two rough bowls of the same material (Fig. 


57. Plan of the tomb of Nubhetepti-khered. From de Morgan 1895, fig. 249. 
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58. Plan of the antechamber to the tomb of 
Nubhetepti-khered. From de Morgan 1895, fig. 250. 


58). The pottery has been published only as drawings without detailed de- 
scription, but it seems that it is again queen’s ware, also known from buri- 
als of royal women of the Twelfth Dynasty.” In the corner of the chamber 
lay a long wooden box containing a mace, eight arrows, a wooden mirror 
covered with silver foil,” and an object similar to the tall hieroglyphic sa 
sign for “protection.” Finally, several royal insignia were found in the box 
(Fig. 59). There were two was scepters, a heqa scepter, and at least two 
staffs or perhaps spears. There is also a mekes scepter not known from the 
other court type burials described,” but that might relate to the bad pub- 
lication of the other burials. The mekes scepter is a long staff with some 
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59. Box with staves and scepters from the burial of Nubhetepti-khered. 
From de Morgan 1895, fig. 253. 


kind of ring attached around the middle. It is well known from depictions 
of kings.” From the published drawing it seems that several of these staffs 
and insignia were already broken before or at the time of the burial. All 
were made of wood. Of all the court type burials discussed, this is the best 
preserved, with the best documented set of staves and royal insignia. 
Next to this long box was a smaller one that contained eight alabaster 
vessels (Fig. 60). The lids of seven of these were inscribed, and according 
to these labels they contained the seven sacred oils: hekenu, hat-en-tehenu, 
hat-en-ash, tuaut, sefet, nekhenem, and seti-hab.”"° All these vessels have the 
shape of a cylinder, but wider at the top. The eighth one is smaller and 
more rounded. This shape of vessel was often used for containing kohl, a 
type of powder used for painting the eyes. The box with these oil vessels 
was found sealed. The imprint of the seal belonged to the “true [?] king’s 
acquaintance” Senebtifi. Next to the box were several bones, perhaps the 


60. Box with seven sacred oils from the burial of Nubhetepti-khered. 
From de Morgan 1895, fig. 258. 
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remains of the funerary meal, the meal for the journey to the underworld 
or the meal symbolizing the eternal food supply. 

Under this chamber was another one containing the wooden coffin, 
canopic box, and four canopic jars of the princess. Indeed, the wooden 
coffin was placed in a narrow recess in the floor that itself formed a kind 
of sarcophagus. This type of sarcophagus was already common in the Old 
Kingdom. There are many examples where a recess was cut into the floor 
of the burial chamber to accommodate the mummy of the deceased or a 
wooden coffin box.”!! In the Middle Kingdom this type of container for the 
body was no longer so common, but is still well attested. Several examples 
from the Eleventh Dynasty are decorated on the inside. These include 
the sarcophagus of the vizier Ipi?” and of the “overseer of sealers” Meru,?" 
both officials at the highest social level. Fewer examples are known from 
the Twelfth Dynasty. The container of King Amenemhat II at Dahshur 
was of this type, however, forming a small chamber under the floor level of 
the main burial chamber.’"* In the Thirteenth Dynasty, this type became 
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62. Coffin of Nubhetepti-khered. From de Morgan 1895, pl. XXXVI. 


The architectural construction of Nubhetepti-khered’s tomb was not 
examined by de Morgan in detail, and there is the possibility that she was 
placed in a sarcophagus similar to those found around the pyramid of 
King Khendjer. 

At the southern end of Nubhetepti-khered’s burial chamber, on the 
eastern side, was a niche where the canopic box was found. The wooden 
coffin of Nubhetepti-khered was placed in the sarcophagus chamber (Fig. 
62). Inscriptions on it were incised on gold foil. The decorative scheme 
of the coffin had the standard layout for the Middle Kingdom coffins. 
There was a horizontal text line at the top of each coffin side as well as 
four columns on the long sides and two columns on the short sides. The 
lid was vaulted, with one text line down the middle. The inside of the cof- 
fin was undecorated. ‘The texts on the coffin show a standard late Middle 
Kingdom text program. The four children of Horus are invoked to take 
care of the limbs of the princess. On the lid was a spell mentioning the sky 
goddess Nut. On the back appeared Anubis, protector god of the embalm- 
ing, and on the front, east, side of the coffin was a spell to ensure that the 
“sight” of the princess was open so that she could see the sun god passing 
across the sky.?!” 

Inside the coffin there must have been an anthropoid inner coffin, of 
which only fragments of the thin gold covering were found by the excava- 
tors. A uraeus and a vulture were found at the head end and might have 
adorned the face of the anthropoid coffin. De Morgan and his team did 
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not recognize that there was an anthropoid coffin, but a careful rereading 
of his report with comparison to similar finds makes it very likely that this 
type of coffin was present.?"® 

On the mummy were placed a broad collar with falcon head terminals 
and a counterpoise also with a falcon head (Fig. 63). Originally, the coun- 
terpoise was not recognized by the excavators as belonging to the broad 
collar. Instead, the falcon head was incorporated into the reconstruction 
of the flail that was found next to the body of the princess. With parallels 
from later discoveries in mind, however, it now seems much more likely 
that the falcon head was part of the counterpoise for the collar.”'” The col- 
lar itself was made of several semiprecious stones, with drop-shaped beads 
on the underside in cloisonné work. 

The arms and legs of Nubhetepti-khered were adorned with armlets 
and anklets. Two of them were made of gold and carnelian, the other 
two of gold and green feldspar. Around the head was a silver diadem. 
Its back was decorated with a disk inlaid with a red stone and flanked by 
two lotus flowers. Surrounding this was an incised block decoration inlaid 
with a brown-colored stone. Sadly, the front part of the diadem was found 
totally decayed, and it therefore remains unknown whether it once had 
additional decoration. Furthermore, the description of the diadem in de 
Morgan’s publication is very brief and leaves many questions unanswered, 
especially regarding the materials used as inlays.’’° So far, no similar di- 
adems have been found in other burials of this period. At Byblos were 
found two gold bands of a similar design together with two uraei, perhaps 
once forming a similar diadem.’’! Furthermore, there are two diadems 
known from the Second Intermediate Period, about 150 years later, which 
are very similar to the one from the burial of Nubhetepti-khered. One 
perhaps once belonged to the Seventeenth Dynasty king Nubkheperre 
Intef, buried at Thebes.” It too has a disk flanked by two lotus flowers 
at the back, and the silver circle has an almost identical block decoration, 
though not inlaid. The king’s diadem has a uraeus at the front, and at the 
back are silver extensions imitating the ends of a tie made of fabric. A very 
similar example dates to about the same period and is adorned at the front 
with two uraei, but the circlet is decorated with a “basketwork” design 
rather than a block pattern.’”’ It might once have belonged to a queen, 
as two uraei appear sporadically for queens, but not for kings, before the 
Late Period. Both Second Intermediate Period examples are simpler and 
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63. The skeleton of Nubhetepti-khered in its coffin, as published by de Morgan. 
On the right are some objects found with the princess: (from top to bottom) 
diadem; uraeus and vulture, both once perhaps adorning the anthropoid coffin; 
broad collar; blade of a dagger found at the pelvis; swallow, also found at the pelvis; 
armlets. From de Morgan 1895, figs. 264, 265, 267, pls. XXXVIII f, g; photos of 
armlets and counterpoise of broad collar by Juan R. Lázaro; photos of broad collar, 
vulture, and swallow by the author. 
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inferior in workmanship and quality to that of Nubhetepti-khered. The 
block decoration on the circlet is not inlaid, only incised. Nevertheless, 
the diadem of Nubhetepti-khered evidently represents a new type of jew- 
elry that became popular in the following period. Comparable circlets are 
known from depictions in art, however, and were perhaps once made of 
an organic material.””* 

Next to the mummy several insignia were found. On her belly on the 
left side lay the blade from a golden dagger, the handle of which was no 
longer preserved.” There was the flail, already mentioned, made of sev- 
eral materials, and several staffs and scepters. In the drawing from the 
publication two was scepters and a heqa scepter are visible.” At the pelvis 
was a swallow made of carnelian. Finally, at the head end were two cylin- 
drical cosmetic vases. 

The swallow found at the pelvis is not depicted in the publication, but 
a similar one was found in the tomb of the king’s daughter Neferuptah and 
other burials of this type, where it seems to be part of a girdle. 

The canopic box next to the coffin was decorated in the same way 
as the coffin. It was made of wood, with inscriptions on gold foil. The 
preserved inscriptions on the horizontal lines mention three of the four 
children of Horus, Hapy, Duamutef, and Amset, and also Qebehsenuef. 
The spell is also known from Pyramid Texts but appears here only as a 
shortened version. The goddesses Neith, Isis, Selket, and Nephthys are 
mentioned on the vertical columns. These deities are known from several 
inscriptions on canopic jars and boxes as protectors of the entrails. The 
columns on the box are spells otherwise attested on canopic jars.””’ 

Inside the canopic box were found the four canopic jars, again in- 
scribed with typical spells for such vessels and naming the same deities: 
“Words spoken by Selket: your arms are covering Qebehsenuef, who is 
before you; the revered one before Qebehsenuef, the king’s daughter 
Nubhetepti-khered, true of voice.” 

The real meaning behind the spells remains obscure. The “covering” 
might relate to the mummification, while Selket (and the other goddesses) 
in these spells might speak to another goddess; “you” in this spell is the 
feminine “you” of the Egyptian language, which had different words for 
“you” when addressing men, women, or several people. It is unlikely that 
Nubhetepti-khered is addressed here. On the canopic box of King Awibre 
Hor, buried next to the princess, similar spells appear, and here again ap- 
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pears the feminine “you. 
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Who Was Nubhetepti-khered? 


Little is known about Nubhetepti-khered.”*° Her name means “The Gold 
is satisfied, the child.” Nub, the Gold, is a common element of women’s 
names of the Thirteenth Dynasty and is another name for the goddess 
Hathor.?! 

According to her teeth, Nubhetepti-khered died when she was about 
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forty-five years old.” This estimate, however, should be taken with great 
reservation. Her skeleton was examined more than a hundred years ago. 
More recent research on human remains is cautious about estimating the 
age of the deceased. It is now realized that people age differently. Only 
for young people of less than twenty years of age is it possible to provide 
closer dates, as their bodies are still growing and there are indeed some 
common identifiable patterns.”? Therefore, probably the best that can be 
said from this old account is that Nubhetepti-khered was certainly not 
young when she died. For a more exact date of her death, a new examina- 
tion of her bones is needed. 

At first, de Morgan believed that King Hor and Nubhetepti-khered 
were children of Amenemhat III. He thought that Hor was a coregent 
who died before his father. One indication for this was the use of a seal 
naming Amenemhat III in Hor’s tomb.”* Soon, however, Egyptologists 
such as Maspero, Wiedemann, Petrie, Weill, and von Bissing realized that 
King Hor is mentioned with his throne name Awibre in the Turin Canon 
(there as Awtibre).?*> The Turin Canon is an ancient Egyptian king list 
of the New Kingdom, today very much destroyed but still an important 
source for the sequence of Egyptian kings. According to this list, King 
Hor ruled in the early Thirteenth Dynasty. Nubhetepti-khered was bur- 
ied next to this king, and her burial equipment is very close to his in style, 
indicating that they were buried at about the same time. It can be said 
therefore that Nubhetepti-khered dates to the Thirteenth Dynasty. 

Nubhetepti-khered is so far not yet attested for certain outside her 
burial. However, there is a scarab seal of a king’s daughter Nubhetepti,”*° 
and there are two queens with the same name. One of them bore the 
titles “king’s wife” and “king’s mother.” The other bore the title “great 
king’s wife, united with the white crown.”?”’ Both are known mainly from 
scarab seals, although the former lady’s name is also preserved on a broken 
statue found at Semna, the Middle Kingdom frontier fortification in Nu- 
bia. Several questions surround these women. Nubhetepti-khered means 
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Nubhetepti-the-child. This indicates that there was another Nubhetepti 
of an older generation, perhaps even the mother of Nubhetepti-khered. 
If we accept this idea, Queen Nubhetepti was the wife of King Hor and 
the mother of Nubhetepti-khered.’** A further Nubhetepti is known, the 
mother of a king Sobekhotep. She is known only from seals, where she 
appears as “king’s mother.”?° 


SATHATHOR AND MERERET 


In 1895 de Morgan excavated the pyramid and pyramid complex of Se- 
nusret IH at Dahshur (Fig. 64). The pyramid was built of mud bricks 
and measured about 107 m long (204 Egyptian cubits) at the base, with a 
height originally of about 64 m.’ The pyramid stood within a complex 
containing a big temple on the south side, a smaller one on the east side, 
and three smaller pyramids of royal women on the south side. North of 
the pyramid of Senusret III were the remains of four more pyramids. De 
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64. The pyramid complex of Senusret ITI at Dahshur. Most of the smaller pyramids 
belong to royal women. The underground gallery lies on the northeast side. 
Drawn by the author. 
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Morgan originally thought that these were mastabas, but more recent re- 
search by Dieter Arnold has identified them as pyramids." The pyramids 
on the north side of the pyramid had bases of about 16.80 m square, and, 
with some caution, their height has been calculated to have been about 
13 to 17 m.’*” Of the small chapels on the east side of each pyramid, only 
some small relief fragments and foundations have survived, so that it is not 
possible to reconstruct their plan, although it seems likely that they each 
consisted of a single room decorated with reliefs.” The underground 
burial apartments of these pyramids consist of several rooms. Each has a 
burial chamber with the sarcophagus and two side chambers. The func- 
tion of the latter is unknown, but one of these chambers must have stored 
a canopic chest, and in the other most likely were placed burial goods, 
such as jewelry boxes. The arrangement is similar to those found in the 
tomb of Sathathoriunet at Lahun, mentioned above. The owner of the 
first pyramid is unknown. A broken statue of the “high steward” Nesmont 
was found there, but it seems highly unlikely that he was buried here. 
Burials of high state officials in pyramids next to the royal pyramid are not 
yet attested. In the burial chamber under the second pyramid was found 
an inscribed sarcophagus naming the king’s wife Nefrethenut. The third 
pyramid belonged to the king’s daughter Itakayet. Her name was found on 
relief fragments from her burial chapel. The owner of the fourth pyramid 
remains unknown. Only Itakayet is also known from sources outside the 
pyramid. A king’s daughter with this name appears on a papyrus fragment 
found at Lahun. The fragment also mentions the king’s daughter Nefret 
and the king’s son Senusret-seneb. Perhaps they were children of Senusret 
II. This would make Itakayet a sister of Senusret III, generally thought to 
be the daughter of Senusret 11.* 

An unusual feature of these four pyramids is a gangway or gallery con- 
necting the underground burial chambers (Fig. 65). Nothing similar is 
attested for any other pyramid before Senusret III. Normally each burial 
apartment under or within the pyramid of a queen or king’s daughter 
and located next to that of a king is a single unit, not connected to the 
next pyramid. In addition, on the east side, this gangway led into an un- 
derground gallery with eight further burials, most likely all belonging to 
royal women, as the few preserved names and titles indicate. These buri- 
als were placed in chambers open to the gangway. Two chambers have 
additional niches for the canopic chest, while in the other chambers the 
chest was placed next to the coffin. In general the canopic chest was al- 
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65. Plan of the galleries of the pyramid complex of Sensusret II. 
Drawn by the author. 


ways placed south of the sarcophagus. Only two of the sarcophagi have 
an inscription. One names the “king’s daughter, who is united with the 
white crown” Menet, the other the “king’s daughter” Senet-Senebtisi. 
For Menet were also found two inscribed canopic jars. At present, neither 
of these two princesses is known from any other sources. In antiquity the 
gallery was entered by robbers, and all the sarcophagi were opened and 
looted. In the eastern gallery, however, de Morgan found placed in a hole 
in the floor two boxes filled with jewelry, overlooked by the tomb robbers. 
Evidently these were jewelry boxes belonging to two of the princesses 
buried there. 


SATHATHOR 


The first box was discovered on 6 March 1894 under the floor level close 
to burials 7 and 9.** According to de Morgan’s description it was placed in 
a hole in the floor of the gallery. Recent excavations failed to find any such 
hole, however, and the circumstances of the find remain somewhat mys- 
terious.”* It is not clear who owned this jewelry, but the finds included a 
scarab with the title and name of the “king’s daughter” Sathathor (“daugh- 
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66. Pectoral of Sathathor with the throne name of Senusret 
II (5.2 cm high). Photo: Juergen Liepe. 


ter of Hathor”), and so it has been assumed that this princess was buried 
here and owned the treasure. The possibility remains, however, that this 
princess presented the scarab to the woman buried here. She might have 
been her mother, sister, or daughter. The ownership of the treasure is 
therefore not really certain, though the king’s daughter with the name 
Sathathor remains a likely candidate. The jewelry was found in a badly de- 
cayed wooden box that was partly gilded. It seems that these were adorn- 
ments already worn in life, as they were much heavier than many of the 
thin items found on many mummies. Georges Legrain’s description of the 
objects listed more than fifty pieces. 

The outstanding masterpiece in this treasure is certainly a pectoral 
bearing the throne name of Senusret II (Fig. 66). It is rectangular and 
takes the form of a shrine with a cornice at the top. In the middle are 
two names of the king: Neteru-hetep Khakheperre (“the gods are satis- 
fied, may the forms of Re appear”). The latter name is written within 
a cartouche. On both sides a Horus falcon stands on the hieroglyphic 
sign for “gold.” The name and the falcons can be read as “Golden Horus 
Neteru-hetep.” The Golden Horus name is part of the royal titulary. Each 
falcon is depicted wearing the double crown of Upper and Lower Egypt. 
Behind the falcon on each side are a sun disk and a uraeus hanging from it, 
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67. Fastening piece for a bracelet. From de 
Morgan 1895, pl. XVI, 2. 


and from each uraeus hangs an ankh 
sign. The pectoral, 5.2 cm high, is 
made of gold, carnelian, lapis lazuli, 
and turquoise. The dominant colors 
of the piece are red and two shades 
of green. Both falcons and the name 
Neteru-hetep are inlaid with two 
shades of a green material. With the 
pectoral there was almost certainly 
once a necklace; indeed, de Morgan 
found many beads from it. 

Other masterpieces from this 
treasure include two armlets with fas- 
tening pieces in the shape of a djed 
pillar (Fig. 67)?“ A similar armlet 
with fastening pieces in the shape of a 
djed pillar was found in the burial of queen Khenmet-nefer-hedjet-weret, 
wife of Senusret II, discovered in 1995. The armlets were again made of 
gold, carnelian, lapis lazuli, and turquoise. The bracelets must also have 


consisted of several hundred smaller beads, perhaps with several gold 
spacer bars between them—at least this can be surmised from better re- 
corded pieces found elsewhere. Although it is not certain, there were most 
likely also anklets. These tend to be simpler, however, without decorated 
claps and are therefore harder to identify if not found on mummies. Two 
golden bird claws’°’ were found in the treasure, which are known to have 
been worn at anklets. 

Two other bracelets were much simpler and made just of gold foil. 
There were also six golden lions,” which may have belonged to three 
armlets. Indeed, similar lions were found at Saqqara, where two of them 
formed part of an armlet. Similar lions were also found at Buhen, but 
there they belonged to a necklace. It seems that these lions could have 
had several functions and were not restricted to a particular type of per- 
sonal adornment. Six bigger golden cowry shells might have belonged 
to a girdle.” In the Saqqara tomb just mentioned, they were found in 
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exactly this position. About thirty-one smaller shells might have belonged 
to another girdle or to a necklace.”** Sixteen knots made of gold could 
have come from a third girdle and were most likely arranged between 
beads. Another option is that they belonged to a bead arrangement used 
as a body chain. Hanging from one of the knots is a papyrus plant. Finally, 
there are other smaller examples of fine gold work whose exact function 
remains uncertain. A small motto clasp shows two netjer (hieroglyphic for 
“ood”), an ib (“heart”) sign, and a hetep (“peace”) sign. It might have been 
a pendant from a necklace or from one of the girdles. Another fine piece 
shows two papyrus plants and the goddess Bat in the middle. Bat is shown 
as a cow, in frontal view, and is closely related to Hathor, who is also often 
depicted as cow. There are two cylinders, one made of gold. Both had a 
loop at the top and could therefore have been used as pendants. Five scar- 
abs were found. One is made of amethyst and shows on the underside the 
throne name of Senusret III, Khakaure. Another is made of faience and 
names the “king’s daughter Sathathor, lady of honor.” Two scarabs show 
the Egyptian symbol “unification of the two lands,” and the last scarab has 
no further decoration on the underside. 

Next to the jewelry some cosmetic objects were found. There was a 
silver mirror with a partly gilded handle. There were eight vases made of 
alabaster, six of them tall open forms and two rather globular and short. 

Some pottery was found with the burial assigned to Sathathor (tomb 9 
in the gallery). The pottery indicates that the burial took place in the early 
years of Amenemhat III’ reign.?** 


Who Was Sathathor? 


Sathathor is known from a scarab seal found in the “first treasure” in the 
gallery tombs at Dahshur, next to the pyramid of Senusret IH. On the 
scarab she bears the title “king’s daughter.”*** The date and the position of 
this king’s daughter are debatable. The find spot of the first treasure in- 
dicates that she was the daughter of Senusret III. This is far from certain, 
however. The scarab might be a present by a king’s daughter to a member 
of the family. It is known that burials were still made under Amenemhat 
III within that gallery. Sathathor might therefore date under this king and 
be a daughter of his.?°° 

Two king’s names were found in the treasure of Sathathor: Senusret II 
and Senusret IH. From these it might be concluded that the woman who 
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owned it was the daughter or contemporary of the first king and died un- 
der the second. Other scenarios are also possible, however: for instance, 
she could have been the daughter of Senusret III and received the objects 
with the name of Senusret II as heirlooms. 

The name Sathathor is one of the most common from the Middle 
Kingdom, and there are indeed other royal women with that name, but it 
is unlikely that they are identical with this princess. From the Thirteenth 
Dynasty are known a king’s wife’’’ and a king’s sister with that name (the 
latter appears in an administrative document known today as Papyrus 
Boulaq 18). While there is the possibility that these two women are in 
fact the same person, who was first the king’s sister and later became a 
king’s wife, it seems rather unlikely that our king’s daughter Sathathor, 
most likely dating to the Twelfth Dynasty, is related to them, principally 
because they date to the Thirteenth Dynasty. From about the same time 
comes a canopic jar of a king’s daughter Sathathor. This object appeared 
several years ago on the art market. Its provenance is unknown, but 
Dahshur seems likely. It again seems doubtful, however, that this woman 
is identical with the princess known from her jewelry, as the canopic jar 
most likely dates to the very end of the Twelfth or the early Thirteenth 
Dynasty. The hieroglyphs on it are incomplete, which is more typical 
of the Thirteenth Dynasty. Another option for a possible identification 
comes from the inscription “member of the elite, king’s daughter, beloved 
of Hathor, the mistress of myrrh, Sathathorduat.” This appears on an 
alabaster vessel lid found at Tell el-Dab’a in the Delta.” In the Middle 
Kingdom people quite frequently had both a long and a short version of 
a name. Sathathorduat might be just a longer version of Sathathor. As al- 
ready indicated, however, Sathathor is a common name, and there is also 
Sathathoriunet from Lahun with a longer name and possibly not identical 
to this Sathathor. Finally, it might be argued that they are identical and 
the scarabs in the treasure are presents of Sathathor to an unknown royal 
woman. Therefore, any identification should be made with great caution 
and can only be confirmed with further evidence. 


MERERET 


The “second treasure” in the gallery next to the pyramid of Senusret II at 
Dahshur was found on 8 March 1894 and contained an even greater num- 
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ber of personal adornments and cosmetic objects.” The two best-known 
pieces of the treasure are again pectorals, one with the throne name of 
Senusret III, Khakaure, and one with the throne name of Amenemhat 
III, Nimaatre. Several scarabs in the treasure are inscribed for the “king’s 
daughter” Mereret, once written Meryt. Mereret is thus most often re- 
garded as the owner of the jewelry.” 

The following objects were found: 


1. One pectoral measuring 6 cm wide and 5 cm high (Fig. 68). 
The frame shows a shrine with a lotus plant supporting the 
roof. In the middle is a cartouche with the name Khakaure 
(the throne name of Senusret IT); above the cartouche is a 
vulture with outstretched wings protecting the scene under it. 
On the left and right are griffins, each with a feather crown, 
trampling two enemies of Egypt, one light skinned, perhaps 
an Asiatic, the other dark skinned, perhaps representing 
a Nubian. Blue and red are the dominant colors of the 
pectoral.’*! 

2. A second pectoral is again framed by a pavilion (Fig. 69). At 
the top there is again a vulture, whose wings are spread over 
the whole scene. In the middle the name Nimaatre (the throne 
name of Amenemhat II) appears twice within a cartouche. 
Between the cartouches is written “the good god, lord of the 
two lands, beating all foreign lands.” The main subject of the 
pectoral is the king, twice shown smiting an enemy with a 
mace. Behind the king an ankh sign is depicted with a fan. The 
enemies kneeling on the ground are identified by the label 


describing Amenemhat IT’s actions, “smiting Asiatics.”’” 


While both pectorals from the treasure of Mereret are remarkable 
objects, they are technically and in terms of composition inferior to those 
from the treasures of Sathathoriunet and Sathathor. The scenes in the 
pectorals of Mereret appear overcrowded. Every available space is filled 
with figures and hieroglyphs. It has more than once been noted in discus- 
sions of these pectorals that this is an indication of a slight decline in the 
goldsmith’s art under Amenemhat II.” Indeed, this overcrowding can 
be found on several object types under Amenemhat III and seems to be 
a typical style of the period. One other example would be the offering 


68. The “first” pectoral of Mereret, with throne name of 
Senusret ITI (8.5 cm wide). Photo: Juergen Liepe. 
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69. The “second” pectoral of Mereret, with throne name of 
Amenemhat III (8.2 x 4.7 cm). Photo: Juergen Liepe. 
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tables of Neferuptah found in her tomb and in the pyramid of her father, 
Amenemhat II, at Hawara.’** Earlier offering tables always have depic- 
tions of a small selection of offerings on the main surface with wide space 
around them, whereas on Neferuptah’s table there are literally about a 
hundred offerings depicted, closely packed side by side. Another example 
is the decorative layout of stelae produced in the reign of Amenemhat 
II. They display a type of checkerboard pattern, quite often with a large 
number of people shown side by side, often not distinguished by rank or 
status. 
Further jewelry and objects found were: 


3. A massive golden shell, with the top end pierced. The shell 
was most likely a pendant for a necklace. 


265 


4. A second golden shell, with inlays imitating a lotus flower. 


al 


. A third golden shell, once with inlays.’* 
6. A falcon in cloisonné technique. Each claw holds a shen ring. 
267 


The figure is placed on a piece of gold with two loops. 


SI 


. A row of ten golden cowry shells, once belonging to a girdle.” 


o0 


. A girdle with eight double leopard heads, identical to a girdle 
found in the treasure of Sathathoriunet at Lahun (Fig. 70).’” 
9. A necklace consisting of long beads. 
10. A necklace with twenty-six golden shells. 
11. Twelve small shells, most likely from a girdle or necklace. 
12. A necklace with gold-framed beads. 
13. Beads. 
14. Twelve knots in gold, perhaps from bracelets or armlets. 
15-16. Two terminals from bracelets, bearing the throne name of 
Amenemhat II: Nimaatre.?”° 
17. Two simple golden bracelets. 
18. Two bracelets. 
19. Four lions, perhaps from bracelets. 
20. Two bird claws in gold, probably from anklets (Fig. 70). 
21. Remains of a mirror with a papyriform handle. 
22. Remains of two handles from two mirrors, both with a 
leopard head at the top and a plant for the lower part. 
23. A mirror handle with a Hathor head.?”° 
24. Remains of a mirror box? 
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25. Two heads of Hathor, perhaps from a box? 
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70. Girdle and anklets of Mereret. The anklet in the 
middle is wrongly reconstructed as one necklace; once it 
must have formed two anklets. Photo: Juergen Liepe (JE 

30879, JE 30923). 


26-27. Two silver mirrors with remains of a gilded box, perhaps 
belonging to the handles mentioned above. 
28. The lower part of a mirror handle. 
29. A golden inlaid shen ring. 
30. Three motto pendants with aw and ib signs, meaning “joy.”?”* 
31. A motto pendant with two netjer signs, one ib sign, and one 
hetep sign: “the hearts of the two gods are satisfied.” 
32. A motto pendant with two sa signs and one ankh sign, all 
surmounting a neb sign, meaning “all life and protection.” 
33-34. Two rings.” 
35-54. Twenty scarabs, several with the title “king’s daughter” and 
the name Mereret. 
55. A golden cylinder.?” 
56. A second cylinder. 
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71. The two “foreign” rings of Mereret. Cairo CG 52238; CG 
52239. From Vernier 1909, pl. XXII. 


57. A small cartouche. 
58-73. Fifteen vases, one made of lapis lazuli.” 
74. A mace head. 
75. A stone for sharpening razors (?). 
76. Three razors. 


The two rings (nos. 33 and 34) are of special interest (Fig. 71). They 
are both made of gold. The larger one shows on the decorated face a 
checkerboard pattern made in granulation, while the other shows four 
spirals. The rings are made of one piece, while most Egyptian rings are 
made of wire, with the decorated part most often a different piece of jew- 
elry, such as a scarab. Granulation is very rare in the Middle Kingdom, 
and on Egyptian jewelry it is usually restricted to late Middle Kingdom 
cylinders. With some reservation it might be argued that the two rings 
are not Egyptian but were made somewhere in the Middle East or even 


on Crete.*”8 


Who Was Mereret? 


Three scarabs with the name of a king’s daughter Mereret were found 
in the second treasure at Dahshur.’” A fourth scarab offers the writing 
Meryt;”* it too provides the title “king’s daughter.” There seems to be 
a good chance that Mereret was the owner of the treasure, as the high 
number of scarabs with the same name is possibly no accident. She was 
perhaps a daughter of Senusret III, although conclusive proof of this is 
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missing. In the same treasure were found a scarab bearing the title “king’s 
wife of the Lower Egyptian king,” and another seal with the title the 


29282 


“king’s wife, united with the white crown.” However, the latter scarab 
is perhaps to be translated “king’s wife Khenmetneferdhedjet.” Following 
the first translation it has been assumed that Mereret was also a wife of 
Senusret II. As no name is provided, this remains a guess. Therefore, in 
Egyptological literature, Mereret also appears as queen (king’s wife). 
This goes back to two scarabs from the same find. In Egyptology there is 
some discussion whether “united with the white crown” (Khenmetnefer- 
hedjet) is a proper name or just the title of a royal woman. The latter case 
would mean that on the latter scarab only the titles of a queen appear, not 
her name. This is not common in ancient Egypt, where the name is so im- 
portant for the identification of a person. The scarab therefore more likely 
belongs to the king’s wife Khenmetneferhedjet. Therefore Mereret was 
not a king’s wife. The title “king’s wife” is never connected with her name. 


CHAPTER 2 


Other Burials of Women 


The most important undisturbed tombs of other women, not buried in 
court type style, are presented in this chapter in order to gain a better 
understanding of the burials of the royal and highest-status women buried 
in the court type style discussed in Chapter 1. 

While the items of jewelry found in these other burials have many 
points in common with those from court type burials, it is striking that the 
other items of burial equipment are in general different, even though all 
the burials date from more or less the same period and many of these non- 
royal women are of high social status. Most notably, these tombs contain 
only a few objects produced by the funerary industry. A large amount, pos- 
sibly all, of the jewelry had already been worn in daily life. The only other 
common burial goods were pottery and sometimes stone vessels. Further 
burial goods in the tombs presented in this chapter are rare. This might 
come as a surprise, as other grave goods of the late Middle Kingdom spo- 
radically placed in tombs include faience figures of animals, most notably 
those of hippopotami, the so-called magical wands made of hippopotamus 
ivory and decorated with an array of deities and magical figures, the first 
“true” shabtis (those bearing the shabti spell), and heart scarabs. In a few 
tombs models of fruits made of faience were found.! There are sometimes 
also canopic jars and canopic boxes. Few of these objects appear in the 
following tombs with rich jewelry, however. This might be an accident 
of preservation, but it might also show that these objects were rare in the 
late Middle Kingdom, while tombs with rich jewelry were much more 
common. Indeed, all the objects mentioned appear sporadically and are 
not really typical of the period, belonging rather to exceptions relating 
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to a higher social level. An average burial consisted of a coffin, some jew- 
elry, and pottery vessels. Poor people were buried in shallow holes in the 
ground,’ while wealthy people had a tomb chapel with a deep shaft and a 
burial chamber at the bottom.’ Because so many tombs have suffered from 
looting, these conclusions should be made with great caution, but surely it 
is the jewelry that would be robbed first, so if jewelry was found, it seems 
highly likely that the other burial equipment is quite complete. As always 
in archaeology, though, a new excavation in a well-preserved cemetery 
might change this picture. 

A common problem in archaeology is the sexing of bodies found in 
tombs. Most of the bodies from the tombs described below were sexed in 
the relevant publications, which means that the excavators were trained 
to make a quick judgment on the sex of the skeletons found. Often, how- 
ever, these excavators were not trained as physical anthropologists.* In 
some cases inscriptions are useful for identification, but in many tombs 
of the level below that of royal and highest-status women no inscriptions 
are preserved, or they may not have been used on any parts of the burial 
equipment. For these reasons the sex of some of the people whose burials 
are described below must remain conjectural. The pattern of high-quality 
jewelry in connection with cosmetic objects in some tombs might too eas- 
ily persuade the modern archaeologist to believe that these are all tombs 
of women. The reality may well be more complicated.’ 


HETEPET’S TOMB, TETI PYRAMID CEMETERY 


The undisturbed burial (tomb 41) of the lady Hetepet was found at 
Saqqara near the pyramid of the Old Kingdom king Teti.° Around this 
pyramid a huge cemetery had already developed in the Sixth Dynasty, 
and it remained in use until the Late Period. This burial ground most 
likely served part of the population living in Memphis. Several of the 
tombs date to the late Middle Kingdom. The burials are of special impor- 
tance for our knowledge of the period, not least because they are among 
the best recorded and published of all late Middle Kingdom tombs (Fig. 
72). 

The tomb of Hetepet consisted of a six-meter-deep shaft with a small 
chamber at the bottom on the east side. The chamber was blocked by 
three slabs of stone. Behind the slabs was a slim mud-brick wall, just one 
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72. Plan of the cemetery north of the pyramid complex of the Sixth Dynasty king 
Teti at Saqqara. Redrawn by the author after Firth, Gunn 1926, pl. 51. 


brick thick. The chamber contained just the coffin and five identical ves- 
sels of red clay on its west side. The coffin of Hetepet was covered on the 
exterior with pitch or a resin-like substance. It had a vaulted lid with raised 
ends. In the coffin was found the skeleton of a girl placed on her back with 
her head to the north looking to the west. The interior of the coffin was 
painted or plastered white and had texts in vertical columns, sadly not well 
preserved, so that the excavators were able to identify only the name of 
the coffin owner. 

The girl’s body was richly adorned with jewelry, some of it helpful for 
reconstructing the examples found at Dahshur, as here they were recorded 
with greater precision by the excavators. The girl was wearing a girdle 
of eight large cowry-shaped silver shells connected by a leather string. 
Around her neck was a necklace of smaller gold shells,’ and at her wrist 
was an armlet consisting of beads with two small golden lions perhaps as 
centerpieces.® There were also fragments of pink clay lions once covered 
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with gold leaf. They belonged to a bracelet with wooden beads covered 
with thin gold foil. Finally, there were three strings of carnelian,’ garnet, 
and amethyst!! beads from one or several necklaces. The burial makes a 
simple, but certainly not poor, impression. Next to the personal adorn- 
ments, the only grave goods were the coffin and the pottery jars. 


TOMB 129, TETI PYRAMID CEMETERY 


Another tomb found at Saqqara, close to the Teti pyramid, contained 
three burials (Fig. 73). It was again a shaft tomb, this time with three 
chambers in the southern side of the shaft. The whole burial complex was 
found undisturbed. 
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73. Plan of Saqqara tomb 129. Redrawn by the author after Firth, 
Gunn 1926, fig. 26. 
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The first chamber contained only a coffin with one female skeleton. 
No burial goods were found. South of that chamber was the second cham- 
ber, with a second burial. Here a large wooden coffin with a vaulted lid, 
painted black with a substance described in the excavation report as bitu- 
men or resin, was discovered. The coffin was uninscribed. Within it was 
a second one of fine cedar wood. This coffin had blue wedjat eyes painted 
on the outside and was partly gilded. The edges of the coffin were also 
painted blue. In the coffin were found the remains of a woman placed on 
her back. On the left side of the coffin were four sticks, already broken in 
antiquity and repaired. There was also an alabaster vase with a separate 
neck. The woman’s only jewelry was a collar of faience and gold cylinder 
beads with black stone pendants. Finally, the third burial contained the 
remains of a coffin, two decayed sticks, and three pottery vessels." The 
arrangement of the second chamber seems to be quite similar to those 
burials of royal women found next to the pyramid of Amenemhat II at 
Dahshur. Here and in Dahshur there was an outer coffin or sarcopha- 
gus, entirely undecorated, and a second coffin sparingly decorated with 
gold foil and wedjat eyes (compare Chapter 1). The jewelry found in the 
Saqqara tomb is much simpler; presumably the women buried there did 
not have access to the resources available to the royal women buried at 
Dahshur. Any sign of Osiris (royal) regalia was also missing. 


TOMB 206, TETI PYRAMID CEMETERY 


‘Tomb 206 was the burial of a child placed in a simple shaft within a coffin, 
again found next to the pyramid of Teti at Saqqara. The child was placed 
on the right side with the head to the north and looking to the west. This 
is exceptional, as most often the deceased faced east. The only burial goods 
were again a small set of jewelry items. There was a necklace of gold beads 
with shell-shaped pendants also of gold, a series of gold plaques in the 
shape of the hieroglyphic sign khenti, and some beads of gold and carnelian. 


SATIP’S TOMB, DAHSHUR 


At Dahshur, next to the pyramids of the Twelfth Dynasty kings, not only 
the tombs of the king’s daughters and queens but also burials of other 
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individuals belonging to the royal court were excavated. The mastabas of 
viziers, treasurers, and other high state officials were unearthed. Most of 
these tombs were found looted, with little of the original burial equipment 
remaining. There are some exceptions, however. One of these is the un- 
disturbed burial of Satip” close to the pyramid of Senusret III, excavated 
by de Morgan’s team. The burial was found in a chamber at the end of a 
shaft about 6.8 m deep. The door of the chamber was blocked by mud 
bricks. Directly behind them stood the coffin of Satip, which was found 
badly decayed. Originally it was inscribed on the inside with long religious 
texts, but only parts of the inscription could be copied by the excavators. 
These were the Pyramid Text spells 247 to 258. These spells are not yet 
attested in this full sequence on any other coffin, but they appear in two 
tomb chambers of the Middle Kingdom: that of Senusretankh, buried at 
Lisht perhaps under king Amenemhat II, and the tomb chamber of the 
vizier and treasurer Siese, who was in office under the same king, perhaps 
at the end of his reign. In both cases, it seems that the tomb chambers 
were recreations of Old Kingdom royal tomb chambers, especially those 
of King Unas. On the coffin of Satip only parts of the west side were 
preserved, and it is quite likely that the whole coffin had originally been 
decorated with a more complete set of Pyramid Text spells, similar to 
those found in the burial chambers of Senusretankh and Siese.'* 

Next to the coffin several pottery vessels, globular vessels, and bowls 
were arranged. The mummy was found badly preserved. Around the 
neck beads from a broad collar were discovered, and over the face was a 
mummy mask, of which only the inlaid eyes survived. Some further ob- 
jects were found, but they are not described or depicted in de Morgan’s 
publication." 

Although the excavation report for this tomb is very short, it is still 
possible to gain a picture of the burial. Perhaps with the exception of the 
pottery, all of the objects in the tomb were specially made for it, but it is 
not a court type burial, because the royal insignia are missing. It is hard to 
judge Satip’s social status. She did not belong to the richest level of society, 
as no golden jewelry is recorded from the tomb. The only personal adorn- 
ment was the collar around her neck. However, she was placed inside an 
inscribed coffin, indicating access to some resources that she must have 
had in life. Most of the tomb equipment was specially made for the tomb 
but does not contain the Osiris (royal) regalia typical of the court type 
burials. 
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HARAGEH 


Harageh is a large, wealthy burial ground at the entrance to the Fayum ex- 
cavated in 1913 by Reginald Engelbach for the British School of Archae- 
ology. Burials here date to the Predynastic Period, the First Intermediate 
Period, the late Middle Kingdom, and the New Kingdom.” In most pe- 
riods it seems to have served small rural communities in the region. Only 
in the late Middle Kingdom does it seem to have served the pyramid town 
of Hetep-Senusret, now more often called Lahun after a small modern 
town in the region. Hetep-Senusret was a substantial town where many 
affluent people certainly lived. It seems that especially the richer people of 
the town were buried at Harageh. Most of the tombs were found heavily 
looted, however, although they still contained a rich selection of objects. 
Altogether the place provides a good idea of late Middle Kingdom burial 
customs in a cemetery mostly used by a wealthy community (Fig. 74). 

Because of its full publication, Harageh is the essential cemetery for 
building a more complete picture of burial customs in the late Middle 
Kingdom, and so I shall provide a short survey of the tombs of this cem- 
etery. 

About 258 tombs at Harageh date to the late Middle Kingdom or Sec- 
ond Intermediate Period. Based on the burial equipment, I distinguish 
three burial types: 


1. Ten tombs were most likely court type burials. In some of them 
were found the typical beads of a flail,” so far attested only 
in this type of burial. Other finds in these ten tombs support 
the observation that they were most likely court type burials 
belonging to people of highest social standing. In tomb 280 
was found the inscribed canopic box of the “lady of the house” 
Imayt, one of only two recorded inscribed canopic boxes in the 
whole cemetery. Finally, tomb 608 was one of the very few in 
the cemetery paved with limestone slabs; almost all the others 
were simple shafts and chambers carved into the rock. 

2. The second group consisted of about seventy tombs. Here were 
found remains of burial equipment belonging to products of a 
funerary industry.'* These are decorated coffins,” mummy masks 
or anthropoid coffins,” and canopic jars or canopic boxes.’! 
Burials with broad collars also seem to belong to this group, 
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74. The cemeteries around Harageh, marked with letters. In the box is a 
plan of cemetery A. Drawn by the author after Engelbach 1923, pls. II, 
II. 


most of them most likely products of the funerary industry.” The 
burials of the second group evidently continue a tradition of the 
early Middle Kingdom in which a similar range of objects was 
placed into the tombs. In many early Middle Kingdom burials 
there were, however, also wooden models of food production, 
of boats, and of carpenters. These are absent in the late Middle 
Kingdom. Furthermore, in the early Middle Kingdom coffins 
are often decorated on the inside, something also absent in the 
late Middle Kingdom. Similar types of burials are known from 
Lisht, where there were many burials in uninscribed coffins, with 
a gilded plaster mask on the mummy and the remains of jewelry, 
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most important of which were collars, armlets, and anklets. The 
evidence from Lisht is not yet fully published.” In these tombs, 
alongside objects of the funerary industry, appear other items 
most likely already used in daily life. Tomb 271 had a canopic 
box, but also a papyrus with an administrative or literary text.”* 
Tomb 353 most likely had a canopic box and a mummy mask, 
and a cow and a frog made of faience were found. Tomb 399 
most likely also had a canopic box, and wands or clappers and 
an animal figure in faience were found. 

3. Finally come the bulk of burials at this cemetery, which do not 
contain any objects of the funerary industry. This might partly 
relate to the heavy looting of the tombs or bad preservation 
conditions, but there were some burials that were undisturbed 
and indeed equipped only with objects of daily life, sometimes 
even including gold jewelry. There are faience figures and other 
objects such as stone vessels. The bulk of these tombs, however, 
contained only pottery and jewelry. 


This classification of tombs at Harageh should be regarded with some 
caution. The heavy looting and bad preservation conditions mean that 
a large number of wooden coffins may not have been preserved. Fur- 
thermore, the dimension of time was not taken into account. Some types 
might be more common in some periods than in others. Finally, the graves 
of the poorest were not published by Engelbach. The tombs published 
seem all to belong to a higher social level. 

Some of these tombs, although found disturbed, should be described 
in detail to provide a clearer overall idea of the cemetery. 

‘Tomb 96 was a simple shaft with one chamber at the bottom. The 
tomb was found robbed; not even the remains of a skeleton were left, or 
at least were not recorded. A range of pottery was found. Most interest- 
ing were the remains of a falcon collar; its terminals in faience, typically 
shaped with a falcon, survived. In addition, there were fragments of gold 
leaf and small buttons with grooves. These are known from other contexts 
as belonging to the wig of an anthropoid coffin.” From this evidence the 
burial must once have been quite rich, provided with an anthropoid coffin 
and a falcon collar, both products of the funerary industry. The anthro- 
poid coffin was almost certainly once placed in a rectangular coffin of 
which nothing survived, since all the evidence from the Middle Kingdom 
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indicates that anthropoid coffins were invariably enclosed by an outer 
rectangular coffin. The first anthropoid coffins not so enclosed are the 
rishi coffins dating from the middle of the Thirteenth Dynasty to the early 
Eighteenth Dynasty.” These are anthropoid in shape and covered with a 
feather decoration (rishi is the Arabic word for feather). 

‘Tomb 154 was again a shaft tomb, but this time with two chambers, 
one on the north and one on the south side. The tomb was found partly 
destroyed: parts of the chamber ceiling seem to have collapsed. There 
was no pottery, just a range of jewelry, including three golden shells, two 
ribbed beads with gold foil, a string of amethyst beads, and a string of 
garnet beads. Exceptional among them are two gold crocodiles, a golden 
turtle, and seven small wedjat eyes cut from a sheet of gold. 

Another burial (tomb 357) consisted of a shaft with just one cham- 
ber on the south. Here were found the remains of a skeleton of a man. 
The burial had been robbed. Burial goods include some pottery ves- 
sels. No coffin was found, but there was a pair of painted limestone 
eyes,” perhaps from a mummy mask or an anthropoid coffin. Finally, 
there were elements of a broad collar. Broad collars were found in sev- 
eral tombs at Harageh, most often in the burials of women; this is one 
of the few examples of one from the tomb of a man. There is always 
the chance, however, that the skeleton was not properly sexed, or that it 
belongs to a later intrusive burial or simply to the burial of the woman 
who once wore the broad collar but whose remains did not survive. 

The burial in tomb 72 (Fig. 75) was found in a chamber within a larger 
burial complex.’* There was a shaft with two chambers in the northern 
side and one chamber in the south. The northern chambers were placed 
one above the other. All three chambers were found heavily robbed when 
excavated. In the southern chamber, however, a further shaft led down to 
another chamber, which was found undisturbed. In the publication re- 
port, Engelbach wondered whether a coffin had originally been placed 
over the entrance to this further shaft, so that robbers missed the burial 
it contained. 

In the lowest chamber was found the burial of a child around ten years 
old. It was originally placed in a coffin, which was found totally decayed. 
The body was once wrapped in linen and placed on the back with the 
head to the north. Here were found many beads, often of semiprecious 
stones such as turquoise, lapis lazuli, and carnelian, some even decorated 
with gold foil. Silver cowries might have once formed a girdle, although 
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75. Plan and section of Ha- 
rageh tomb 72; information 
taken from the description in 
the publication and from the 
tomb cards. Several points 
are uncertain, such as the 
exact positions of the cham- 
bers in relation to the shafts. 


à L S Drawn by the author. 


the publication mentions 
only that this type of shell 
was found. The master- 

N N piece found in the tomb is 
N a solid-gold fish (Fig. 76); 
N N | next to it were found four 
N N other gold fish ofless high 
quality workmanship.” 
The fish is 4 cm long and 
0__2m N apparently of solid gold, 
though there may be a 


core of a different metal. 
Fish amulets were popular in the late Middle Kingdom. The ancient 
Egyptian name for this type of jewelry is nekhau, and it has been proposed 
that it was worn as protection against drowning.” Elisabeth Staehelin 
connects them with Hathor. Indeed, one fish pendant is mentioned in the 
Westcar Papyrus and is described as made of turquoise. Hathor was the 
“lady of turquoise.”’! An image in a Middle Kingdom tomb at Meir shows 
that it was worn on a side lock of hair, and some statues of young girls are 
depicted wearing the same amulet in exactly the same position. 

Tomb 124° (see Fig. 61 on p. 75) was found disturbed but still con- 
tained a range of important personal adornments and toilet objects that 
make it one of the most important late Middle Kingdom tomb assem- 
blages after those of the royal women. The tomb consists of a shaft with 
two chambers. The chambers are placed one behind the other, the second 
being smaller and perhaps mainly for the coffin. This seems to be typical of 
late Middle Kingdom and Second Intermediate Period burial apartments 
of the ruling class where the coffin often had its own small coffin-sized 
chamber. There is also a niche for canopic jars. The jewelry excavated 
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76. Fish pendant from Harageh tomb 72 (4 cm long). Photo: 
Petrie Museum archive, PMAN 1050 © University College 
London. Now in the Royal Scottish Museum, Edinburgh, reg. 
no. 1914.1079. 


includes one pectoral in silver, badly decayed when found. A reconstruc- 
tion of this has proved to be problematic. It bears the throne name of 
Senusret II: Khakheperre. There are wedjat eyes at the top and two lotus 
flowers framing the scene (Fig. 77).*? A Horus falcon and neb signs came 
from a second object. Engelbach describes the workmanship of these as 
being of not very high 
standard, especially 
when compared to 
the pectoral found in 
the tombs of the prin- 
cesses at Dahshur. 
However, an excep- 
tional piece of jewelry 
found here was a bee 
made of silver, of the 
highest quality and so 
far without parallel in 
the Middle Kingdom. 


77. The remains of the 
pectorals from tomb 

124 at Harageh. Petrie 
Museum archive, PMAN 
1055 © University 
College London. 
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78. Shell girdles from Harageh tomb 124. Petrie Museum archive, 
PMAN 1056 © University College London. 


79. Mirror and razor from Harageh tomb 124. Petrie Museum archive, 
PMAN 1058 © University College London. 


80. Two cosmetic spoons from Harageh tomb 124. Petrie Museum archive, 
PMAN 1058 © University College London. 


81. Examples of cosmetic vessels from at Harageh tomb 124. Petrie Museum 
archive, PMAN 1060 © University College London. 


Other jewelry found in this tomb includes five scarabs and many gold and 
carnelian beads. Also found were silver shells, perhaps once belonging to a 
necklace, and cowry-shell-shaped pendants in silver, most likely once be- 
longing to a girdle (Fig. 78). Other objects include three mirrors, several 
razors (Fig. 79), and two nicely carved spoons, one with a handle in the 
shape of an ankh sign (Fig. 80). At least twenty-two alabaster vessels were 
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found (Fig. 81). These were most likely cosmetic objects. Also discovered 
in the tomb was a stela naming the “lady of the house” Iytennebet. It re- 
mains uncertain whether the stela belongs to this tomb or ended up in this 
burial by accident.** 


TOMB 124, RIQQEH 


Riqgeh is a cemetery about twelve kilometers south of Lisht with burials 
dating to almost all periods of Egyptian history;** many date to the Middle 
Kingdom. Tomb 124 has a shaft with a chamber on the south side.’ The 
roof of the chamber was found collapsed, which had saved the burial from 
looting. In the middle of the chamber were the remains of a wooden cof- 
fin. In the coffin was the body of the deceased adorned on the chest with 
a pectoral. The pectoral had two wedjat eyes at the top, two birds on the 
hieroglyphic sign for gold, and between them the sekhem (“power”) sym- 
bol.*’ Also on the chest was found a shell inscribed with the throne name 
of Senusret III: Khakaure.** Another piece of jewelry, perhaps a pendant, 
is so far unique: in the middle is the hieroglyph kha, with two lotus flowers 
on either side and two hard to identify objects over the flowers.*’ At the 
neck was a small figure of Min, the god of male fertility. The Min figure 
and the shell were once most likely pendants of necklaces. Around the 
neck were found many beads belonging to a broad collar. In the publica- 
tion the deceased is identified as a man. However, the pectoral and the 
shell are rather typical of burials of women. It cannot be discounted that 
the body was sexed wrongly by the excavators,” although the Min figure 
supports the skeleton’s sexing as a man. 


THE BURIAL OF SENEB, BENI HASSAN, TOMB 487 


Beni Hassan in Middle Egypt is mainly famous for its decorated rock- 
cut tombs of Middle Kingdom governors. There are also many other 
smaller burials, however, belonging to the people working for these 
governors, including burials of family members of the governors and of 
the lower officials.*! In 1902 to 1904 John Garstang together with Har- 
old Jones” excavated parts of this cemetery. The excavations uncovered 
many tombs that still contained a large number of important objects. 
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The cemetery and its publication® still provide one of the most impor- 
tant records for burial customs in the first half of the Middle Kingdom. 
Garstang only presented a summary of his work in his book, however, 
leaving many questions open for a modern researcher. He also found 
several undisturbed tombs. Most of them are described in the publica- 
tion, although again the record is not as detailed as we would like to see 
it today. A large number of the eight hundred tombs found at Beni Has- 
san date to the late Eleventh and first half of the Twelfth Dynasty. The 
latest dated inscription in the decorated rock-cut tombs of the governors 
mentions the sixth year of Senusret II. It occurs in the last fully deco- 
rated tomb, which belonged to Khnumhotep (I). There is at least one 
later governor’s tomb, though not fully decorated, showing that such 
burials continued for at least another generation after Khnumhotep (N). 
The following tomb* might belong to those dating to the later Twelfth 
Dynasty. 

The burial of the “lady of the house” Seneb, “son [sic] of Ity”* was 
in a small chamber in a wooden coffin that was already heavily decayed 
when found. Her skeleton was only about 145 cm long, so Seneb was 
most likely a young woman or girl when she died. Her coffin was placed 
on the left side of the chamber. All the burial goods were found in front of 
the coffin. There were at least four beer jars and a dish. Also found was a 
heavily decayed box and three smaller boxes, which were better preserved 
and had perhaps originally been placed inside the larger one, although 
the brief excavation report is not really clear on this point. In these boxes 
were found cosmetic objects, including several hair pins, a palette with 
a pebble for grinding eye paint, and a shell most likely for holding eye 
paint. There were nine alabaster vessels, one faience vessel, and another 
cylinder-shaped vessel. Finally, two clay figures depicting craftsmen were 
found.* 

On the body of Seneb was an array of jewelry. This included two fish 
pendants made of silver with tails of electrum. There was a scarab with 
hieroglyphic signs worn as a bezel on a finger ring and a golden cylinder 
decorated with a zigzag pattern. The latter was fitted with two golden 
end caps and contained a small piece of papyrus. There were also several 
necklaces of carnelian and jasper as well as a few gold beads. Sadly the po- 
sition of the jewelry when found is not well recorded, and basic contextual 
information has therefore been lost. 
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TOMB 521, MATMAR 


Matmar is the modern name for several burial grounds in Middle Egypt, 
excavated by Guy Brunton. Tomb 521 was a small shaft about 3.3 m deep 
containing the burial of a child, described in the excavation report as eight 
years old, in a wooden coffin. According to the short description, several 
dishes were found beside the body. Jewelry beads were found in the child’s 
hair and some beads at the right elbow. With the beads in the hair was a 
small silver fish.” The only grave good besides the dishes and personal 
adornments was a single vessel found outside the coffin. 


A GIRL'S TOMB AT RIFEH 


Rifeh is a modern village in Middle Egypt with a number of extensive 
ancient Egyptian cemeteries in its vicinity. Excavations have brought to 
light several undisturbed tombs. One of them belonged to a young girl.” 
She was placed in a decorated coffin. The only burial good mentioned in 
the short excavation report is a golden shell pendant found on her body. 


TOMB 108, ABYDOS 


Abydos is one of the most important sites of ancient Egypt, with extensive 
cemeteries of almost all periods. The density of the cemeteries was such 
that tombs were often reused or older ones destroyed to make way for new 
ones. Furthermore, several large-scale excavations were conducted there 
very early in the history of archaeology. As a result, all too often we have 
just a collection of objects from a tomb, with little further information. 
One example is tomb 108, excavated around 1900 by Garstang.” Accord- 
ing to Garstang’s short description, it was a shaft tomb with a chamber on 
the south side. In this chamber was found a remarkable set of jewelry, but 
as I indicated, we know only about the finds, with so little additional infor- 
mation that it is not even certain whether all the objects found in the tomb 
are mentioned in the excavation report. The jewelry published is typical 
of many of the women’s burials discussed here. There is a set of hollow 
beads in the shape of cowry shells made of electrum. They were most 
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likely worn as a girdle. The beads contain pellets of metal and would make 
a rattling sound when the wearer was walking.” There are two bracelets of 
gold sheet with a wavy incised surface. One big shell made of electrum is 
described as a pectoral and so was perhaps found on the chest. There are 
two small fishes made of feldspar. They are of rather low quality and not 
comparable to other fish pendants found in other late Middle Kingdom 
tombs. There was also a golden cylinder similar to the one found in the 
treasure of Mereret. Several types of bead were found, most likely from 
different necklaces. There are three scarabs from this tomb group, one 
inscribed for the “royal sealer, keeper of the secret of the palace, treasurer, 
Hor.” At the entrance to the tomb chamber was found an uninscribed 
statue showing a man in a long garment. Other finds include two mirrors 
and several stone vessels. The statue of a man raises the question whether 
this was the burial of a man. The jewelry found is so typical of the buri- 
als of women, however, that at least one woman was presumably buried 
here. It was not uncommon in the late Middle Kingdom (and in other 
periods) for a couple to be placed together, next to one another, and this 
might have been the case here too. The scarab with the name Hor might 
almost give the impression that this was his burial. Scarabs are portable 
items, however, and so can easily be spread around. The person buried 
here might be related to Hor or might have been in his entourage: Hor 
was one of the highest state officials, as his titles indicate. 


TOMB W 32, HU 


Hu, Hiu, or Hut-Sekhem, also known by the Greek name Diospolis Parva, 
was the capital of the Seventh Upper Egyptian nome. Here, Flinders Pet- 
rie and his team excavated a series of cemeteries covering almost all peri- 
ods of Egyptian history. They do not belong only to the town of Hu but 
most likely belong to a series of settlements on the west bank of the river 
Nile. Tomb W 32°'is again an example of a rich burial of a young girl. She 
was placed in a rectangular coffin in a small chamber with her head to the 
north. At the entrance of the chamber were found four dishes, one still 
containing dates. East of the coffin a further fifteen dishes and beer jars 
were found. Still on some of the dishes were dates, bird bones, and leaves. 

The young girl was buried with jewelry typical of the late Middle 
Kingdom. There were two fish pendants, one of silver and one of gold.” 
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They were found at the head of the girl. In front of the body was a mir- 
ror. On the right wrist were three amethyst scarabs and several strings of 
carnelian and amethyst beads. From one of the carnelian bead necklaces 
hung a silver hawk. 

The cemeteries around Hu include a high number of burials dating 
to the late Middle Kingdom and Second Intermediate Period. They were 
excavated much too early in history of archaeology, and their publication 
does not provide any details—just a summary of the finds. The excava- 
tion notebooks (Fig. 82), however, especially for the Second Intermediate 
Period burial ground, are preserved in the Petrie Museum of Egyptian 
archaeology. It is therefore possible to gain at least a vague idea of the 
tombs found. About 154 burials are datable roughly to the late Middle 
Kingdom and Second Intermediate Period.” Of these, about nineteen 
contained objects of a funerary industry. There are at least six burials with 
an inscribed coffin** and thirteen with a mummy mask.” There is no evi- 
dence of canopic boxes and canopic jars, however. The only other objects 


82. Sketch plan of burial 
W 32 at Hu. 1. dates; 

2. bird bones; 3. white 
spotted pan; 4. white 
leaves; 5. two silver fishes 
above crown of head; 6. 
alabaster kohl pot and 
lid; 7. copper mirror. 
Drawing by author based 
on drawing in notebook. 
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specially made for burial are pottery offering tables and sometimes stelae 
or statues. 


TOMB 15.L.1, KUBANIEH NORTH 


Kubanieh is a village in the south of Egypt, some kilometers north of 
Elephantine. Here were excavated several burial grounds dating to almost 
all periods of Egyptian history. The most important graves belong to the 
Early Dynastic Period, around 3000 BCE, and to the Middle Kingdom. 
The graves are often simple, and many are those of Nubians. Evidently, 
the population of this part of ancient Egypt, although within the borders 
of the country, included many Nubians. Tomb 15.1.1 belonged to a young 
woman buried according to Egyptian traditions. She was placed in a shaft 
about 1.6 m deep. At the bottom of the shaft were found the remains of a 
coffin that was once plastered. The woman was lying slightly on the left 
side with her head to the north. On her head was found a simple metal 
object described as a diadem but more likely a torque.* A torque is a metal 
ring worn around the neck. At first glance these rings seem untypical of 
Egypt. Only about eight examples have been found in burials of the late 
Middle Kingdom.’ They also appear in the Near East** and especially in 
Iran and Central Asia. It remains an open question whether this woman 
was from the Near East or an Egyptian woman who adorned herself with 
some kind of exotic personal adornment. This argument is weakened, 
however, by the burials excavated at Tell el-Dab’a, where many people 
from Syria and Palestine lived. In the burials at this site torques are not 
common. It is therefore an option that torques were a part of the Egyptian 
jewelry repertoire of the Middle Kingdom, perhaps influenced by Near 
Eastern models. 

At the head were found many carnelian beads, and at the neck lay beads 
made of amethyst and carnelian. There was also a falcon figure made of 
lapis lazuli. At one hand beads made of amethyst were found, and a scarab. 
The young woman was buried with a cosmetic box as well, found in the 
region of her knees. The box” was inlaid with bone plaques, decorated 
with circles. In the box were discovered a cosmetic vessel made of a blue 
stone, its lid, and a cosmetic stick. There was a necklace of faience beads 
with a scarab made of carnelian as a pendant. Further objects found in the 
tomb were two stone vessels, a shell, and some rough small stones.” 
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TOMB K8, BUHEN 


In Buhen, a fortress in Nubia, parts of a cemetery with several substantial 
tombs were excavated, most of them with several chambers containing 
several bodies. In tomb K8 one of the chambers was found undisturbed, 
containing a burial richly adorned with jewelry. The conditions for the 
preservation of organic materials are not very good at this site, and there- 
fore almost nothing made of wood or textiles was found. In the small side 
chamber of tomb K8 were excavated the remains of a body lying on the 
ground with its head to the north and the arms on the pelvis. No cof- 
fin is recorded in the excavation report, but it may simply not have been 
preserved. Around the neck of the deceased was a necklace of beads made 
of gold and two lentil-shaped beads. Another necklace consisted of round 
amethyst and golden tube beads. The end of this necklace had two golden 
lions, lying on the ground. By the left shoulder was a green glazed ste- 
atite plaque inscribed with the Golden Horus name, Men-merut. This is 
a name of the Thirteenth Dynasty king Neferhotep I, and thus provides 
a rough date for the burial. On each forearm was a bracelet made of gold 
wires with a knot in the middle. On one finger of the left hand was a ring 
with a steatite scarab framed in gold bearing the name Nimaatre. This is 
the throne name of King Amenemhat III. On the face of the deceased was 
a gilded plaster mask. 

Some other objects were also found in this chamber. On the south 
side was a large standing beer jar of a shape typical of the late Middle 
Kingdom, as well as a kohl stick, a shell, and a blue glazed bead. In the 
same tomb (but not in the same chamber) was found the statuette of the 
“gardener” Merer. In the published report the authors wondered whether 
Merer was the person buried in the tomb. This is uncertain, and it is not 
even clear whether the deceased was a man or a woman. In the publica- 
tion, however, the person is identified as a man.‘! 


CHAPTER 3 


Types of Jewelry in 
Late Middle Kingdom Burials 


SOURCES 


There are several sources from which it is possible to gain information 
on personal adornments worn in late Middle Kingdom Egypt. First of 
all there are the items found in tombs and to a lesser extent in settle- 
ment sites. They provide a firsthand view of Egyptian jewelry. However, 
they are not without problems. Jewelry found in tombs might have been 
selected especially for the burial, and so examples found there may not 
really reflect the jewelry worn normally in daily life or at least on those oc- 
casions when jewelry was usually worn, such as special religious or social 
events. An average farming man or woman might have had some jewelry 
but would not have worn it while doing daily activities in the house or in 
the fields. Jewelry was therefore most likely also event related, and this 
certainly applies to a burial. Death was a “special” event. This is most 
clearly visible in the high proportion of jewelry specially made for the 
tomb in the court type burials. The deceased was especially well equipped 
with jewelry for the underworld, at least in these burials. 

Another problem with burials is inadequate recording and bad preser- 
vation. Beads are often found loose on the ground around the skeleton, and 
it remains pure speculation how to reconstruct their original arrangement. 
Beads at the neck might indicate one or more necklaces, but they might 
also belong to a choker. Beads on the chest might belong to a necklace, but 
there is also the option that they once formed a body chain. The order of 
different types of beads is very often lost, and too often the restringing of 
beads is left to the imagination and taste of a modern restringer. 
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A second source for ancient Egyptian jewelry is the range of depic- 
tions in art. Here we face different problems. Especially in reliefs and in 
large sculptures in stone or wood, women and men are shown with a quite 
narrow range of personal adornments. In the case of women these are the 
broad collar, armlets, and anklets. In contrast, most of the finds in tombs 
excavated show a quite different range of jewelry, indicating that the types 
known from art are jewelry for special occasions, perhaps seen as the most 
formal examples and important for scenes of religious self-representation. 

Some tomb scenes from the late Middle Kingdom also show women 
with jewelry that differs slightly from the more standard examples shown 
in most tombs and on contemporary stelae. Examples include a tomb 
scene at Qaw el-Kebir showing women with body chains and tomb scenes 
from Meir with women wearing chokers;' both types of jewelry are oth- 
erwise not attested in tomb scenes or on stelae. These tomb depictions 
represent women with jewelry known from the finds in tombs. These im- 
ages are rare, however, compared to the overwhelming majority of tomb 
depictions or pictures on stelae. 

An important source for jewelry depictions is the corpus of objects 
known as “concubines” in Egyptology.’ These are figurines of women of- 
ten, but not always, shown naked. They are made of wood, clay, faience, 
and other materials. The function of these small-scale figures is disputed. 


3 


Indeed, some Egyptologists have seen them as “dancing girls,” others 
even as representations of the “divine mother.”* Recently, E. A. Waraksa 
has argued that clay figures of women, at least in the New Kingdom, were 
used in rituals for medical healing.’ S. L. Buddin regards them as fig- 
ures promoting male potency and female fertility.° The New Kingdom 
figures are often roughly made clay objects, not comparable to many Mid- 
dle Kingdom figurines, which are fully developed small-scale sculptures. 
What is clear, though, is that they were certainly not concubines, as they 
were found in tombs of women and children too. They might rather have 
a strong connection with rebirth in the underworld’ and had the ability 
to “promote and protect fertility in daily life” and “to ensure the fertil- 
ity of the deceased in the afterlife and/or to assist rebirth.”* Here I will 
mainly discuss those made of faience and will refer to them as “faience 
fertility figurines.” They are most often made of blue faience and de- 
pict women, sometimes naked, sometimes fully dressed. They are always 
represented without feet. Even if they are naked, they wear at least some 
jewelry and are repeatedly decorated with tattoos. They are often shown 
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83. Faience female fertility figure found in the tomb of 
Neferhotep at Thebes (T1316), late Twelfth or Thir- 
teenth Dynasty. From Winlock 1923, fig. 15 on p. 20. 


with jewelry types not depicted in other sources 
and are therefore a helpful source for reconstruct- 
ing how Egyptian jewelry was worn. 

One example of such a figure is briefly de- 
scribed here. The statuette is now in the Egyptian 
Museum in Cairo (JE 47710) (Fig. 83), is of blue 
faience, and measures 13 cm high. It was found 
in the late Middle Kingdom Theban tomb of the 
bowman Neferhotep. The woman wears long 
hair, leaving the ears exposed. She is naked and 
without feet, her legs being cut off at the knees. 
She is shown with jewelry typical of such figures 
found in many late Middle Kingdom tombs. She 
has a necklace with a round pendant, perhaps rep- 


resenting a shell. There is a longer bead necklace, and over her body are 
crossing lines representing body chains. Around her hips she wears a gir- 
dle made of beads and shells. She wears two armlets, and her legs are heav- 
ily tattooed.'’ A similar source for depictions of jewelry are the so-called 
paddle dolls.'' These are highly stylized figures of a woman reduced to a 
wooden board of very roughly human form without legs. Personal adorn- 
ments and clothing are painted on the flat surface of the figure. 

The following section describes the main jewelry types found in the 
burials, starting with the jewelry found in the tombs. As an aid in recon- 
structions, evidence from art is also used. 


DIADEMS 


Diadems and other types of head ornaments are known from the Early 
Dynastic Period and even earlier.’ They appear in depictions of art, but 
there are also several examples found in tombs. From early on different 
types are known, ranging from simple metal circlets to those with attached 
flowers or attached depictions of birds. Some of the diadems are shown in 
reliefs with a knot at the back and streamers hanging down, perhaps rep- 
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resenting examples in cloth.” Diadems with flowers shown in art might 
indeed represent examples with real flowers, which would have had little 
chance of surviving from the Old Kingdom. In Tarkhan a diadem was 
found with a circlet of linen and attached beads. This may be an object 
already worn in real life.'* Other diadems found in Old Kingdom tombs 
are all most likely funerary examples, especially made for the tomb. 

Middle Kingdom diadems are clearly a direct development of Old 
Kingdom examples. The diadem of Sathathoriunet is a simple circlet 
with attached golden flowers inlaid with colorful materials, similar to Old 
Kingdom examples but much more advanced in the technology of gold 
work. One diadem in the burial of Khenmet consists of gold wire again 
decorated with golden flowers. In contrast, the diadem from the tomb of 
Senebtisi consists of just golden wire. Most diadems were found in jewelry 
boxes, so they were perhaps worn in real life. 

The diadem found on the body of Nubhetepti-khered is different, and 
seems to be a funerary example. It is made of silver and is a simple circlet 
with a knot at the back and streamers. This type becomes more popular 
from the Second Intermediate Period. One of the most important ex- 
amples is the crown of King Nubkheperure Antef."° 


OTHER HAIR ADORNMENTS 


In the tomb of Senebtisi were found golden 
rosettes that had once adorned the hair. In 
the jewelry box of Sathathoriunet were golden 
tubes, which also perhaps once adorned the hair 
of the princess. This was the reconstruction 
proposed by Guy Brunton and Ernest Winlock, 
but other options for the use of these tubes are 
also possible. The depiction of a woman with 
golden ornaments in her hair is known from 
the head of a wooden statue found at Lisht.! 
Other ornaments for the hair include fish pen- 


dants, called nekhau in ancient Egypt. These 
wines: by young girls as a pendant at the 
Dynasty tomb at Meir. From nd of a lock of hair. There are a few depic- 

Blackman 1953, pl. XIV. tions showing this particular use (Fig. 84). 


84. Girl shown with a fish 
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BROAD COLLARS 


An important piece 
of jewelry found in 
many burials is the 
broad collar, one 
of the most typi- 
cal items of ancient 
Egyptian personal 
adornment (Fig. 85). 
These are known 
from the Old King- 
dom onward. One of 


the first depictions 
85. Broad collar of Itaweret, found in her burial at appears on the frag- 
Dahshur. From de Morgan 1903, pl. XIII ments of a shrine 
found at Heliopolis 
dating to the Third Dynasty under King Djoser. Here the god Geb is 
shown with a broad collar.'* Another early example is found on the statue 
of Nefret, wife of Rahotep. Her statue and those of her husband were 
found in their mastaba at Meydum and date to the early Fourth Dynasty.’ 
From this time on broad collars appear frequently in depictions of men 
and women. There is a social difference visible between the sexes, how- 
ever. While in the Old and Middle Kingdoms women of almost all social 
levels are shown with a broad collar, only men at the highest level are de- 
picted with them. In tomb decorations this is most often the tomb owner 
and his family members. In the Middle Kingdom tombs of the local gov- 
ernors, even the lower officials working for them were not depicted wear- 
ing broad collars in the tomb decorations.”° This is especially remarkable, 
as the burials of these lower officials are also known, and there they are 
often equipped with broad collars, although most often these collars were 
made just for the burial.” 
In writing, mainly as captions for collars in “friezes of objects” on Mid- 
dle Kingdom coffins,” several names for collars (wesekh in Egyptian) are 
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attested: “collar of green stone,” “collar of lapis lazuli,” “collar of gold,” 
“collar of silver,” and “collar of electrum.” These names refer to the ma- 
terials, while other names indicate instead power or magic, such as “collar, 


great of magic” and “collar of the lord of eternity.” Royal collars had dif- 
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ferent names: “collar of Horus,” “collar of Nekhbet,” “collar of Wadjet,” 
and “collar of the Two Ladies.” It is often hard to relate these names to 
specific collars found in tombs, although the material already provides a 
clue.” 

For the late Middle Kingdom two types of broad collar are attested in 
the archaeological record. There are falcon collars with terminals in the 
shape of falcon heads wearing head cloths, similar to depictions of deities, 
and there are simple collars with plain semicircular terminals. Both types 
of collar consist of several parts. There is the collar proper, most often 
made of tubular beads of faience or semiprecious stones. There are the 
aforementioned terminals, and also the counterpoise for the back of the 
collar. As a collar could be quite heavy it needed a counterpoise hanging 
from the other side to maintain balance, otherwise it would end up lying 
shapelessly on the shoulder of its owner. The top of the counterpoise was 
either a falcon head (for a falcon collar) or a round piece (for a simple 
collar). 

Broad collars were not found in all of the tombs discussed. As a general 
rule they were placed in all those burials that contained a large number of 
products of the funerary industry, while those burials with objects taken 
from daily life (often just jewelry and some pottery) did not contain a 
broad collar, although they are often painted on anthropoid coffins and 
mummy masks. Based on this observation, it can be assumed that many of 
the collars found on the bodies of the women were funerary jewelry. This 
observation is in stark contrast to the depictions on Egyptian reliefs and 
statues. On these, the broad collar is the main personal adornment, after 
armlets and anklets, for men and women of some status. Another observa- 
tion along the same lines concerns the jewelry boxes found in court type 
burials and burials of other women. The boxes seem to have contained 
jewelry worn in life. The contents of the boxes did not include broad 
collars. First of all, this clearly shows how the depictions in art differ in 
comparison to reality. A high percentage of the jewelry found in the boxes 
is rarely depicted in the tombs of the Middle Kingdom and equally rarely 
found on statuary. In terms of jewelry, images in art are almost identical to 
the physical examples of funerary jewelry but totally different with regard 
to jewelry boxes and burials of persons socially lower than those who re- 
ceived court type burials. 

There are different versions of broad collars in terms of the technol- 
ogy of their beads and other materials used. The simplest examples were 
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those found in the Dahshur burials next to the pyramid of Amenemhat II. 
They consist of rows of simple, mostly cylinder beads, while their lower 
edge consists of golden drop-shaped beads. Many type 2 burials (Chapter 
2) contained the same simple broad collars. The two broad collars from 
the tomb of Senebtisi are both of similar, simple, workmanship, whereas 
the collars in the burials of Neferuptah and Nubhetepti-khered are much 
more elaborate. They have drop-shaped beads of cloisonné work as the 
lowest row of beads. This was most likely a very expensive gold-working 
technology and therefore not affordable even by some women at the high- 
est social level. From this point of view, the rather simple-looking buri- 
als of Neferuptah and Nubhetepti-khered were perhaps in terms of their 
jewelry more costly than that of Senebtisi, despite her large selection of 
personal adornments; most of them were actually quite inexpensive funer- 
ary productions, and there were no examples of cloisonné. 

A final type of broad collar clearly produced for a burial is that made of 
one piece of metal or wood, gilded and with the patterns of beads incised 
on the surface. An example was found in the tomb of Senebtisi; another 
comes from the burial of the “steward” Hapi Ankhtifi found at Meir;”* and 


a third comes from the tomb of King Awibre Hor.” 


NECKLACES 


Necklaces are sporadically depicted in Egyptian art, though not as often 
as broad collars. By contrast, bead necklaces are very common in burials 
from almost all social levels. They are also well attested for men. They are 
sometimes present in the court type burials too, worn next to the broad 
collar. One example of necklaces in Egyptian art is in the image of Queen 
Aashyt from her funerary chapel in the mortuary temple of Mentuhotep I 
at Deir el-Bahari. Here, the queen is shown with a broad collar and three 
necklaces over it.’ An almost identical set of necklaces was found in the 
burial of Mayet. Another example is a wooden figure of a woman, perhaps 
a servant, found at Asyut, shown with three necklaces.” In the late Middle 
Kingdom necklaces are regularly shown on faience fertility figurines and 
also on paddle dolls, while these figures rarely show broad collars.”® Beads 
for necklaces are made of different materials. Amethyst was popular in the 
Middle Kingdom. 
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TORQUES 


86. Torque found in tomb 345 A’07 at 
Abydos. Redrawn by the author from 
Snape 1986, 437. 


Torques? are rings worn around 
the neck (Fig. 86). They are well at- 
tested in several Middle Kingdom 
burials. They do not appear in court 
type burials. All known Middle King- 
dom examples were worn by women, 
though they appear again in the Late 
Period under Persian rule, when they 
were worn by men.” Torques as per- 
sonal adornments are known from 
the Old Kingdom, when people were 
sometimes adorned with a wire band 
around the neck.'! 


SHELLS AS PENDANTS 


Shells made of metal, often gold, were used mainly as pendants. Two types 


are known. In jewelry boxes, and also in non-court type burials, single big 


shells were found, sometimes richly inlaid and often made of gold (Fig. 


87. Shell pendant from the jewelry 
box of Mereret, c. 4.6 cm high. 
From de Morgan 1903, pl. XX.4. 


87). In tomb 108 at Abydos a single 
pendant was found, perhaps on the 
chest of the deceased. A golden shell 
inscribed with a king’s name was found 
in the region of the neck in tomb 124 
at Riggeh.’” Other golden shells are 
smaller and were found as part of a 
necklace, as in tomb A/II-m/16 at Tell 
el Dab’a or in the tomb of Senebtisi. 
Single-shell pendants are per- 
haps also depicted on the friezes of 
Middle Kingdom coffins” and on the 
late Middle Kingdom faience fertility 
figurines. Although the figures are so 
small that details are lacking, several 
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of them bear a round object depicting a pendant of a necklace.** Many of 
these figures wear jewelry found in the tombs under discussion, and here 
the only round objects regularly found are shell pendants. For this reason 
it seems likely that they are indeed represented with a shell. 


PECTORALS 


Pectorals are bigger pendants for a necklace worn on the chest with scenes 
or inscriptions. Excavated examples of Middle Kingdom royal pectorals 
have so far been found only in the jewelry boxes at Dahshur and Lahun. 
Two were found in the burial of Sathathoriunet, one in the jewelry box 
of Sathathor, and two in the jewelry box of Mereret. They are some of 
the finest examples of Egyptian gold work, using the cloisonné technique 
and many semiprecious stones as inlays. All pectorals found in the jewelry 
boxes of royal women bear a king’s name, confirming the high social status 
of their owners and their close links to the king. It seems probable that 
they were gifts from the king and were produced in royal workshops. 

There are only two burials of nonroyal individuals with pectorals, one 
at Riqqeh (tomb 124) and one at Harageh (tomb 124). Both pectorals are 
clearly lower in quality than those found in the tombs of the king’s daugh- 
ters, and were perhaps produced in a different workshop. Reginald Engel- 
bach, who discovered both “private” pectorals, even wondered whether 
they are from the same “hand.” 

There are two types of pectoral in terms of composition. Some are de- 
pictions of a shrine or naos, with the figures and inscriptions placed within 
a naos. Others place the composition just on a base. The depictions are 
always antithetical, often with the throne name of the king in the middle. 

There are some rare depictions of pectorals in Middle Kingdom art, 
such as those worn by the daughters of a local governor buried at Deir 
el-Bersheh* and the statue of the king’s daughter Nefret.*’ In both cases, 
the necklace holding the pectoral is a broad band, while in the modern 
reconstructions there are strings of single beads. The small loops attached 
to the back of them support the modern reconstruction.** 

Only two further pectorals are known, both acquired on the art mar- 
ket, one of them with the name of Amenemhat III and one without a royal 
name but of high quality.’ 
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CHOKERS 


Chokers for women are depicted in reliefs and paintings in many periods 
of ancient Egyptian history. An early example of a bead choker comes 
from the Fourth Dynasty tomb of Khufukhaf at Gizeh. Here the wife of 
the tomb owner is shown next to her husband. She has short hair and also 
wears bracelets.*' In the Middle Kingdom, examples are depicted several 
times on women in the tomb of Ukh-hotep IV at Meir.” In general, how- 
ever, there are not many depictions of this type of personal adornment 
in this period. This may not indicate that chokers were uncommon but 
rather may imply that they were not seen as canonical jewelry for depic- 
tion in formal art. 

It remains difficult to identify chokers in the archaeological record. 
Examples made of beads would appear in excavations simply as a confu- 
sion of beads around the neck and thus virtually impossible to distinguish 
from a simple necklace. There is, however, a type of personal adornment 
found in some Old Kingdom tombs that was interpreted as choker. These 
are strings of beads with round terminals, very similar to the simple type of 
broad collar but with smaller terminals. A typical feature of these chokers 
is the use of spacers in the shape of the hieroglyphic sign for “water.”* So 
far I have not been able to identify with certainty any example of a Middle 
Kingdom choker. One possible choker from one of the burials discussed 
was found in the tomb of Khenmet. It has two small falcon terminals and 
a row of amulets in between. Today it is reconstructed as a narrow collar 
(see Fig. 49, p. 58).* 


ARMLETS AND ANKLETS 


Like the broad collar, armlets, bracelets, and anklets belong to the main 
items of jewelry. They are depicted in art and found in many burials. Many 
examples found in the tombs of the royal women are made of rows of 
beads held together with several bars (Fig. 88). Luxury versions have bars 
with inscriptions inlaid in the cloisonné technique. These types are found 
on the mummies, but also in jewelry boxes next to them, and were there- 
fore presumably also worn in real life. Bracelets are sometimes simple and 
undecorated and made of gold or other materials. 
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88. Armlets and anklets from the burial of Nubhetepti-khered. 
From de Morgan 1895, pl. XXX VII. 


In the burials of individuals not belonging to the royal court, armlets 
and anklets are common too, but they are of different types. These are 
often just single strings of beads, sometimes with pendants, which are also 
found in court burials but are more often associated with the burials of 
lower-status women. 

While in most depictions in art women wear just one armlet and 
anklet on each arm and leg, there are also depictions where they wear 
several of them. In the tomb of Djehuty-hotep at Deir el-Bersheh his 
daughters appear in certain scenes. They 
wear the broad bead armlets and anklets so 
well known from the late Middle Kingdom 
burials of royal women. Next to these ap- 
pear simpler examples painted as one col- 
ored area but divided by fine white lines, 
perhaps indicating single strips of beads.* 

Pendants are attested for anklets. In 
the First Intermediate Period these are 
often small legs shaped from carnelian, 


perhaps used for protection. A typical 
late Middle Kingdom pendant for anklets 
is an amulet in the shape of a bird claw.” 1 
In the tomb of the local governor Wahka ! 
(I) at Qaw el-Kebir is a depiction of this 
type of claw worn by a woman (Fig. 89).*’ 


89. Dancer in the tomb of Wahka (II), reign of Se- 
nusret III. She wears anklets with bird claws and 
perhaps body chains. From Petrie 1930, pl. XXIV. 
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FINGER RINGS 


Finger rings appear sporadically in the Middle Kingdom. They consist 
most often of a simple wire with a scarab as the bezel. Only in the Sec- 
ond Intermediate Period does the wire become thicker and full rings de- 
velop.* Nevertheless, in the jewelry box of Mereret two rings were found. 
They do not just consist of a wire and a scarab but are thick rings with a 
wider end. They are most likely foreign, as is also indicated by their design 
with spirals executed in granulation. 


BODY CHAINS 


Body chains* are well attested on late Middle Kingdom faience fertility 
figurines.” 

Most often two chains are shown crossing over the navel or over the 
chest of the naked woman. A chain is represented by a dotted line; there- 
fore it can be assumed that these chains were made of strings of beads. On 
two figures the chain consists of two strings of beads, not crossing over 
the chest but going parallel from the left shoulder down to the right hip.” 
They were not for covering the body but were clearly intended to “en- 
hance the nudity” of the figure.’ Body chains may appear on the wooden 
paddle dolls. Two almost identical examples found at Dra Abu el-Naga 
have necklaces shown as dotted lines.” One necklace hangs curved around 
the neck, while the other looks like a triangle placed upside down and 
might be a body chain where the lower parts of the chain disappear under 
the dress. A further possible example appears in a wall painting in the 
tomb of Wahka (II) at Qaw el-Kebir (Fig. 89). Here two women are de- 
picted with chains of beads on their hands and arms.” Although the paint- 
ing is much destroyed, it seems that these are not necklaces but rather 
body chains, since the strings of beads seem much too long for a necklace. 
One of the women also wears anklets with bird claw pendants, which is 
something often found in jewelry boxes but otherwise not often depicted 
in art. This indicates that the latter women are represented with jewelry 
that would be worn in daily life. 

Looking at the archaeological record, these body chains are hard to 
identify. A well-recorded example is a child’s burial in Sedment where five 
strings of beads were found over a dress, extending down from the top left 
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shoulder to the right hip.” It seems unlikely that the body chains were 
placed on the body of the deceased in court type burials. Here most of the 
jewelry is funerary related and similar to the jewelry depicted in formal 
art. Therefore, the body chains should appear in the jewelry boxes or in 
those burials of rich women adorned with jewelry of daily life. There are 
so few examples of well-recorded (and published) burials of the latter type 
that it is not possible to reconstruct the exact place where beads and other 
items of jewelry were found. There are several burials, however, where 
mention is made of a large number of beads, and it seems possible that at 
least in some cases these beads were not just from necklaces but also from 
body chains. One rather vague example comes from burial 72 at Harageh 
where the excavation report states: “The body was wrapped in linen, and 
contained a large quantity of beads.”’° Body chains are attested in the New 
Kingdom. On an ostracon found at Deir el-Medineh a dancing woman is 
shown. She wears a short skirt, some jewelry, and body chains.” In gen- 
eral her dress and adornments are close to those of the faience fertility 
figurines, going some way to support the idea that these figures represent 
dancers. Another example dates to the late New Kingdom or Third Inter- 
mediate Period. A metal bowl found in the Twenty-first Dynasty burial of 
Wendjedbauendjed at Tanis shows on the inside three almost naked girls 
swimming. They are adorned only with jewelry, including body chains.** 

Body chains are also known from other ancient cultures, such as ancient 
Greece. In Greece they were perhaps restricted to unmarried women.” 
Whether this is also true for ancient Egypt is unknown. 


GIRDLES 


Girdles were found in many of the tombs discussed. There are three main 
types. In the jewelry boxes and in the nonroyal burials there were girdles 
consisting of a chain of golden or silver cowry shells. Other girdles have, 
instead of the cowry shells, double leopard heads, also made of gold (Fig. 
90). This type of girdle is also most likely shown on the faience fertil- 
ity figurines,” although the details on these figures are often not clearly 
depicted. In the particular case of these figures it seems most likely that 
cowry shells are depicted.*' Cowry shell girdles sometimes appear also on 
small-scale sculpture in other materials,” whereas leopard head girdles are 
so far only known from the jewelry boxes of the royal women and may be 
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90. Girdle from the tomb of Sathathoriunet; photo taken 
shortly after the excavation. It is likely that there were once 
beads between the leopard heads. Petrie Museum archive, 
PMAN 1800 © University College London. 


restricted to them. The cowry shells might have had a special function if it 
was believed that they gave protective power to women, as the cowry shell 
resembles the vulva. They were still worn in recent times as girdles by 
women in other parts of Africa.“ In Egypt they are already attested in the 
Badarian Period (around 4000 BCE) and were then often worn by men.” 

A further type of girdle or apron was made especially for the tomb 
and occurs only in court type burials. It consists of the girdle proper with 
strings of beads hanging from it. These strings start at the top with beads 
in the shape of lotus and papyrus plants and therefore represent Upper 
and Lower Egypt, as these plants are the symbols for these parts of the 
country. This type of apron is known from royal contexts and was most 
likely a purely funerary object connected with the Osirification of the 
deceased. Such an apron is painted on an anthropoid coffin found at 
Dahshur dating to the late Middle Kingdom.” It is also painted on the 
anthropoid coffin of the “overseer of the troops” Sep, datable to around 
Senusret II or Senusret III. 


COLORS AND MATERIALS 


In the late Middle Kingdom a wide range of materials was used for per- 
sonal adornments and other items of burial equipment. Some of these 
materials were especially popular in the Middle Kingdom; others were 
common in almost all periods of Egyptian history. Perhaps the most 
common and most easily available material for personal adornments was 
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faience. It appears as beads and also as inlays for pectorals and other pieces 
of jewelry. It is most often light blue to green in color. Gold is the most 
commonly used metal, often as thin gold foil. Silver appears sporadically. 
Popular semiprecious stones in the Middle Kingdom and therefore also in 
the late Middle Kingdom were feldspar (microline; amazonite)® and ame- 
thyst (a quartz). Both materials were mainly used for beads. Feldspar ap- 
pears often within the beads of the broad collars, while amethyst was more 
often used for strings of beads in necklaces and girdles. Another popular 
material was turquoise.’' It was again often used for beads, but also for 
inlays in pectorals and motto clasps. Lapis lazuli was imported from Af- 
ghanistan (via Mesopotamia) and was also popular. It is often dark blue.” 

The colors used for jewelry evidently depend on the colors of the ma- 
terials. These are mainly red and blue or green. Yellow seems to be com- 
pletely missing but was most likely represented by gold. Black appears 
only sporadically. White or buff does not appear in the jewelry, but it does 
appear in other objects, such as the cosmetic vessels made of alabaster or 
the boxes containing ivory inlays. The broad collars of Neferuptah and 
Nubhetepti-khered were mainly made of carnelian, and their overall ap- 
pearance today is bright red. This is in stark contrast to the broad collars 
of Senebtisi and Ita, which today are darkish green-blue in overall appear- 
ance. The dark color may, however, be a result of changes in the color of 
the faience over the past four thousand years, and the collars might origi- 
nally have looked much lighter. 

In general, it seems that stark color contrasts were used only occasion- 
ally. This is perhaps best visible on several cosmetic jars from the burial 
of Sathathoriunet. They are made of black obsidian, with bright gilding 
at the top and around the bottom. Other examples are jewelry with dark 
amethyst beads combined with golden elements, such as the girdles of 
Sathathoriunet, although these are reconstructed and there is no final 
proof that the amethyst beads went together with the golden elements. 
The same may apply to the personal adornments of Hapy at Lisht, also 
using dark lapis lazuli and golden elements.” Furthermore, amethyst is a 
transparent stone, which appears dark only under certain lighting condi- 
tions. The color contrast in other broad collars, for example those of Ita, 
appears today quite stark, with dark beads and bright gold. However, the 
dark color of the beads might not have been the original intention. 

Mostly, stark contrasts were avoided. Where the materials used for 
personal adornments are semiprecious stones or gold, the colors today 
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seem in general the same as in ancient times. From the evidence of the 
materials we might conclude that there was an evident general taste for 
bright, light colors, not contrasting dark colors with light. Instead, con- 
trasts are subtle. In the pectoral with the name of Senusret II from the 
burial of Sathathoriunet, two shades of blue dominate, a darker against 
a lighter. A similar color scheme is visible on the pectoral with the name 
of the same king from the treasure of Sathathor at Dahshur. Here again 
different shades of green or blue are used. The broad collars of Neferup- 
tah and Nubhetepti-khered show bright red against gold. Both are rather 
bright colors. 


SUMMARY: DAILY LIFE AND FUNERARY JEWELRY 


As we have seen, one can identify two types of jewelry in late Middle King- 
dom burials. There are the adornments especially made for the burial, and 
there are those already worn in life. It has often been recognized that 
clothing and jewelry shown in ancient Egyptian art are different to those 
found in tombs. In this context Stephan Seidlmayer mentions a pleated 
tunic in his discussion of tombs of the local population on Elephantine. 
This type of dress was found in several tombs of the Old Kingdom but is 
extremely rarely depicted in art.’* The same observation can be made of 
the burials discussed from the late Middle Kingdom. The jewelry on the 
mummies in the court type burials (and burials of type 2) is very close to 
that also known from contemporary art: broad collars, anklets, and arm- 
lets. Exactly these types of jewelry are by far the most commonly shown 
in sculpture, especially also on tomb reliefs and stelae. The jewelry found 
in the jewelry boxes and with women not buried in the court type style is 
different, however, and only rarely found in “high” art. Indeed, the only 
exceptions are the faience fertility figurines of the late Middle Kingdom, 
which depict other types of jewelry, many of them known from the jewelry 
boxes (Fig. 91). As I have already mentioned, these figures are known not 
only from burials but also from settlement sites such as Lahun.” They do 
not appear in court type burials, only in other burials of about the same 
time. On a formal level they are fully developed art objects and not com- 
parable with contemporary clay figures of naked women and the stylized 
wooden figures called paddle dolls.” 

In practical terms it is often not easy to separate funerary jewelry from 
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91. A faience fertility figurine adorned with jewelry with late Middle Kingdom 
personal adornments alongside. Drawing: Paul Whelan after de Morgan 1895, pls. 
XVI, XVII, XXXVIII, Winlock 1934, pl. IX, Winlock 1923, fig. 15 on p. 20. 


jewelry worn in real life. A closer look at each piece is almost invariably 
required, especially as older publications do not describe the personal 
adornments in complete detail. Funerary jewelry is often made of wood 
or plaster, only very thinly gilded. It is often flimsy, not at all suitable for 
use in real life.” This has been used to argue that it cannot have been used 
in real life. Much of this jewelry, however, seems to be related to ritual 
and would have been worn only on very special occasions, when it would 
not have had to be worn for a long time. The argument from weak mate- 
rial is therefore not really conclusive. Modern experiments have shown 
that broad collars are not at all suitable for wearing in real life, as they 
lose their shape very quickly and therefore would not look at all like the 
examples shown in art.” On the other hand, sometimes even the loops re- 
quired to hold strings when worn for real are missing. Armlets and anklets 
in the burial of Senebtisi were not long enough to go around the arms and 
ankles. Other obvious cases of funerary jewelry are the personal adorn- 
ments made of thin metal foil found in the New Kingdom burial of the 
three New Kingdom queens (Chapter 4) as well as those from the tomb 
of Senebtisi. 


JEWELRY 131 


Funerary jewelry consists of a limited range of types. Foremost are 
broad collars, the royal apron, armlets, and anklets. The same is most 
likely true of many of the broad collars, armlets, and anklets in many other 
burials of the Twelfth Dynasty. John Garstang, however, in presenting his 
finds from the Middle Kingdom cemetery at Beni Hassan, mainly in dis- 
cussing broad collars, had no doubt that the jewelry found was also worn 
in daily life.” In contrast, William Hayes was equally convinced that most 
jewelry found in Middle Kingdom tombs was specially made for the fu- 
neral.® Cyril Aldred also saw this type of jewelry as having been specially 
made for the tomb.* In discussing the broad collar of Itaweret, however, 
he argued that it was once worn in daily life and then adapted for use in 
the burial as it has a sxenkhet counterpoise, normally not found with funer- 
ary collars, which did not need them.” 

All those buried in court type burials (burials of type 1) and many buri- 
als of type 2 were equipped with broad collars and often with armlets and 
anklets. Evidently these types of jewelry were seen as essential. Perhaps 
they were seen as the most prestigious forms and had some religious mean- 
ing. The broad collars and bead armlets and anklets are also exactly the 
items of jewelry shown in the majority of depictions in formal art, espe- 
cially in representations in reliefs and painting. Here women often wear 
only a broad collar, armlets, and anklets. Clearly these were seen as essen- 
tial personal adornments to be worn for all eternity. These types of jewelry 
are also often depicted in the friezes of objects on the inside of coffins of 
the early Middle Kingdom, and several of them are mentioned in the Pyra- 
mid and Coffin Texts." For example: “Horus has placed gold on his eye, a 
gold collar” (Pyramid Text spell 742) and “O Osiris, the king, I make firm 
the Eye of Horus on your head, a headband” (Pyramid Text spell 744).** 

The types of jewelry used as funerary jewelry were also worn in real 
life, perhaps just on special occasions, such as religious festivals or highly 
formal meetings. As I have already mentioned, in many burials, such as in 
the tomb of Senebtisi, they were especially produced for the tomb, but in 
other burials real examples were placed on the mummy, perhaps because 
these prestigious examples were available. Here an overlap between daily 
life and funerary jewelry is clearly visible. 

Funerary jewelry was already in use in the Old Kingdom. Indeed, a 
possible Old Kingdom example is a diadem of gilt copper found in tomb 
316 at Gizeh, which was too fragile and at the same time too inflexible to 
be used in real life. It would have broken very quickly if worn.* 
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Jewelry used in daily life was found in jewelry boxes* next to the burials 
of royal women, and sometimes also on their mummies and in non-court 
type burials. The types of daily life jewelry attested are clearly different to 
those used as funerary jewelry, with some overlaps. 

First, special attention should be drawn to the personal adornments 
found in the jewelry boxes of Sathathoriunet, Sathathor, and Mereret. 
They contained pectorals, girdles, armlets, and shell pendants. Similar 
personal adornments were found in several private burials of the same 
time; many of these burials seem to belong to young women. 

Similar in appearance to the personal adornments found in these jew- 
elry boxes and several private burials are those depicted on some of the 
faience fertility figurines. Their personal adornments are often simple, 
but they are often different to those found in the depictions of reliefs 
and statuary. These figures are sometimes adorned with body chains and 
wear simple necklaces, sometimes with a round pendant, most likely a 
shell. Armlets are shown, but not the broad type depicted on many reliefs 
and statues. Many faience fertility figurines also wear a girdle, most likely 
made of cowry shaped elements, although the depictions are too small to 
enable one to identify the jewelry in detail. 

As often pointed out, these figures represent women in specific cultic 
or ritual functions to promote fertility. This idea is supported by the jew- 
elry depicted on them. Cowry shells are connected with female fertility in 
many cultures. The body chains enhance the naked bodies of the women. 
The tattoos shown on many of these figures have an erotic aspect and thus 
a connection with fertility.*’ I therefore wonder whether the jewelry found 
in some jewelry boxes and in several of the burials relates to the same 
function in some way, connecting these women with fertility. Another op- 
tion is that these items of jewelry were typical of a certain phase of life. 
Here a relief depiction of Neferure, the daughter of Queen Hatshepsut, 
should be mentioned. In Deir el-Bahari she is shown almost naked, wear- 
ing only jewelry. This includes armlets and anklets, a broad collar, two 
necklaces, and a girdle, most likely of cowry shells. She wears a diadem 
with a uraeus. Over her chest are straps, placed rather like body chains.®® 

As these personal adornments are connected with fertility, they are 
also certainly connected with young women, and I wonder whether this 
was the typical jewelry equipment for a young unmarried woman. Indeed, 
from the sparse evidence for Middle Kingdom king’s daughters it seems 
that these women were never married.” This conclusion should be made 
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with some caution, however, to avoid circular reasoning. The burials of 
young women are often equipped with many different types of personal 
adornments. Therefore, almost any jewelry found can be seen as typical 
of young, perhaps unmarried women. Furthermore, a woman found at 
Qurna dating to the end of the Second Intermediate Period was buried 
with a girdle of cowry shaped shells, but also with a child. She might have 
died in childbirth, indicating that she was already married when she died. 

As well as the jewelry mentioned, a wide range of other personal 
adornments is found in women’s burials. It remains hard to find any clear 
pattern to these adornments. Certainly the personal choices and tastes of 
the women must have been involved. In the case of the foreign jewelry in 
the burial of Khenmet it seems possible that she was of foreign origin, but 
her jewelry may have consisted of presents from the king, who may have 
received them via gift exchange from a foreign ruler. Without further evi- 
dence every interpretation remains pure speculation. 

An important observation is that there seems to be little difference be- 
tween the jewelry of the king’s daughters and that of high-status women. 
The personal adornments identified are almost identical. For both groups 
of women girdles of cowry shells, pectorals, armlets, anklets, and neck- 
laces are attested. 

The wide variety of crowns and circlets for adorning the heads of the 
women is remarkable. There are almost no two similar crowns. The di- 
adem in the burial of Senebtisi consists of a simple wire arrangement. 
There are two crowns in the burial of Khenmet. One is an arrangement 
of wires with flowers in it. Despite its high quality, there seems nothing 
royal about this crown. A more complicated case is the other crown, with 
a vulture. In the Old, Middle, and New Kingdoms vultures were restricted 
to the king’s mother and king’s wife.” This might indeed indicate that this 
crown was specifically royal. All told, it seems hard to provide evidence 
that a certain type was restricted to royal women. For example, the crown 
of Sathathoriunet has parallels in paintings in the tomb of Ukh-hotep IV 
at Meir. Here women are shown with a similar crown, also with plumes, 
and these women are not royal.’' These paintings include many royal 
symbols, however, and it is therefore arguable that the crowns shown are 
based on royal models. 

The main difference between royal and private jewelry is the quality 
of the personal adornments and the materials used. Furthermore, some 
of the items found in the burials of the king’s daughters are also adorned 
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with royal names, most importantly the pectorals and the armlets. To- 
gether with the high quality of these pieces, this might indicate that they 
were produced in royal workshops, perhaps even workshops attached to 
the palace. Even the royal names, however, are not exclusively used in the 
jewelry equipment of the king’s daughters. In tomb 124 at Harageh a pec- 
toral, not of the highest quality, was found with the name of Senusret II. 
In burial 124 at Riggeh a golden shell with the name of Senusret III was 
found. Shells worn in real life often bear the name of Senusret I.” 

In comparing the personal adornments placed on the deceased in court 
type burials with those found in other graves and in jewelry boxes, there 
are several other observations to make. The daily life jewelry was more 
gender specific. The jewelry found in the court type burials and the jew- 
elry specially produced for burial are more gender neutral. Necklaces with 
the shen sign, broad collars, and armlets are well attested for both sexes. 
Broad collars and armlets are also especially well known for men and are 
depicted in reliefs, paintings, and statues. In general, it seems that most 
types of personal adornment worn in real life could be worn by women, 
while men could wear only a selection of certain types.” The body chains, 
the cowry shell girdles, the bird claws, and the golden fishes are so far at- 
tested only for girls and women. 

The types of jewelry attested for both sexes are those often produced 
specifically for the burial and placed on the deceased. This is an observa- 
tion not only of the late Middle Kingdom but also of other periods of 
ancient Egyptian history, especially the First Intermediate Period.”* This 
funerary jewelry included broad collars, necklaces, armlets, and anklets. 

In this context it might be asked whether Egyptian women were 
treated as just “the sex object sought by all men and women”” or whether 
they put on jewelry for each other and for themselves. This is a question 
I cannot answer at the moment, as all of the literature that might provide 
information seems to have been written by men and would therefore re- 
flect their view. The description of the rowing women dressed in nets for 
the pleasure of the king, described in the Westcar Papyrus,” might too 
easily support the view that women’s jewelry and costumes were mainly 
sexual objects of men. In the same story, however, one of the women is 
very keen on getting back her own personal adornment after it has fallen 
into the water, and the story thus provides us with two different insights 
into how jewelry was seen by Egyptians. 


CHAPTER 4 


The Development of 
Egyptian Burial Customs 


In most periods of ancient Egyptian history burials include items from 
two types of objects—funerary and daily life—and the burial equipment 
of Egyptian tombs always represents interaction between them. In burials 
of the ruling class funerary objects are more common, while further down 
the social ladder in the graves of the broader population these funerary 
objects become rarer. In the cemeteries of the royal residence objects of 
a funerary industry are always common, while in many periods they are 
not so common in provincial cemeteries, even in burials of people of the 
highest social status. 

The products of a funerary industry are often inscribed (e.g., coffins) 
and provide us with at least a vague idea of the concept of the afterlife and 
the next world as they were seen by certain people at a given time. It is 
much more difficult to gain a fair idea of whether the broader population 
had the same ideas or whether they had a different model for the next 
world. The different burial goods placed in the burials of the broader 
population in the late Middle Kingdom and also in other periods might 
indicate that they had a different model. In very general terms it seems 
unlikely that the broader population had the same precise views of the un- 
derworld as those articulated in the funerary literature of the ruling classes 
and visible in the court type burials. In his radical redefinition of folklore, 
Antonio Gramsci noted that the “subaltern classes” were not able to pro- 
duce an elaborate concept of the world. They were too burdened to have 
the space and time to develop their own unified view of the world.' This 
might to a certain extent explain the high variability of objects in burials 
of the broader population. On the other hand, it might equally be doubted 
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whether most members of the ruling class had a concrete and refined im- 
age of the underworld. They did, however, have access to funerary lit- 
erature and to specialists with access to that literature. Therefore, they 
had people preparing for them everything needed for a proper transition 
into the next world, at least from the point of view of the specialists. This 
included the objects of a funerary industry. The specialist is the ancient 
Egyptian equivalent of Gramsci’ “traditional intellectual,”’ the member 
of society assigned the task of composing a worldview for those dominant 
in that society. 

As a result, burials of the wider population often look very different 
from those of the ruling classes. They often do not contain many objects 
of a funerary industry, even in cases where the objects may have been af- 
fordable. Instead, in all periods up to the Ramesside Period objects that 
were close to the body during life dominate the burial assemblages of 
people of the broader population, and also burials in the provinces. These 
consist of jewelry and cosmetic objects for women and sometimes weap- 
ons and some jewelry for men.’ Burials of the poorest often lack any grave 
goods.* Burials of the broader population also often look very different 
over the centuries, not because of fundamental changes in burial customs, 
but because the material culture changed and different objects were worn 
on the body in different periods. 

In contrast, substantial developments are visible in terms of objects 
of a funerary industry. The objects most likely reflect changes in rituals 
performed at the funeral or around the mummy and perhaps also changes 
in beliefs in the underworld in general. The following brief survey of 
Egyptian burial customs provides an overview, with special attention to 
undisturbed burials of women. It also tries to place the burials of the late 
Middle Kingdom in context and to explain some typical features of these 
burials. 


THE PREDYNASTIC AND EARLY 
DYNASTIC PERIODS (3500-2700 BCE) 


The graves in the Predynastic Period were often simple and equipped with 
objects already used in daily life. People were placed in holes dug into the 
ground; only a handful of more elaborate tombs are known. Proper tomb 
architecture on a wider scale is not known until the Early Dynastic Pe- 
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riod, when at centers such as Memphis substantial funerary palaces were 
built.’ In both periods, even in the burials of the poorest, grave goods were 
still provided and mostly consisted of pottery vessels. Women had some 
jewelry and cosmetic objects; in burials of men weapons and tools were 
sometimes placed. Confirming the social and gender identity of the tomb 
owner seems to be the most important point in these graves.° Richer buri- 
als could even contain furniture and games. Objects specially made for the 
tomb are rare and often not easy to identify. Coffins were certainly made 
for the burial. In this period the first signs of mummification can be found. 
Model vessels, model granaries, and model boats also appear, certainly 
products of an early funerary industry. They copy types of objects used in 
daily life.’ 

Two burials, perhaps both of women, bear describing. Abydos was of 
special importance already in the Naqada Period (4000 to 3000 BCE), 
with several hundred graves dating to this time. The Naqada Period was 
the most important Predynastic culture in Upper Egypt, in many ways 
paving the way for Dynastic Egypt. At Abydos one undisturbed burial of 
an adult woman was found in a small shaft, just about 1 m deep and about 
1.2 m long. The woman was placed there in a contracted (fetal) position 
and covered with a reed mat. Near the head was found a flint knife. There 
were traces of copper or malachite and perhaps of lead. At the head and 
on the west side of the grave several pottery vessels were found. The most 
remarkable find, however, was a diadem at the head of the women. It is 
so far the earliest example of this type of personal adornment found in 
ancient Egypt. At the back of the head there was only a simple string of 
beads. At the front there were four strings of beads, once perhaps placed 
on a cloth. One wonders whether this was some kind of veil. The beads 
are made of gold, garnet, and turquoise.® 

Naga ed-Deir is a site in Upper Egypt not far across the river from 
the better known Abydos. Here cemeteries were excavated, mainly dating 
from the Predynastic Period to the First Intermediate Period. Tomb 1532 
belongs to the First Dynasty and was found intact, with the burial of a per- 
son, most likely a woman, richly adorned with golden jewelry.’ The tomb 
itself consisted of five underground chambers built of mud bricks. The 
middle chamber was the largest, and here was found the body of the de- 
ceased. On either short end were two smaller storage chambers filled with 
pottery. The remains of the skeleton show that the deceased was placed 
in a contracted position with the head to the south and the arms in front 
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of the face. Most personal adornments were found around the area of the 
head (the skull was not preserved). On the head was a simple golden dia- 
dem. The other jewelry found includes an array of necklaces. The beads 
were made of gold, garnet, and carnelian as well as white and black stones. 
There are twenty-four shells made of beaten gold leaf. Remarkable is a 
gazelle made of beaten gold and a bull made in the same way, perhaps both 
intended to be worn as pendants. A larger golden object was some kind of 
small container in the shape of a big beetle with the sign of the goddess 
Neith on it (a double beetle with two crossed arrows). The gold work is 
of high quality; nothing similar is known from the Early Dynastic Period 
or the Old Kingdom. However, some of the few other examples we have 
of high-quality personal adornments of about the same time were discov- 
ered in the tomb of King Djer at Abydos and should be mentioned in this 
context." Four bracelets were found attached to an arm. They are made 
of pieces of lapis lazuli, turquoise, and gold. It had been argued that the 
arm belonged to the mummy of a woman.'! Looking at the high number 
of personal adornments on the mummy of Tutankhamun, however, there 
seems no problem assigning the arm to King Djer.'? 


THE OLD KINGDOM (2700-2300 BCE) 


In the Old Kingdom, a stark contrast is visible for the first time between 
burials of the ruling class at the royal residences and those of the rest of 
the population. The burials of the ruling class contained a selection of 
objects of a funerary industry: the coffin or sarcophagus, the four canopic 
jars, model tools, and model vessels. This is clearly visible in the Fourth 
Dynasty burials at Gizeh, excavated and published by Hermann Junker. 
These burials belong to the highest state officials of the Fourth Dynasty. 
They contained many dummy vessels and model tools. The body of the 
deceased was adorned with only a small selection of jewelry, at least some 
of which was specially made for the tomb."* Burials below that highest so- 
cial level often contained only very few objects, some pottery vessels and 
perhaps some jewelry." A large number of tombs were devoid of goods, 
containing only the body of the deceased, perhaps wrapped in linen; this 
type of tomb can be found even for people of some standing. 

Burials of the ruling class in the provinces also contained only objects 
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taken from daily life and are therefore markedly different from those of 
the ruling class at the royal residence.’ 

Inscriptions were rare in burials of the classical Old Kingdom. They 
were restricted to the aboveground mastaba and the chapels of rock-cut 
tombs where the cult of the deceased was performed." 

The mastabas of the ruling classes in the cemeteries of the royal resi- 
dence, and also in the provinces, were often decorated with reliefs or, less 
often, with paintings. They show the tomb owner in front of an offer- 
ing table. This was the most essential decorated part of a mastaba, and 
tombs with little other decoration were at least adorned with this depic- 
tion. Where the tombs had more decoration, these further scenes show 
the tomb owner and his wife in front of offering bearers, and other depic- 
tions show the production of food and craftsmen working. Evidently, the 
eternal food supply and the supply of material goods were seen as essential 
and were guaranteed by placing scenes in the aboveground chambers of 
the mastabas.'* The underground parts of the tombs were in contrast less 
important and often simply contained the body of the deceased. 

There is evidently a break in burial customs at the beginning of the 
Fourth Dynasty. Before this period graves were filled with objects from 
daily life. In contrast, in the Fourth and Fifth Dynasties there were almost 
no burial goods at all in most burials of the broader population. If social 
identity was still the most important point in these burials, an impres- 
sion emerges that a large part of the population had become extremely 
poor. Indeed, some researchers have argued that this poverty relates to the 
pyramids being built at this time, with all resources of the country being 
transferred to the royal cemeteries." As we have seen, however, there are 
not many burial goods in the burials of wealthy people either. The restric- 
tion of burial goods was therefore not a sign of poverty but a deliberate 
choice.” 

Next to these burials of the highest ruling class were those of the wider 
population. They did not have a decorated tomb chapel, and it remains a 
matter of speculation how these people secured their eternal sustenance. 
Possibly certain rituals even for the poorest were performed (by family 
members?) or certain burial goods such as vessels normally used in rituals 
were placed next to the deceased. With such vessels these rituals were at 
least symbolically performed for all eternity.” 

Gizeh is the location of Egypt’s greatest pyramids, dating to the Fourth 
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Dynasty, and it is the site of an extensive cemetery of about the same pe- 
riod. Here were buried the officials serving the kings who had their pyra- 
mids at this place. Here too, however, are many tombs dating to after the 
time of the great pyramids. The cemetery was still important, although 
kings after the Fourth Dynasty were buried somewhere else. Within the 
mastaba complex of the important Fifth Dynasty official Rawer, excavated 
by the Egyptian Egyptologist Selim Hassan, were many shafts, most likely 
belonging to people related in some way to Rawer. Shaft 133 is 14.75 m 
deep, clearly indicating that the person buried here was of some higher 
social standing. Many other shafts are just a few meters deep. At the bot- 
tom of the shaft was a small chamber with a rough limestone sarcophagus. 
Within the sarcophagus were found the remains of a woman, aged by the 
excavators at about twenty to twenty-two years old. Her burial was found 
untouched. The only burial goods found were her items of jewelry. She 
was wearing two collars with round terminals and spacers in the shape of 
the hieroglyphic sign for water, holding the beads. These might be broad 
collars, but another option is that they are parts of a choker, well known 
from Old Kingdom tomb reliefs but hard to identify in the archaeological 
record.” The only other pieces of jewelry found were armlets and bracelets 
made of strings of beads. The beads used were of expensive materials— 
gold, lapis lazuli and faience—and confirm the high status of the woman. 
No other burial goods are reported for this tomb.” The burial equipment 
is restricted and not comparable to the goods placed in the Early Dynastic 
tomb at Naga ed-Deir. Here the trend of reduction is clearly visible, typi- 
cal of the classical Old Kingdom in the Fourth and Fifth Dynasties. It is 
hard to say whether the personal adornments were products of a funerary 
industry or whether they had already been worn in daily life. The same is 
true for tomb 294, evidently belonging to a woman of the highest social 
level and dating to the classical Old Kingdom. 

‘Tomb 294 was an undisturbed shaft within an Old Kingdom mastaba 
at Gizeh. It too was excavated by Hassan, in his 1930-1931 excavation 
season. The burial chamber of the mastaba contained a large number of 
pottery and stone vessels, most of them dummies or models. They were 
either far too small to have been of use in real life or, in the case of many 
stone vessels, were not really hollowed out, being just stones in the shape 
of a vessel, but otherwise solid. There were two larger, bottle-like, real 
vessels, and finally there were two vessels of Palestinian origin. In a niche 
in the southern wall of the burial chamber were found five bowls made of 
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fine red clay, of a type called “Meydum ware” because this type of pottery 
was first documented at the pyramid site of Meydum. It was the finest 
pottery produced in the Old Kingdom and was perhaps some kind of fine 
tableware, but it was also often found at temple sites and therefore used in 
the temple cults.”* South of the sarcophagus were the bones of a bull and 
of a bird, evidently some kind of funerary meal. Next to these was found 
an alabaster offering table with remains of food and offerings still on it. 
Inside the rough and uninscribed sarcophagus was found a collection of 
Old Kingdom jewelry. The woman buried here, preserved only as a skel- 
eton, had a golden diadem on her head. It measures 3.8 cm wide and 25 cm 
in diameter and has three golden disks as decoration. The middle one is 
round and shows a floral motive or rosette. The other two are in the form 
of two papyrus flowers with two birds on top of the flowers. Around the 
neck was found a necklace consisting of fifty golden elements representing 
beetles. These beetles are perhaps related to the goddess Neith, and they 
placed the woman buried here under the protection of the goddess. They 
relate to the beetle found in the burial at Naga ed-Deir.”* There was also a 
choker with two rounded terminals and spacers in between in the form of 
the hieroglyphic sign for water. On her left arm the woman wore a simple 
golden wire with one agate bead. On the right arm were two armlets, of 
which the two gold-covered clasps survived. Similar anklets were found at 
the feet. The whole body was found covered with beads evidently once be- 
longing to a dress covered with a bead net, also known from other burials.”° 


THE END OF THE OLD KINGDOM AND THE FIRST 
INTERMEDIATE PERIOD (2300-2000 BCE) 


In the late Old Kingdom more attention was given to the underground 
parts of the tomb. More objects were placed in the burial chamber, and 
the type of objects changed. Now there were a large number of funerary 
items, most likely made specifically for the tomb or used in rituals re- 
lated to the tomb. These include meat containers made of stone, shaped as 
the pieces of meat they contained for the eternal food supply,” wood and 
metal offering tables, and model vessels of metal and pottery.”® Personal 
adornments were found in several tombs, specially made for the burial. 
Some tombs contained model wooden figures showing the production of 
food and representing craftsmen. An important point is that these types of 
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burial also now appear in the provinces and are no longer restricted to a 
small number of people buried around the king. In the late Old Kingdom, 
inscriptions and images became important for the burial chamber too. 
Coffins bore offering formulae, and some burial chambers were adorned 
with pictures of offerings and granaries as well as lists of offerings. 

The burials of the broader population contained a large number of 
objects already used in daily life. Women were buried with their jewelry, 
men of some standing were sometimes provided with weapons (bows and 
arrows), not to indicate that they had been soldiers in daily life, but as 
status markers. Pottery vessels for the eternal food supply were still im- 
portant. In these burials confirming and preserving the social identity of 
the deceased was important.”” Evidently these burials continued a burial 
tradition already known from the Naqada Period and the Early Dynastic 
Period. 

‘Tomb 1316 at Matmar dates to the beginning of the First Intermediate 
Period and seems to belong to a wealthy woman who lived in a provin- 
cial town or village. The cemetery was excavated by Guy Brunton in the 
1930s. The burial was found undisturbed, most likely because the roof 
of the burial chamber had collapsed before a potential looter could enter 
the tomb. The tomb consists of a shaft about 14 m deep. At the bottom 
of the shaft there is a small niche where seven pottery vessels were found, 
all of them closed with mud. Next to them was the entrance to the burial 
chamber, closed by a brick wall. Inside the burial chamber were found the 
remains of a wooden coffin, with the skeleton of a woman lying on her left 
side with her hands in front of her pelvis. Under her head was a limestone 
headrest already repaired in ancient times and therefore most likely an ob- 
ject used in daily life. In front of her face was a quartzite grinder, perhaps 
for grinding cosmetic powder. On the coffin a cosmetic box must have 
once stood, but only some metal fittings were found. In the remains of the 
box were a mirror and two alabaster vases, the latter most likely for some 
cosmetic powder or ointments. The woman was richly adorned with jew- 
elry. Around her neck were six strings of beads made of different materials. 
Also on these necklaces were several amulets made of gold representing a 
face, a hawk, two crowns, and a uraeus. An outstanding piece found here 
was a golden seal. Furthermore, the woman was wearing bead bracelets 
and at least one bead anklet, the latter with a carnelian leg pendant.*° 

Already visible in this burial are some elements found in later court 
type burials of royal women. Except for the coffin, all objects in the burial 
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were most likely used in daily life. The placement of an additional box for 
cosmetic objects directly next to the dead woman is also common in the 
court type burials of the Twelfth Dynasty. Although this particular box did 
not contain personal adornments, there are other examples of about the 
same time containing jewelry. The mirror and cosmetic vessels are typical 
objects found in the boxes of the later tombs. 

Qau, also known as Qau el-Kebir, was a town in Middle Egypt. It is 
well known for the monumental tombs of local Middle Kingdom gover- 
nors.*! In addition, it has many other cemeteries of almost all periods of 
Egyptian history. Many of them have been excavated and provide one of 
the most important sources for provincial burial customs. Tomb 1735 at 
Qau belongs to the end of the First Intermediate Period and was found 
undisturbed. The burial was placed in a small chamber at the bottom of 
a shaft. The remains of an adult woman were found in a badly decayed 
coffin covered with plaster. She was richly adorned with jewelry. At her 
neck was a long string of carnelian beads; there were blue ring beads and 
beads of other materials. There were also three golden amulets: an ibis, 
a wedjat eye, and a lotus flower. On her right wrist the woman wore an 
armlet of dark carnelian barrel beads. At her ankles were found anklets of 
dark glazed beads with carnelian pendants in the shape of legs. Two scar- 
abs most likely once belonged to the necklace. Next to the coffin were just 
three vessels, two made of pottery and one of alabaster.” Small pendants 
often made of carnelian are typical of the First Intermediate Period and 
were found mainly in burials of women. They were parts of strings often 
attached to the body part they represent. They most likely had the func- 
tion of protecting these parts and had already been used in daily life. 


THE EARLY MIDDLE KINGDOM (2000-1850 BCE) 


In the early Middle Kingdom the trends of the First Intermediate Period 
continued. In burials of the ruling class, the deceased wore a mummy 
mask and was adorned with jewelry specially made for the tomb. There 
was a broad collar and, anklets and armlets. There were further objects 
specially made for the tomb, such as wooden sandals, and in some burials 
royal insignia, such as staves and weapons.” This type of burial was quite 
widespread, although it is hard to define the lowest social level still able to 
afford this type of burial.** At a higher social level coffins were often deco- 
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rated on the inside with depictions of offerings and burial goods, and also 
with long religious texts, some of them already known from the pyramids 
of Old Kingdom kings, others appearing here for the first time. They 
provide an insight into beliefs in the afterlife. Many of these texts were 
most likely spoken at rituals at the funeral. In these burials of the regional 
ruling classes were placed a large number of objects from local funerary 
workshops, such as fully decorated coffins and wooden models showing 
the production of food, pottery, leatherwork, and so on. Even in the early 
Middle Kingdom, however, there were burials without such wooden mod- 
els. The two best-recorded examples are the burial of the lady Ankhet 
from Lisht and the burial of the “storeroom overseer” Wah from Thebes, 
which basically contained only the coffin, the mummified body of Wah, 
his jewelry, and a statue.” 

The burials of poorer people changed little during the early Middle 
Kingdom. They were still equipped with daily life objects, especially jew- 
elry for women and perhaps for men. There were some pottery vessels for 
the eternal food supply for both sexes. It is clearly the social identity of the 
deceased that is most important.” 

From the Eleventh Dynasty comes the burial of a young girl named 
Mayet (“the cat”) (Fig. 92). She was buried at the bottom of a shaft within 
the funerary temple of King Mentuhotep II at Deir el-Bahari. Her in- 
scribed coffin does not bear any titles, but it seems clear that she was in 
some way related to the king and the royal court. She was placed in a sar- 
cophagus adorned with funerary formulae mentioning her name. Inside 
the sarcophagus was a wooden coffin inscribed with similar types of texts. 
Mayet herself was wrapped in linen. Her head was covered with a plaster 
mummy mask. Her jewelry consisted of an array of necklaces. There was 
a string of hollow gold balls, a string of carnelian beads, one consisting of 
small golden disks, and two other necklaces consisting of silver, carnelian, 
green feldspar, and glazed beads.*’ The inscriptions on the coffin give an 
idea of what was seen as essential for Mayet’s afterlife. On the front of 
her wooden inner coffin the inscription relates to the eternal food supply 
given by Osiris, consisting of a voice offering of thousands of bread loaves, 
bears, cattle, birds, and linen. On the back of the coffin Anubis is described 
as granting a “beautiful burial before the great god, lord of heaven.” Fi- 
nally, on the lid Anubis is described as providing access to the “beauti- 
ful ways in the necropolis.” The burial of Mayet was found next to the 
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burials of five women, all with the titles “king’s beloved wife,” “sole king’s 
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92. The coffin and mummy of Mayet as they were found. 
From Winlock 1921, pl. 11. 


ornament,” and “priestess of Hathor.” These burials were found looted, 
but that of Aashyt still contained beads from necklaces, shell bracelets, and 
two silver bead anklets. The impressions of her personal adornments were 
still found in the bandages that protected the mummy. Her burial is not 
yet fully published.*’ 

Perhaps from about the same time comes the burial of a woman found 
at Sedment. Sedment is a modern village at the entrance to the Fayum 
where several burial grounds from the end of the First Intermediate Pe- 
riod and the New Kingdom were excavated. Burial 1512 is just a simple 
shaft, about 3 m deep. At the bottom of the shaft was the body of a woman 
with her head to the north looking to the east. Her head was covered with 
a mummy mask, but there were no signs of any coffin. The only burial 
goods other than the mummy mask are a broad collar made of faience 
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beads and two anklets. The simple tomb architecture and the simple burial 
equipment stand in stark contrast to the woman’s personal adornments.” 

From the reign of Senusret I comes the burial of a woman named 
Ankhet, mentioned above. She was buried at Lisht, close to the pyramid 
of the king. Her tomb consists of a shaft about 5 m deep with a chamber, 
both roughly hewn into the rock. Ankhet, an elderly woman, was placed 
in a coffin decorated on the inside with long religious texts. The body was 
wrapped in several layers of linen. The outer layer of wrappings consisted 
of coarse linen, with the limbs not wrapped separately. Under that were 
nine layers of linen shawls and then several layers of fine linen shawls 
below them. After the mummy was placed in the coffin a black pitch-like 
substance was poured over the mummy. The brain was not removed from 
the mummy, and the body was treated with a salt solution and a dark oily 
unguent. The body of Ankhet was too badly preserved for us to be able to 
gain further information on the mummification.*! Over her head within 
the wrappings was a mummy mask, and around her neck was a string 
of beads with 1,095 glazed disk beads. On her chest was a mirror and a 
wooden model of a hes vase, and there was a wooden headrest under her 
head. Next to the coffin were two jars and three cups.” The whole burial 
gives a simple impression. Many of the objects in the tomb, however, were 
most likely specially made for the burial. The exceptions are perhaps the 
necklace, the headrest, and the mirror, although headrests specially made 
for burials are well attested.* The pottery might also be taken from daily 
life. In some ways this burial is similar to that of Satip, who was also placed 
in a wooden coffin covered with religious texts and had most objects in 
her tomb specially made for the burial, none of them of any great value in 
terms of materials. 

Another Middle Kingdom burial was found at Abydos and was num- 
bered 1008 by the excavator Henry Frankfort. His report on the tomb 
is very short. According to it, Frankfort found the remains of a young 
woman with her head to the east and looking up. In the burial a mirror 
and several beads of silver, gold, garnet, and carnelian were found. There 
were also one silver and four golden cowry-shaped shells. These are all 
typical Middle Kingdom personal adornments. Remarkable is a metal 
wire in ring form for wearing around the neck, known as a torque.“ 
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THE LATE MIDDLE KINGDOM (1850-1650 BCE) 


The late Middle Kingdom saw a radical change in burial customs. Wooden 
models showing the production of food and other items are no longer 
present, and the coffins are no longer decorated on the inside.” At the 
royal residence, court type burials are common at the highest social level, 
while at all other places, for burials of all classes, not only of people of a 
lower social level, objects of daily life now dominate the tomb equipment. 
Next to these daily life objects, some wealthy tombs included products of 
a new funerary industry. These are the first shabtis, the first heart scarabs, 
and models of food.* Other objects, such as faience figures of animals and 
magical wands, appear sporadically in the tombs of the period.” These 
are most likely magical objects, already used in daily life and not specially 
made for burials.** 

Because the burials of the late Middle Kingdom are the main subject 
of this book as a whole, they are not discussed in detail in this chapter. 
Instead, the most important objects placed in the burials of this period 
are presented, with brief discussions of their meaning in these burials. In 
order to gain a fuller picture, some tombs of the period belonging to men 
are also presented. 

According to the evidence from Harageh (pp. 100-102), three ma- 
jor burial types can be distinguished in the archaeological record for the 
late Middle Kingdom. They range from the court type burials containing 
many products of a funerary industry to those with no such objects.” 


Type 1: Court Type Burials 


In the burials of royal and highest-status women, products of a funerary 
industry predominate. These objects were made specifically for the burial 
or for rituals related to it. The object types include weapons and royal 
insignia, but also often the jewelry and perhaps the pottery found in the 
burials. These women were most likely all properly mummified. Canopic 
jars and canopic boxes are always part of the funerary equipment. Court 
type burials of the late Middle Kingdom are attested only in cemeteries of 
the royal residence (Lisht, Dahshur, Hawara). 
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Court Type Burials of Men 


Alongside the examples of women’s burials of this type it should be re- 
membered that contemporary court type burials are also well attested for 
men and must be included in the discussion to provide a fuller picture 
of the burial customs of the period. Few tombs of rich men were found 
intact, however, making it hard to compare burials of men with those of 
women. The most important example is the tomb of King Awibre Hor,’ 
a ruler of the early Thirteenth Dynasty. His burial has much in common 
with the burials of the royal women discussed. The king was buried in a 
stone-lined underground burial chamber at the bottom of a shaft next to 
the pyramid of King Amenemhat III at Dahshur (Fig. 93). Alongside his 
burial was found that of Nubhetepti-khered. Pyramids are still attested in 
the Thirteenth Dynasty for kings, and so Awibre Hor presumably reigned 
only for a short time and was not able to prepare a pyramid. The body of 
the king was placed in a wooden coffin adorned with gold foil, which was 
then placed in an undecorated sarcophagus. The coffin was almost identi- 
cal to that of Nubhetepti-khered. The body of the king was not placed in 
an anthropoid coffin but had a mummy mask, originally gilded. On his left 
side were found the typical weapons and royal insignia. The mummy”! was 
adorned with a broad collar and some other personal adornments, such as 
a wooden rosette, partly gilded and perhaps once belonging to a diadem. 
He also had a royal apron.” Armlets and anklets are missing, possibly be- 
cause the tomb was partly looted, but these personal adornments may 
have been more typical for women. Next to the sarcophagus was a wooden 
shrine with a wooden statue of the king, again with tools and weapons, and 
two stelae, one inscribed with an offering formula and the other with Pyra- 


93. The tomb chamber of King Awibre Hor as it was found. 
From de Morgan 1895, fig. 211. 
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mid Texts. There were also 
several pottery and wooden 
model vessels. In general, 
this burial seems similar to 
those of the royal women. 
Rich personal adornments 
are missing, but this might 
be due the fact that at one 
point robbers entered the 
tomb chamber. The burial 
is clearly a court type burial, 
as it was equipped with royal 
regalia (Fig. 94). 

The burial of the “co- 
ordinator of the temple 


staff” Sawadjet was found 
at Riqqeh. He was placed 
in a set of three coffins, two 


outer rectangular ones and 


an inner anthropoid one. 


The outer coffin was richly 
94. Some of the staves found in the tomb of King 


d kein ith 
Awibre Hor. From de Morgan 1895, figs. 221-25. ecorated on the inside wit 


friezes of objects, typical of 
coffins of the early Middle 
Kingdom. Next to the deceased on his left were two was scepters, a stick, 
and a flail. These were once gilded. The deceased was not adorned with 
any jewelry. There were many pottery vessels in the tomb.” The burial of 
Sawadjet is the only well-preserved court type burial of a nonroyal man. 
Although the burial does not have the full range of objects found in the 
burials of the royal women, there are several staves and a flail typical of 
court type burials. Sawadjet was placed in a set of three coffins, the outer 
one decorated on the inside with friezes of objects. The innermost coffin 
was anthropoid. Other court type burials of men are attested too, but most 
of them have been looted. One example is the tomb of the “chief lecture 
priest” Sesenebnef at Lisht. He was placed in two fully decorated cof- 
fins and provided with a canopic box containing canopic jars. He was also 
equipped with staves and royal insignia. Nothing survived of any personal 
adornments.’* 
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Osirification 


In court type burials certain objects seem to be, in a broad sense, related 
to ritual. This means that they were most likely used in rituals performed 
at the mummification. An account of one of the most important Egyptian 
myths is needed for an understanding of the rituals related to court type 
burials. In early times, Osiris was king over Egypt. He was married to his 
sister Isis and they had a son, Horus. Their brother was Seth, who was 
jealous of his brother and finally murdered Osiris as he wanted to become 
king of Egypt himself. He cut his brother’s body into pieces and buried 
them all over Egypt. After the death of Osiris, Isis searched for his corpse 
and succeeded in reassembling it. Isis brought up Horus to avenge his fa- 
ther, and when Horus was older, he fought against his uncle Seth to pun- 
ish him for murdering his father. Horus and other gods came to help Isis, 
and Osiris was brought back to life to become ruler of the underworld, 
while Horus followed his father and became ruler of Egypt.” 

At the point at which Isis had reassembled Osiris, his corpse was placed 
in the embalming tent to be mummified. Several gods came to help in this 
process. The end of the mummification, the placing of the mummy in the 
coffin and the rituals around it, are known from Ptolemaic and Roman 
period temple texts as the hour vigil. In the twelve hours of the night and 
the twelve hours of the day, every hour a group of deities came forward 
to perform specific rituals of embalming. Many texts on Middle Kingdom 
coffins seem to refer to this. Finally Horus came and brought Osiris back 
to life, a moment also known from many later depictions in burial cham- 
bers and on coffins (Fig. 95). Osiris is shown lying on a funerary bed with 
Horus in front of him placing at his nose the ankh sign (the symbol for life). 
The important point for this book is that a collection of crowns, staves, 
and royal symbols is always shown under the funerary bed. These items 
are identical to those found in the court type burials. From this depiction 
of Osiris it is clear that the deceased in court type burials was identified as, 
or at least treated like, Osiris,” most likely in the hour vigil. In this con- 
text, a depiction of King Merenptah on his sarcophagus lid found at Tanis 
should be mentioned (Fig. 96). It shows the dead king as Osiris adorned 
with many of the items also found in the court type burials. He wears a 
broad collar, a dagger, the apron, the hega scepter, and the flail. The text 
next to this image starts with “Wake up!” and continues, “may you appear 
as Osiris . . . in your hand is the heqa scepter, in your hand is the flail.”* 
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95. King Sheshongq III as Osiris on a embalming bed with Horus in front 
of him, bringing Osiris back to life. Under the bed are depicted royal insignia. 
From Montet 1951, pl. XXX. 


Other objects placed in the burial chamber of the royal women relate 
to the hour vigil too. Among the relevant spells on coffins, the most im- 
portant involve the four children of Horus taking care of the deceased’s 
limbs and Isis and Nephthys taking care of the body. Other texts on cof- 
fins, however, are more concerned with the journey of the deceased to the 
sky and the correct placement of the deceased in the underworld.” 

Some of the staves found in the court type burials are reported to have 
been found broken,“ which perhaps relates to rituals performed around 
the mummy in the embalming tent at the hour vigil. The whole hour vigil 
was perhaps performed at the end of the mummification process or was 
part of it in the embalming tent. Therefore these staves can be regarded 
as leftovers from rituals as well as objects important for preserving the 
identity of the deceased’s body as Osiris. The rituals around the burial of 
the deceased are quite well known from several depictions in tombs from 
almost all periods of ancient Egyptian history.‘ The hour vigil is not so 
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96. The figure of King Merenptah as Osiris on his 
sarcophagus (Cairo Museum, JE 87797B). Osiris is 
equipped with a flail and a hega scepter. He wears an 
apron to which a dagger is attached. Drawn by the 
author after Montet 1951, pl. LXXVI. 


prominent in these depictions, but it seems that 
it was seen, especially in the late Middle King- 
dom, as an extremely important part of burial 
at the royal court. It was evidently the most 
critical moment for bringing the deceased back 
to life in the underworld. 

Although these insignia and weapons are in 
other contexts associated with gender and in 
many cultures more typical for burials of men, 
they appear as ritual objects in late Middle 
Kingdom tombs of women. In this context they 
are not gender related“ but confirm the iden- 
tity of the deceased as Osiris, and clearly show 
that the deceased was treated as Osiris in ritu- 
als.° This treatment as the king of the under- 
world may be most visible in instances in the 
late Middle Kingdom where a private mummy 
mask was adorned with royal insignia, such as a 
uraeus® or a vulture, normally part of a royal 
crown. The mummy mask with its decoration 
was evidently an object confirming the new 
identity of the deceased in the underworld. 


Social Identity in the Court Type Burials of Women 


In some of the court type burials of women jewelry boxes and cosmetic 
boxes were also found. They contained items of jewelry worn in daily life, 
and their main function was most likely to maintain the social identity of 
these women. As some of them were royal women, they had items with 
king’s names, perhaps presents from the king but also status symbols con- 
firming their link to a ruler. In some court type burials, however, no jew- 
elry boxes were found. In the case of Senebtisi it seems possible that her 
personal adornments were placed next to the funerary adornments on the 
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mummy. The necklaces and hair adornments on her mummy indicate that 
they were daily life adornments. For certain other burials, such as those 
of Nefruptah or Nubhetepti-khered, the evidence is not so clear. Their 
mummies were equipped with fewer personal adornments, but that might 
relate to the inadequate recording of these burials and bad preservation 
conditions. 

It seems clear that jewelry was a display of prestige and power.‘ The 
materials used in much of the jewelry are exactly those described in texts 
of the late Middle Kingdom and the Second Intermediate Period as be- 
ing the most prestigious ones: “O, yet gold, lapis lazuli, silver, turquoise, 
garnet, amethyst, diorite (?) our... have been hung on the necks of maid- 
servants.”°’ This passage comes from the “Dialogue of Ipuwer” where 
Ipuwer complains to the Lord of All about the inversion of the social 
order. Several precious materials are named with the complaint that they 
are in the hands of “common” people. 


Protection in Court Type Burials 


Few amulets were found in court type burials. It therefore seems that the 
protection of the deceased against evil spirits did not play any major role 
in equipping these tombs. Some of the jewelry in these burials, however, 
might have had the function of protecting the deceased or parts of the 
body. An example is the bird claw amulets found in several jewelry boxes. 
Their function is unknown, but perhaps they offered protection for the 
legs, most likely already in daily life but also in the underworld. The shen 
ring, often found as a pendant for a necklace in tombs of both sexes, was 
perhaps also an amulet offering protection, already worn in life. 

There are a few other objects in the court type burials offering pro- 
tection and most likely made for the tomb. In the burial of Nubhetepti- 
khered a sa sign was found. In hieroglyphs the symbol means “protection.” 
The sa sign appears also in the frieze of objects on the coffin of Sawadjet 
and a few other coffins.® Indeed, the frieze of objects on Sawadjet’s coffin 
is remarkable. It shows several items otherwise only found in court type 
burials, such as an apron, a figure of a goose or swan, and a swallow pen- 
dant. Finally, Senebtisi had a necklace made from different sa signs, offer- 
ing her, in a very direct way, multiple protection. It is not clear whether 
the necklace was specially made for the tomb or was already worn in life. 

Protection in the court type burials was therefore mostly a matter of 
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the tomb architecture, best visible in the elaborate architecture of the 
burials around the pyramid of Amenemhat II and their placement without 
superstructure around the pyramid of Senusret II. Most other related ob- 
jects in these tombs are better classified as amulets, many also providing 
protection for the living. 


Type 2: Burials with Objects 
of a Funerary Industry 


Below the court type burials belonging to people of royal and highest 
social status are burials of people of high social standing but perhaps not 
so closely related to the royal court. Their burials include a number of 
products of a funerary industry but lack the set of royal insignia (examples 
include tomb 129, Teti pyramid cemetery; Satip; and many burials exca- 
vated at Harageh).® These tombs contain decorated coffins, sometimes 
a mummy mask, and sometimes a canopic box with canopic jars. This 
indicates that these women were also most often mummified.” The jew- 
elry found in these burials was again often made just for the tomb. These 
tombs are mainly known from the cemeteries in the Memphite and Fayum 
regions, but also from Abydos and Thebes. Examples from other parts of 
the country are rare, although the late Middle Kingdom is in general not 
well documented in cemeteries around the country. This is reflected in 
the fact that most decorated coffins of the period come from the centers 
mentioned, but not from the provinces. 


Burials of Men 


For comparison, two burials of men will be described. The undisturbed 
coffin of the “great one of Upper Egypt” Renseneb was discovered at 
Thebes within a disturbed shaft tomb with two chambers and several buri- 
als. At the time of the excavation, the tomb still contained an important 
collection of objects, notably a carved wooden box of an official called 
Kemni, shown in front of King Amenemhat IV. There was also a finely 
crafted gaming board, with gaming pieces consisting of pegs with heads 
of hounds and jackals. Most of the burials within the tomb were found 
heavily disturbed, and it remains problematic to reconstruct their origi- 
nal arrangement. The coffin of Renseneb, however, was intact, although 
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badly decayed. It was inscribed on the outside. Within it lay the body of 
Renseneb adorned with a mummy mask. For jewelry, he wore a necklace 
consisting of ball beads made of a dark stone, each of them adorned with 
two golden caps and a pendant in the shape of a shen ring.” Other finds 
in the coffin were a mirror and the figure of a hippopotamus.” Further 
necklaces found in the tomb are not clearly connected with the coffin of 
Renseneb and may belong to the other people buried here.” A compa- 
rable but less well recorded burial was found at Abydos. It belonged to the 
“overseer of Lower Egypt” Nakht. Not much is known about this tomb, 
as only some of the objects found were published in the short excavation 
report. These included a necklace similar to the one found in the burial of 
Renseneb. There are faience beads, again with a cap on either side and a 
shen ring pendant. Two stone eyes indicate that there was once a mummy 
mask or anthropoid coffin. Further finds are one mummiform figure pro- 
viding the name and title of the official and several alabaster vessels.’* 

In type 2 burials the deceased was still buried with objects of a funerary 
industry. The deceased has a decorated coffin and funerary jewelry, such 
as broad collars. Some of these burials also contained an array of personal 
adornments (such as Harageh tomb 124). These people, however, were 
not equipped with staves and weapons in the same way as the women and 
men in court type burials. Whether this is a deliberate choice or relates to 
insufficient resources must remain an open question. These burials relate 
closely to burials of the First Intermediate Period and the early Middle 
Kingdom, generally being similarly equipped” (compare the burials of 
Mayet and Ankhet). Here, then, there seems to be a continuous tradition 
going back to the First Intermediate Period. Evidently these women were 
also adorned as godlike beings, but the objects relating to the hour vigil 
are missing. The burial goods had the main function of protecting the 
body (the coffin and canopic jars) and maintaining the social identity of 
a godlike being (the mummy mask and funerary jewelry). Perhaps these 
women did not have the resources for the performance of an hour vigil 
while their body was being embalmed. The decorated coffins and other 
objects, however, show that they had some wealth. The two burials of men 
show a wider range of objects. Coffins, mummy masks, and the shabti 
are items of a funerary industry, but the personal adornments seem to be 
taken from daily life. The same is true of the box in the burial of Renseneb 
and the hounds and jackals game. 
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Type 3: Burials Without Objects 
of a Funerary Industry 


In the third group of burials (most burials of Chapter 2) presented here, 
most objects were taken directly from life. There are almost no objects 
of a funerary industry. The only exception is the coffin, always undec- 
orated.’° Personal adornments and cosmetic objects are often the only 
burial goods. There are many other burials of the same type with little 
or no jewelry, however. In this group the jewelry was most likely already 
worn in life. It seems remarkable that most of these burials concentrate 
on jewelry and cosmetic objects. Other object types such as faience fig- 
ures and magical wands are known for contemporary burials but are rarely 
connected with expensive personal adornments. In the older literature” 
these items were regarded as typical of burials of the period, but they 
are in fact not all that common.’ The expensive jewelry found indicates 
that the women had some resources. Therefore, the increased amount 
of jewelry in the burial equipment was a deliberate choice, and resources 
were not spent on funerary products. These burials do not have canopic 
jars or canopic boxes. It is thus uncertain whether these women (or men) 
were properly mummified or just wrapped in linen. Indeed, at least in the 
Middle Kingdom, mummification was most likely not essential for having 
an afterlife, as Harco Willems has argued.” This type of burial is known 
from all parts of the country. 

In these burials the only point (at least the only one visible in the ar- 
chaeological records) was evidently to maintain social identity in the next 
life. As I have already outlined, this type of burial is known from the oldest 
farming culture in Upper Egypt, the Naqada culture (around 4000 BCE) 
through to the New Kingdom and was always a common burial type for 
the broader population.‘ 


Summary for the Late Middle Kingdom 


According to the evidence from Harageh (and to a lesser extent from Hu), 
the three types of burials presented are certainly not as clear-cut as might 
at first appear. The borders between these groups are fluid. The types are 
essentially a spectrum of burial choices, from burials with a large number 
of objects exclusively made for burial to graves containing only objects 
taken from daily life. A burial with an array of jewelry already worn in 
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daily life might also contain a large number of objects made for the tomb, 
specially coffins and mummy masks. This range might also reflect the so- 
cial spread of mummification in the late Middle Kingdom. The deceased 
in burials with a large number of products of a funerary industry (types 
1 and 2) were most likely also mummified. People having only daily life 
objects were less likely to be mummified. Furthermore, Harageh was the 
cemetery of a wealthy community, and it contains a high proportion of 
burials with products of a funerary industry. Other cemeteries provide a 
different picture. Objects of a funerary industry are much fewer in other 
cemeteries. In the Second Intermediate Period cemeteries at Qau and 
Badari there are hardly any, just some stuccoed coffins and perhaps one 
gilded plaster mask.*! 

Throughout the Middle Kingdom, the hour vigil was an important 
part of the rituals around the burial, and it is still well attested in later 
periods.® It is only in the court type burials of the late Middle Kingdom, 
however, that so many objects involved in the ritual were placed in the 
tomb, right next to the mummy. Court type burials are already known 
from the mid-Twelfth Dynasty. One example is the burial of the local gov- 
ernor Djehutynakht at Deir el-Bersheh, dating perhaps to Amenemhat II. 
In his burial were found staves, a mace, a flail, and the royal girdle. Other 
burials of people belonging to the ruling class, such as the tomb of the 
“steward” Gemniemhat found at Saqqara and dating to the early Twelfth 
Dynasty, contain similar objects; but it is not always clear whether these 
objects relate to the hour vigil and are therefore part of a court type burial 
or whether they belong to other royal rituals.** These other rituals might 
relate to certain Pyramid Texts and are therefore most likely royal ritu- 
als. For example, Pyramid Text spell 221 is a prayer to the royal crowns. 
Pyramid Text spells 742-756 are spells of rituals “presenting royal insignia 
to the king.”** Whether this relates to the “hour vigil” remains unknown. 
In this context, important Pyramid Texts were also found in the pyramid 
chamber of Queen Neith, wife of Pepy II. In a ritual text several objects 
are mentioned, most of them also well known from court type burials.*” 
They include royal insignia, a dagger, a blade, an apron, a tail, and a swal- 
low, exactly the objects placed on the mummy in the court type burials. 
Evidently, the religious beliefs around these objects were already around 
at the end of the Old Kingdom. It is again uncertain whether the objects 
relate to the hour vigil or are items typical of a royal burial in general. 

In this context it should also be mentioned that the burial of Tutankha- 
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mun contained many of the items found in the court type burials. The king 
was equipped with royal insignia: an apron and two daggers were found 
on the mummy.®® In the Third Intermediate Period burial of Sheshong II 
at Tanis were found an apron, an amulet in the form of a swallow, and a 
dagger. These are all objects typical of the court type burials. * From the 
slight evidence from the tomb of Tutankhamun and the sarcophagus of 
Merenptah (see p. 150 and Fig. 96), it might be asked whether court type 
burials are essentially royal burials but in the late Middle Kingdom used 
by a wider range of people at the royal court. The objects discussed seem 
to be the crucial elements of a royal burial, best visible not only in the 
court type burials but also on the sarcophagus of Merenptah. 

In the court type burials (type 1 burials) but also in the burials of type 
2, the deceased was buried as Osiris, or at least as a godlike being. This 
was the main aspect of these burials, and the social identity of the deceased 
is visible only through the jewelry boxes and cosmetic boxes and some ad- 
ditional items of jewelry placed on the body. In contrast, in type 3 burials 
the maintenance of the social identity of women and men was the most 
important consideration. There are no signs that the deceased was trans- 
formed after death into a godlike being. 

In an article on burials in pre-Columbian American cultures Chris- 
topher Peebles describes the deceased with their burial equipment as the 
“fossilized terminal statuses of individuals.” Whether this is indeed the 
crucial point is still heavily debated in archaeology. There are certainly 
other factors complicating the picture for the interpretation of objects 
placed around the body in a burial. These objects were perhaps selected 
not only by the deceased but also by family members or by members of 
the community in which the deceased lived.” If so, they represent the im- 
age others had of a person’s identity more than that person’s self-image. 
There may not even be one single identity for a person. Indeed, Jan Ass- 
mann has distinguished three of types of identity. There is the “individual 
identity,” characterized by the individual life of a person and unique to 
that one person. Second, there is the “personal identity”: the roles and 
functions a society assigns to an individual. Finally, there is the “collective 
identity”: the image a group of people develops for itself.” 

It is hard to tell which of these identities are expressed in the late Mid- 
dle Kingdom burials of women. The foreign jewelry found in the burial of 
Khenmet and in the jewelry box of Mereret might point to the individual 
identity. These are most likely pieces of jewelry owned by these women 
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and presented to them. In contrast, the other items of jewelry found in the 
jewelry boxes often give a rather stereotypical impression. The personal 
adornments found at Lahun in the burial of Sathathoriunet and in the 
jewelry boxes of Mereret and Sathathor have many points in common. 
They seem to reflect the personal identity of these women. With these 
personal adornments they fulfilled a certain social and religious function 
at the royal court, evidently expressed by their jewelry, but also by their 
titles preserved on some of their monuments. 

The different identities are much harder to identify in the burials of 
the broader population (type 3). Do their personal adornments give them 
a certain function in their society, or did these women buy or receive their 
jewelry because these items appealed to their taste, or were the items given 
to them on special occasions, such as festivals? 

While in burials of types 1 and 2 becoming or being treated as Osiris 
was important, in the burials of the broader population (type 3) this aspect 
seems to be secondary, or is at least not visible. Only the eternal food 
supply plays a certain role at least in a number of these burials, discern- 
ible from the large number of vessels placed in some of the tombs. Other 
aspects might also have played a part, but the interpretation of certain 
objects often remains pure speculation. Magical wands most likely had the 
task of protecting mother and child at birth and might have had the same 
function when placed in the tomb. In a wider sense they confirmed the 
social identity of the deceased, as these people were equipped with exactly 
the objects they needed most in real life. Children were highly vulnerable 
in life and so needed special protection in both life and death. The mean- 
ing of many animal faience figures remains obscure, but their serving a 
magical function protecting the deceased seems possible.” 

It is hard to detect social identity in the late Middle Kingdom tombs of 
men. Some objects placed in the male burials, such as gaming boards, writ- 
ing equipment, and administrative papyri, seem to testify to this. These 
objects, however, have also been interpreted as equipment for a journey 
into the next world.” That would mean that some men were equipped 
for the journey into the underworld, while the focus for contemporary 
women was the maintenance of social and gender status. Perhaps the gam- 
ing boards are better explained as relating to the social status of the man, 
as somebody who had the leisure to play games, while papyri and writing 
equipment might indicate his status as belonging to the literate ruling 
class. 
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It is notable that a large number of the burials with an array of ex- 
pensive personal adornments are those of rather young women. Stephan 
Seidlmayer observed a similar pattern for Old Kingdom and First Inter- 
mediate Period burials on Elephantine. Here too, the burials of young 
women were often richly equipped with jewelry, while burials of older 
women of the same social status or even higher—visible in the tomb archi- 
tecture—were often not buried with jewelry at all. He wondered whether 
older women had already given their personal adornments to a daughter 
within their lifetime.” This might be confirmed by some of the burials 
discussed in this book, even for women at a higher social level. Ankhet 
buried at Lisht under Senusret I was an old woman when she died. Her 
burial equipment includes a range of high-status products of a funerary 
industry, including a mummy mask and a decorated coffin. She did not, 
however, have any elaborate or costly personal adornments, just one sim- 
ple bead necklace. The evidence indicates that at a certain social level 
women were buried according to their social position when they died. 
This could mean without jewelry, or with only a little. 

The placing of expensive jewelry in burials could be interpreted as 
a display of prestige and power, as has been argued for the jewelry in 
the court type burials.” This interpretation seems not to work in Middle 
Kingdom Egypt if we look at the burials of high-status women without 
jewelry. The social status of these women was most likely more important 
than prestige and power. They were buried without personal adornments, 
as though they did not have any expensive jewelry when they died. They 
belonged to a social level where it was perhaps affordable to include in 
the tomb jewelry other than that which was already the property of the 
deceased, but these women or their family decided not to do so. 

The situation is evidently slightly different for the women at the royal 
court. The pectorals, in particular, were certainly high-status objects, and 
most of them are inscribed with a royal name. They were most likely 
produced in a royal workshop as objects of high prestige and would have 
announced for all eternity a link to the king. 

The main bulk of the burials of the late Middle Kingdom contained 
objects from daily life (type 3 burials). The remarkable point is that these 
burials are now attested not only for lower levels of the society but also 
for women of some standing at the cemeteries of the royal residence and 
in the provinces. The situation is similar in the Early Dynastic period, 
but totally different to that in the early Middle Kingdom, when objects 
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of a funerary industry are found all around the country. Evidently, the 
well-attested burials in the late Middle Kingdom with daily life jewelry 
and without objects of a funerary industry (type 3) belong to a tradition 
known from almost all other periods of ancient Egyptian history up to 
the Ramesside Period, and also well known from women’s burials around 
the world, especially for women not of a high social level. In this tradition 
people were placed in graves with objects confirming their social identity 
(male versus female) and social status (often in tombs of men). In most 
other periods of ancient Egyptian history this burial tradition is typical 
of the broader population, while the ruling classes equipped their burials 
with products of a funerary industry. 

It remains unclear why people ofa higher social level suddenly adopted 
burial customs previously evident only at lower social levels.” There are 
several possible explanations. It might be argued that knowledge of certain 
rituals was no longer available to everybody and only people at the royal 
court had access to them. These developed together with the court type 
burials into a new funerary industry, while the rest of the country, includ- 
ing many people belonging to the ruling class, followed older models or 
were buried with a reduced amount of burial equipment (coffins, mummy 
masks, and so on). One might ask in this context: did the royal residence 
restrict the knowledge of certain rituals or even of religious literature to 
a small number of people? The main feature of the court type burials is 
the royal insignia, most often just made of wood and most likely not very 
expensive. Therefore it seems unlikely that these people could not afford 
to be buried in this style. The cost of the objects typical of the court type 
burials is evidently not the reason for not placing them in the tomb cham- 
ber.” It is also possible, however, to argue that the rituals around the court 
type burials were just too expensive and were therefore only used by a 
small select group who could afford them. 

There is another possible explanation. The richness of some of the 
burials of the period, equipped with golden jewelry, seems to rule out 
the conclusion that the reduced burial equipment is related to poverty. 
Most of the women of type 3 burials presented in this book had substan- 
tial resources, but their burials include no objects of a funerary industry. 
Perhaps one reason for this relates to the centralization of the late Mid- 
dle Kingdom.” After the reign of Senusret III most local centers became 
less important than they were in the early Middle Kingdom. No longer 
are there any grand tombs of local governors. Local governors are still 
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97. Burial types in the Middle Kingdom: 1. burials with wooden 
models of estates; 2. court type burials in provinces (type 1); 3. court 
type burials at the royal residence (type 1); 4. burials of the broader 
population with mostly daily life objects (type 3); 5. burials 
of the ruling classes with mostly daily life objects (type 3). 


attested, but they had fewer resources. In the early Middle Kingdom there 
were most likely workshops connected with the courts of the local gover- 
nors. This is best visible in the tomb scenes in Beni Hasan.” 

With less income for the local governors in the late Middle Kingdom, 
there were no longer the resources to maintain funerary industry work- 
shops at the local courts.'” This funerary industry is now attested at only 
a few places, such as at the royal residence (the cemeteries of Dahshur, 
Lisht, Harageh, and Hawara) and to a lesser extent at Abydos and The- 
bes. Here, coffins were still decorated with longer religious texts,” and 
the funerary industry produced the first shabtis and heart scarabs. There 
were still wealthy people in the provinces, indicated by the women’s buri- 
als with rich jewelry. Their number was not high enough to support a lo- 
cal funerary industry, however, and they were therefore buried according 
to older traditions. Their jewelry may have been bought at the centers 
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mentioned above, but it was also produced locally, as indicated by the low 
quality of some of the items. The few decorated coffins found at provincial 
cemeteries may even have been produced elsewhere.'* The same is true 
of some other funerary objects found in the provinces, such as shabtis'” 
and mummy masks, although the latter seem still to be common in some 
places and might indicate that there were at least some local funerary 
workshops outside the main centers (as at Buhen and Mirgissa).'°° Work- 
shops for stelae and statues are still attested in several provincial towns. 
Their products were not only used for tombs. The evidence from stelae 
and statues still produced at some provincial places might even support 
the idea that knowledge of certain rituals was now restricted to a smaller 
number of people, excluding local officials, who were still able to com- 
mission stelae and statues but not elaborate objects of a funerary industry. 


THE SECOND INTERMEDIATE PERIOD AND 
EARLY NEW KINGDOM (1650-1250 BCE) 


Besides the coffin, objects of a funerary industry are rare in the Second 
Intermediate Period. It seems that the production of funerary jewelry and 
other funerary objects stopped almost completely, even at the level of the 
royal court." At the end of the period only a small funerary industry re- 
mained at Thebes, producing coffins and canopic boxes. The rough stick 
shabtis!” typical of this period are also products of a reduced funerary 
industry. Decorated coffins outside Thebes are extremely rare by the end 
of the Second Intermediate Period, the few examples being found at Aby- 
dos!!° and Saqqara.!!! It seems that these were the only other places in 
Egypt at least producing decorated coffins. This development evidently 
paved the way for the burial customs of the New Kingdom, which saw a 
high percentage of objects from daily life even in royal tombs. By the end 
of the Second Intermediate Period in particular, a shift is visible toward 
placing a wider range of daily life objects in tombs, including even small 
pieces of furniture. 

Three burials belonging to Second Intermediate Period will be de- 
scribed here. Two examples from Upper Egypt confirm that the burial 
traditions of the late Middle Kingdom continued, while the first example 
is a burial from Tell el-Dab’a, where a rather different funerary culture 
developed. A large community of people originally from Palestine and 
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perhaps Syria lived at Tell el-Dab’a. They followed the burial customs of 
the regions they came from. These included placing weapons in tombs of 
men, a practice not common in Egyptian burials in Upper Egypt dating 
to the late Middle Kingdom and Second Intermediate Period, although 
there are some instances.''” Most of the jewelry placed in the tombs was 
Egyptian in type and production, however, although there are also several 
types not known from classical late Middle Kingdom cemeteries, such as 
diadems made of gold foil, which are otherwise well known from Palestine 
and Greece." 

One example of a rich burial, numbered A/II-m/16, contained the re- 
mains of three skeletons. One, mostly likely a woman, was richly adorned 
with jewelry. The most beautiful objects were two necklaces, each con- 
sisting of several rows of beads, many of precious materials such as gold, 
turquoise, and carnelian; some were made of faience. At the front of each 
necklace were perhaps several chains of beads held together in one case by 
special large beads with several holes for several strings. There was also 
most likely a row of golden shells at the front. A small figure of a lion was 
used as a clasp. Other personal adornments included two scarabs found at 
the left hand, perhaps once being part of two rings. There was a golden 
diadem found at the head and about eight hundred small beads. Other 
finds were a copper mirror next to the skull of the person buried there, a 
kohl pot, and thirteen pottery vessels.!'* 

At Qurna, part of the Theban necropolis, the burial of a wealthy 
woman, dating to the end of the Second Intermediate Period or very 
early New Kingdom, was excavated (Fig. 98). The grave was set apart 
from any other burials and was just a shallow hole in the ground. Despite 
this simple arrangement, the burial itself makes a quite rich impression. 
The woman was placed into a partly gilded rishi coffin. On her body were 
found several golden personal adornments. There were two earrings, a 
necklace consisting of four strings of golden beads, golden armlets, and a 
girdle made of electrum beads, including twenty-six cowry-shaped beads 
between smaller, simpler ones. A scarab may have been used as a pendant. 
She also wore bangles. Other objects placed next to the coffin include 
several pottery vessels, some of them Nubian, and small items of furni- 
ture, such as a stool and a headrest. There was also a box next to the cof- 
fin containing the body of a child, most probably the child of the woman 
buried here. The young women herself was about twenty years old when 
she died.!" 
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98. The burial of the wealthy woman at Qurna, as recorded and published by 
Petrie. From Petrie 1909, pl. XXII. 
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The burial of Queen Ahhotep'’’ was found in 1859 in Dra Abu el- 
Naga, which is the modern name for the northern part of the Theban 
necropolis!!” and was the royal burial ground in the Second Intermedi- 
ate Period. The burial of the queen was found in a brick-lined vaulted 
chamber. In the chamber was a gilded coffin of rishi type. This type of 
coffin, which developed in the Second Intermediate Period, is anthropoid 
and covered with a feather decoration.''* With the burial were found sev- 
eral items of jewelry, such as a pectoral, golden necklaces, several golden 
armlets, a broad collar, and bracelets of different types. The unexpected 
objects were a model boat in silver and another in gold, a dagger partly 
made of gold, two simpler daggers, and an axe, again partly made of gold, 
richly inlaid, and with the name of King Ahmose, the first ruler of the 
Eighteenth Dynasty and the founder of the New Kingdom. There are two 
further axes and several models of axes. These weapons need an explana- 
tion. They are not typical of burials of women of the late Second Inter- 
mediate Period and the New Kingdom. Daggers are well known from the 
court type burials, but all other objects typical of these burials are missing 
in this tomb, so it seems more likely that they had a different function 
here; indeed, it has often been suggested that these weapons refer to the 
political position of Queen Ahhotep at the end of the Second Intermedi- 
ate Period when Egypt was fighting against the Hyksos in the north, and 
when Ahhotep might have played a part.'!’ In this context also belongs a 
necklace with golden flies as pendants, as it is known that golden flies were 
given as an honor after military battles.'”° 

The New Kingdom saw the continuation of the late Middle Kingdom 
and Second Intermediate Period trends. In the provinces at the begin- 
ning of the period there was almost no funerary industry. The tombs of 
the wealthy were now filled with objects already used in daily life, such as 
furniture, garments, games, weapons, and pottery vessels. Conserving the 
social identity of the deceased is still the most important aspect of buri- 
als at all social levels. Only at Thebes were found products of a funerary 
industry as well as objects of daily life. These consist of canopic jars and 
their boxes, shabtis, amulets, and the Book of the Dead.!! It seems that 
in the early New Kingdom Thebes was the only place with a funerary in- 
dustry, producing high-quality coffins, mummy shrouds with Book of the 
Dead chapters, and other objects (shabtis), although decorated coffins also 
appear sporadically outside Thebes. 

From the mid-Eighteenth Dynasty comes the tomb of three women 
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with foreign names (Menhata, Menuwai, Meruta), all with the title “king’s 
wife” and therefore belonging to the same social level as the main buri- 
als discussed in this book. The burials of these queens were looted in the 
early twentieth century and most of the objects sold to the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art in New York. The preservation conditions for organic 
materials were not very good in the tomb, so only inorganic objects sur- 
vived. These are mainly jewelry and cosmetic objects, including many 
stone vessels. The range of objects from these three burials is quite similar 
to that found in the royal tombs of the late Middle Kingdom. There was 
jewelry made for the burial, in this case a vulture, a falcon broad collar, 
covers for toes and fingers, and golden sandals. All these were made of 
gold leaf and are of rather simple workmanship. There was also jewelry 
most likely worn in real life. These include some broad collars, a diadem 
with gazelles, a cover for a wig, earrings, several armlets, and girdles. The 
cosmetic objects include mirrors and many stone vessels.'?? 

Aniba, ancient Miam, was the capital of the Nubian provinces in the 
New Kingdom. A large cemetery has been excavated there, including the 
undisturbed burial of Weser and his wife Tanefert, who probably lived in 
the middle of the Eighteenth Dynasty. Their burial contained a number 
of important objects, including many pottery vessels and also metal ves- 
sels. The deceased were found in two heavily decayed wooden coffins, 
once black with painted yellow decoration. The mummy of Weser was 
not equipped with any jewelry, while the mummy of Tanefert was adorned 
with five rings, one of silver, one of gold. On her body was found a heart 
scarab, a mirror, a knife, a whetstone, and cosmetic spoons. On her coffin 
was found a box with several alabaster vessels, evidently a cosmetic box 
with cosmetic jars.!”3 


THE LATE NEW KINGDOM (1250-1070 BCE) AND AFTER 


Burial customs changed dramatically under Ramses II (c. 1279-1213 
BCE). From around his reign onward, products of a funerary industry 
were placed in richer graves: coffins, canopic equipment, shabtis, the 
Book of the Dead, and sometimes amulets.'** Daily life objects became 
rare, and personal adornments do not appear in many burials.'° The dis- 
play of the deceased’s social identity becomes secondary in the burials or 
disappears completely, the main focus being the protection of the body 
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and the transformation of the deceased into a godlike being. This type 
of burial, containing mainly products of a funerary industry, is attested in 
the Third Intermediate Period, in the Late Period,'* and into the Roman 
Period; it is thus the dominant burial type for the whole first millennium 
BCE. During the course of a thousand years some variations are visible: 
new funerary object types appeared, others were dropped, and the decora- 
tion of coffins changed. Nevertheless, the general picture remained fairly 
constant. Daily life objects appear sporadically, sometimes in the form of 
personal adornments or a few high-prestige objects, perhaps confirming 
the high social status of at least some of the deceased. 

An example of a rich woman’s burial of the Ramesside Period is that of 
Henutmehyt. At some point in the nineteenth century its contents came 
into the possession of the British Museum, and the burial was most likely 
found undisturbed. There is a set of gilded coffins belonging to the finest 
examples of the Ramesside Period, a Book of the Dead papyrus, a canopic 
chest, the four magical bricks, and a shabti box with shabtis.'”” Although 
the burial assemblage was not found in a proper excavation, it seems that 
these objects represent the essentials for the burial of a woman of the 
highest social level. Personal adornments were not seen as necessary. 

In 1908 in the Valley of the Kings, however, a partly disturbed burial 
(KV 56) was found, also known as the “Gold Tomb” and containing a 
range of high-quality jewelry.'** This includes a circlet, several finger 
rings, two bracelets with the name and figure of Queen Tawesret stand- 
ing in front of Sethy II (Fig. 99), golden earrings (Fig. 100), and a golden 
necklace. There were also several alabaster vessels. The jewelry was found 
at one wall of the chamber next to the remains of a coffin. The tomb 
owner is unknown, but Cyril Aldred suggested that it was a royal child.!” 
The interpretation of the jewelry is complicated and seems to indicate 
almost the opposite of what was previously thought. At first glance, all 
the personal adornments seem not to be funerary jewelry but made to be 
worn, indicating that there were always exceptions, perhaps particularly at 
the royal court, where the display of prestige and power might also have 
been an important aspect of burial. There is, however, the option that 
most of the personal adornments were funerary. Most of them are made 
of gold or silver, but without using inlays of other materials. Therefore 
most of them look rather simple, although technically of a high standard. 


130 and silver hands, 


131 


Only a few items are clearly funerary, such as amulets 
perhaps once covering the hands of the mummy, and silver sandals. 
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99. Silver bracelet with the name of Queen Tawesret. 
From Davis, Maspero, Ayrton, Daressy, Jones 1908, pl. [10]. 


100. Earring. From Davis et al. 
1908, pl. [7]. 


The burial of the king’s wife Kama 
dates to the Twenty-second Dynasty, 
around 900 BCE. She was most likely 
married to one of the many kings of 
the period with the name Osorkon or 
Takeloth. The burial was found at Tell 
Mogqdam, a place in the Delta known 
by the Greek name Leontopolis in an- 
cient times. Kama’s burial was placed 
in a small tomb complex consisting 
of two chambers for two burials. One 
chamber was found looted. The other 
belonged to Kama. The walls of the 
vaulted chamber are decorated with 
religious scenes. In the chamber was 
a granite sarcophagus, the lid being a 
reused stone from an older building, 
still showing parts of the old decora- 
tion. Next to the sarcophagus were 
four canopic jars, also once belonging 


to another person. There were a shabti and several alabaster vessels as 


well. The queen was richly adorned with jewelry. The main piece, and a 


highlight of Egyptian jewelry, is a pectoral made of gold and inlaid with 
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several types of stones. It shows in the center a baboon sitting on a papy- 
rus, with a deity on either side: Maat, and perhaps Hathor. The workman- 
ship is superb. Although today most of the inlays are gone, the back shows 
the details incised in the greatest detail into the gold foil. Next to the 
pectoral there was a golden crown, several bracelets, many amulets, and a 
heart scarab with the name of the queen. Most of the objects in the tomb 
were made especially for the burial, but the main pieces of jewelry were 
most likely worn in daily life and underline the high status of the queen.'*” 
One last burial should be described. It was in Nubia, to the south of 
Egypt, but is in full Egyptian tradition and perhaps no different to con- 
temporary ones in Egypt.’ It belongs to the king’s wife Mernua and was 
found in Meroe in modern Sudan.'** She lived in about the reign of King 
Anlamani to the reign of Aspelta (around 600 BCE), although a king’s 
name was not found in her burial. Her royal husband remains unknown." 
The queen was placed in a simple, undecorated chamber under a small 
pyramid. She was lying inside a set of at least three coffins preserved only 
in minor traces when found and recognized only by the three complete 
sets of eyes and eyebrows found. Her mummy was covered with a bead 
net, a set of jewelry, and a vertical silver band with an offering formula also 
naming the queen. Her face was covered with a silver mask, and her whole 
body with amulets. In the burial chamber a few pottery vessels and about 
eighty-eight shabtis were found. Evidently almost all objects in the burial 
were specially made for the tomb, although the vessels might have been 
used before in daily life. Unlike most of the other burials of women dis- 
cussed in this book, there is no jewelry already worn in daily life. Around 
Mernua’s neck was placed a broad collar in silver, but that was made of 
a single sheet of metal and is therefore in its general form a copy of a 
real broad collar, not at all comparable to the Middle Kingdom examples, 
which were still made of strings of flimsy beads. The beads on Mernua’s 
collar are just incised on the silver foil and therefore highly stylized. 


BURIALS OF RICH WOMEN 
IN OTHER ANCIENT CULTURES 


Certain common features can be found in burials of women around the 
world and in different periods. The main focus is often jewelry, some ves- 
sels, and cosmetic objects. Clear sex differences in burial goods are al- 
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ready visible in the Neolithic period. One early example can be found in 
burials in Catal Höyük (modern Turkey) around 6000 BCE where de- 
ceased women were often adorned with necklaces made of boar tusks. 
They also often had mirrors in their burials, while men were buried with 
weapons.'’° The mirrors recall those found in Egyptian burials of women. 
It should also clearly be said, however, that there are many cultures where 
women are not especially richly adorned with jewelry.’ Indeed, in some 
cultures, female-related objects other than jewelry are placed in the buri- 
als of women. ‘To this object type belong spindle whorls.'** Weaving and 
preparing cloth is a task often related to women and therefore seen as 
part of their identity.” In Denmark there are many well-preserved late 
Bronze Age (around 1000 BCE) burials of men and women in oak cof- 
fins with amazing preservation conditions for organic materials, including 
costumes. The burial equipment concentrates on the costume, a few per- 
sonal adornments, and some personal items. The equipment is therefore 
in a wider sense gender related. Women wear costumes different to those 
worn by men, and they are more often equipped with personal adornments. 
Several object types appear in burials of both sexes, however, although we 
might expect them to be found only in burials of one sex. These include 
daggers and combs.'* From the Ukraine many burials are known in which 
women were buried with many objects related to their sex (mirrors and 
personal adornments) but also had weapons in their tombs, such as quiv- 
ers, arrowheads, and spearheads. These burials belong to the Scythians, 
renowned in ancient Greek sources for their wars.'*! A similar range of ob- 
jects was found in the undisturbed tomb of the Shang Dynasty queen Fu 
Hao, who lived around 1200 BCE in what is today China. Her tomb con- 
tained many jade and bronze objects, but few personal adornments. There 
were hairpins and mirrors, but also many weapons. From ancient texts it 
is known that Fu Hao led armies and fought against enemies of Shang 
Dynasty China.'* In this respect she seems comparable to Queen Ah- 
hotep, who also was involved in fighting against enemies of her country. 

Indeed, there is always a danger that we will project our expectations 
onto ancient burials. Timothy Taylor noted that swords are sometimes 
found in Saxon burials in England. In examples where a sword is found in 
the burial of a man it is interpreted as a weapon; in cases where the same 
or a similar object is found in the burial of a woman it turns into a weaving 
baton.'* 

While there are many rich tombs of women all around the world from 


172 CHAPTER 4 


almost all periods of history, little comparable material is known from the 
Middle Bronze Age around the eastern Mediterranean, the period under 
discussion here. One example of this lack of rich personal adornment is 
several hundred burials excavated at Jericho, in southern Palestine. These 
burials were most often placed in small burial chambers with several bod- 
ies placed side by side. Burial goods include personal adornments, toilet 
objects such as combs, food and drink and the vessels for it, and even fur- 
niture. These objects were all taken from daily life, and there is little sign 
that anything was produced specially for the tomb.'* The jewelry appears 
rather simple. There are beads, most often perhaps worn as necklaces, and 
there are many scarabs in Egyptian style, at least some of them produced 
in Egypt," many in Palestine.'* Only one tomb had some gold objects.!* 
It remains an open question whether the poverty of these tombs, which 
are otherwise quite richly equipped with pottery and furniture, relates to 
local burial customs or whether the people buried here simply did not 
have the resources for richer burial equipment. Evidently, Jericho was not 
the seat of a rich and powerful court. 

Similar and roughly contemporary burial customs are attested in 
Megiddo, about sixty kilometers north of Jericho. People were buried in 
rock-cut caves, often with several chambers, over a long period. Burial 
goods include weapons and inlaid boxes.'** Some personal adornments 
were found, including many scarabs. Next to the communal burials there 
are also single burials reserved for one or a few people, most likely placed 
there at a single moment. One example is tomb 257, perhaps belonging to 
a woman and dating to the Middle Bronze Age. The deceased was placed 
in a small chamber made of rough stones and mud, lying in a slightly con- 
tracted position and holding a child, while a second child was placed at the 
feet. Seventy astragali (bones), perhaps of a sheep, were found at the head. 
There was also a simple golden earring. Other burial goods include three 
bowls and six jugs. Organic preservation is not very good at Megiddo, 
so it is impossible to say whether the tombs were also equipped with furni- 
ture to the same extent as in Jericho. In general the burials make a slightly 
richer impression; perhaps Megiddo was a more important town. 

There are few burials of women with rich jewelry dating to the Middle 
Bronze Age in Palestine or Syria. However, some important tombs were 
found in the Syrian city of Ebla. The city was a flourishing center in the 
third and first part of the second millennium BCE, capital of a city state. 
Important burials of the Middle Bronze Age were found beneath the floor 
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of the “Western Palace,” where the prince most likely resided. There were 
three underground burial complexes, two of which had been looted, most 
likely at the time the city was sacked by Hittites around 1650-1600 BCE. 
They still contained a range of important jewelry and objects, including 
an Egyptian gold-inlaid mace of the Thirteenth Dynasty king Hetepibre 
Hornedjheriotef. Only the so-called tomb of the princess was found un- 
touched (Fig. 101).!°° It was built into a cave that had been enlarged and 
partly paved with stone slabs. The young woman buried here was richly 
adorned. There is a pin with its head in the form of star and a series of six 
golden bracelets made of twisted wire. A beaded band contains a rectan- 
gular central piece with a scarab-like object in the middle surrounded by 
paste in cloisonné work. On either side of the centerpiece melon-shaped 
beads are attached, one of them of amethyst.'*' The amethyst certainly 
came from Wadi el-Hudi in Egypt and demonstrates some trade contacts 
with Ebla, most likely via a third party, perhaps the Lebanese harbor town 
of Byblos. One round object made of gold is either an earring or a nose 
ring. It is made of two sheets of gold, curved and shaped into a circle. The 
sheets are covered with a pattern of triangles and lozenges in granula- 
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tion.!? Next to the remains of the women were several vessels, one of 
sardonyx (a semiprecious stone), one of alabaster, and a pointed faience 
vase with two handles. These vessels most likely functioned as contain- 
ers for ointments. The tomb dates to around 1700 BCE and is therefore 
contemporary with the Egyptian late Middle Kingdom. 

There are some tombs of kings found at Byblos that also cannot be ig- 
nored. These are tombs of local rulers from about 1600 BCE.’ The tombs 
contained an array of Egyptian-style jewelry, and there is good evidence 
that the burial equipment included a large number of Egyptian-style ob- 
jects, including wooden coffins, an example of which was found decayed 
in a stone sarcophagus.'** Remains of wedjat eyes from the coffin attest to 
its Egyptian style in tomb I (Fig. 102). Tomb II’ perhaps belonged to the 
“governor of Byblos Yepshemaib, begotten of the governor Ibi.” His name 
was inscribed in hieroglyphs on a sword. The tomb contained an obsidian 
box partly covered with gold and naming King Amenemhat IV. The lid 
of a hard stone vessel also mentions King Amenemhat, without providing 
further information as to which Amenemhat it is. Another outstanding 
piece is a pectoral in Egyptian style but perhaps made by local craftsmen, 
as the workmanship is not very good (Fig. 103). It shows under a winged 
sun disk a falcon and two facing kings. Other objects found in the tomb 


101. The tomb of the princess at Ebla in Syria with examples of the jewelry 
found there (drawing, 1/2). From Paolo Matthiae, I tesori de Ebla, Bari 1984, 
pl. 77 (needle), pl. 80a (sardonyx vase); Kay Kohlmeyer, “Bracelet,” in 
Ebla to Damascus: Art and Archaeology of Ancient Syria, ed. Harvey Weiss 
(Washington, 1985), 237, color pl. on p. 180. 
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102. Egyptian-style burial (tomb I) at Byblos in Lebanon. The tomb chamber 
contained a sarcophagus and most likely an Egyptian-style inner coffin made 
of wood, which has only recently been identified. Only the inlays for the eyes 
survived. Egyptian or Egyptian-style objects include an obsidian vessel, a mirror, 
and a uraeus. (Reconstruction according to information published in Virolleaud 
1922, Montet 1928, Schiestl 2007.) 


include the remains of an Egyptian-style mirror. A golden shell with inlays 
bears the name Yepshemaib. Bangles and silver vases were also found. The 
types of jewelry in the tomb are known from the court type burials, while 
other objects are atypical of Egyptian burials of the late Middle Kingdom, 
such as the inscribed sword and silver vessels, though the sword recalls the 
dagger of court type burials. They might indicate the influence of local 
traditions. One wonders whether this also relates to at least some part of 
the personal adornments that so far are otherwise attested in Egypt only 
for women, most notably the pectoral and the shell. 

Going back in time, an outstanding burial group of a high-status 
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103. Egyptian-style pectoral found in Byblos, tomb II (about 16 cm wide). 
Drawing by Paul Whelan, after Montet 1928, pl. XCIV, 617. 


woman of the third millennium BCE was excavated at Ur in Mesopo- 
tamia. It is the burial of Puabi, discovered by C. L. Woolley. Puabi was 
found in a chamber lying on her back on the remains of a wooden bier 
with her head to the west and hands placed on her stomach. Two women 
were found next to her, evidently servants who had followed their mistress 
into the next world. On the body of Puabi was an array of golden jewelry. 
On her head were several diadems, some decorated with golden leaves 
and in the middle a tree of some kind with six golden blossoms (Fig. 104). 
The whole upper body was covered with beads of gold, silver, lapis lazuli, 
carnelian, and agate. There was also a belt of beads, again made of gold 
and semiprecious stones. On the arms were pins and several amulets. Ten 
finger rings were also found. Next to the bier with the body of Puabi was 
found a diadem decorated with many small gold ornaments shaped as ani- 
mal figures, such as bulls, gazelles, and rams, as well as rosettes. Perhaps 
this diadem was placed on a wig. This recalls the burials of the late Middle 
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104. Head dress of the queen Puabi. From Woolley 1929; 
cf. Woolley 134, pl. 128. 


Kingdom royal women, with a set of jewelry on the body but another set 
placed in a box within the burial chamber. Other burial goods were found, 
including many metal vessels, some even made of gold, as well as a pour- 
ing vessel that had been placed on the body of Puabi.'°° 

Dating to the end of the third millennium BCE are burials on the small 
island of Mochlos on the north coast of Crete." Here several burial com- 
plexes were found, partly disturbed but still rich in finds. The excavation 
and recording of these tombs face many problems common to excavations 
of many ancient cemeteries. Tomb II is one of the richest in the cemetery. 
It is a building positioned next to the rocks of the island. The structure 
was about 5.6 m long and about 1.8 m deep and had two entrances at the 
front. The tomb is not an underground structure but more like a “house” 
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for the dead. Dead bodies were placed here over a long period of time, and 
it seems that old burials were just pushed aside when new ones arrived. 
The excavators therefore found a mixture of bones and many objects. 
Burial goods found include eighty-five golden ornaments, fifteen stone 
vessels, nine objects of copper or bronze, and sixteen objects of ivory, clay, 
or stone. Among the personal adornments were at least three simple dia- 
dems basically consisting of a broad strip of gold foil." There are armlets 
and sprays of gold leaves, the latter perhaps once adorning the hair of the 
people living here. There are simple golden pendants, perhaps part of a 
diadem.’*’ There are two pins representing a flower.'‘ It is almost impos- 
sible to assign the jewelry to particular bones found. The arrangement of 
the personal adornments is only possible from parallels and is often just 
guesswork. 

In Ashur, in northern Mesopotamia, an undisturbed woman’s burial 
was found in an underground chamber within the city limits. The tomb 
was arranged within a house, a widespread practice in the Near East. The 
woman was placed next to the body of a man, perhaps her husband. The 
chamber was used for several burials, but this couple were the last to be 
interred. Both were richly adorned with jewelry. Especially notable were 
the adornments of the woman, who had several sets of earrings and must 
have had several necklaces. At least eleven hundred beads of semiprecious 
stones were found on her body, most likely from necklaces. Several pen- 
dants were found with a semiprecious stone in the middle and fine gold 
work around it. The figures of a carnelian mouse and a golden frog were 
most likely part of a necklace. Next to the body of the woman were vessels 
and cosmetic objects. These included several alabaster vessels and a comb 
made of ivory decorated with figurative scenes.'*! The burial dates to the 
Late Bronze Age, from around 1350 to about 1250 BCE." 

One burial found in Babylon serves as an example of many other simi- 
lar interments. It is thought to date to around 1300 BCE. The person bur- 
ied here was placed in the ground in a contracted position with the head 
to the east lying on the right side.’ The sex of the skeleton was not exam- 
ined but was perhaps that of a woman, as the burial was richly equipped 
with jewelry. She was adorned with eight gold earrings each consisting of 
a gold ring with a gold ball. They were found next to the skull. There were 
two needles made of bronze, perhaps as part of the dress, as well as many 
beads of gold, glass, and several other materials, perhaps once belonging 
to one or more necklaces. The only other burial item was the fragment 
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of a vessel. The person buried here was certainly of some wealth, as is 
evident from the gold jewelry. All attention was placed on the jewelry and 
perhaps the dress. No other burial goods were found, although it is pos- 
sible that some items made of organic material were there originally but 
had decayed long before the tomb was excavated. 


CHAPTER 5 


The King and the Women 
Buried Around Him 


The burials of kings with only women placed around them seem to be a sig- 
nificant feature of many Old and all Middle Kingdom pyramid complexes. 
Among them are the burial complexes of the Sixth Dynasty containing the 
smaller tombs of queens. The pyramid complex of Pepy II consists of the 
king’s pyramid and pyramid temple, and around this pyramid the small 
pyramids of the king’s wives.’ There are no tombs of king’s daughters or 
male members of the family. They must have been buried somewhere else, 
perhaps somewhat farther away. The same arrangement is found for the 
pyramid complex of Pepy I, not far from the pyramid of Pepy II. Here, 
recent excavations uncovered many pyramids of king’s wives. In the pyra- 
mid complexes of the Twelfth Dynasty there were pyramids not only of 
queens but also of royal daughters, although the picture is patchy, as many 
of these complexes are heavily destroyed. It is possible to interpret this 
evidence on several levels. First of all, the king wanted to be close to his 
family, which included his wife, his daughters, and his mother, if she was 
not buried with her husband. One might ask, however, why there appear 
to be no burials of the king’s sons or brothers, who are almost invisible 
in Middle Kingdom sources. Perhaps with adulthood they became high 
officials and dropped the title “king’s son,” and are therefore no longer 
noticeable in our sources. Death in childbirth and mortality of young chil- 
dren was high in all pre-industrial societies, and we could therefore expect 
a certain number of king’s sons to have died young before entering any 
formal position. Nonetheless, even these are invisible in Middle Kingdom 
sources, while they are known from the New Kingdom, where objects 
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105. Relief fragment found at 
Heliopolis showing King Djoser. 
The female members of his family 
are depicted in small scale next to 
his feet. Drawing by the author 
from photograph; cf. Curto 1988, 
fig. 48; Ziegler 1999b, no. 7b. 


of king’s sons were found in 
the royal tombs, indicating that 
they were buried there.” There- 
fore, it seems that there was 
some other reason why in the 
Middle Kingdom only women 
were placed around the king. 
First of all, it should be 
stressed that in almost all pe- 
riods of Egyptian history, royal 
women appear in texts and 
depictions around the king. 


The most famous examples 
are the family “portraits” of 
King Akhenaton. On stelae, in 
tombs of officials, and in tem- 


ples, Akhenaton is often shown 
next to his wife Nefertiti and 
next to some or even all of his 
daughters. Sons are never shown. This has often led to the conclusion that 
Akhenaton did not have sons.’ Looking at the whole of Ancient Egyptian 
history, however, it appears to be a common pattern that the king is shown 
or placed within the circle of the female members of his family. The male 
members of his family are not often represented, and only very rarely in 
the same context as the king.* 

One of the earliest examples of this depiction of the king and his fe- 
male family members is the series of stelae found at the Djoser complex 
at Saqqara. On these stelae king Djoser is mentioned by his Horus name, 
Netjerikhet (the name Djoser is known only from later sources for this 
king). Next to Djoser side by side on these stelae are the names of the 
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king’s wife, the king’s mother, and a king’s daughter (who are not de- 
picted).° There are fragments of a shrine or chapel of the same king in 
Heliopolis.° Here the king is shown with, at his feet, the same women, 
depicted on a much smaller scale. No king’s son is present (Fig. 105). 

From the rest of the Old Kingdom, no comparable representations 
are preserved. In the mortuary temple of King Sahure, dating to the Fifth 
Dynasty, the sons of the king, the king’s mother, and the king’s wife are 
depicted several times.’ Officials serving the king are also depicted here. 
One wonders whether these reliefs had a different focus. The intention 
was most likely to represent the whole royal court. 

As we have seen, the Sixth Dynasty pyramid complexes are arranged 
with special attention to royal women. In the middle of these complexes is 
the king’s pyramid, and around this monument are the smaller pyramids 
of his wives.* King’s daughters and king’s sons, however, were not buried 
as close to their father. King’s sons often became high state officials and 
were buried as such in the wider cemetery around the king’s pyramid, but 
also in other cemeteries. King’s daughters were often married to high state 
officials and were buried next to their husbands. 

This practice of royal burials appears again in the Middle Kingdom. 
In the mortuary temple of Mentuhotep II are incorporated five burials 
of women with the titles “king’s wife,” “ 
ornament.” A sixth woman had no title and evidently died very young, 


priestess of Hathor,” and “king’s 


given the small size of her coffins and from her skeleton (Mayet; see 
Chapter 4). Their burials were placed in small chambers at the bottom 
of a shaft. A seventh woman buried within the mortuary complex was the 
king’s wife and king’s mother Tem, mother of Mentuhotep III, the son of 
Mentuhotep II.'°The same arrangement is visible for all Twelfth Dynasty 
pyramid complexes. The pyramid of Senusret I is surrounded by several 
smaller pyramids, all most likely belonging to the wives and daughters 
of the king, although few names are preserved. Next to the pyramid of 
Amenemhat II were found the three galleries discussed in Chapter 1, at 
least two of them reserved for royal women. The only burial with a pre- 
served name within the pyramid complex of Senusret II at Lahun is that 
of a woman, in this case Sathathoriunet. All burials around the pyramid of 
Senusret III at Dahshur were also of women. 
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HATHOR IN PRIVATE TOMB DECORATIONS 


The type of arrangement just described is also known from private tombs 
of the period of about Senusret II to Senusret III. The tomb chapel of 
Ukh-hotep IV at Meir is in this respect especially remarkable. Ukh-hotep 
IV lived around the time of Senusret Il and Senusret II and was governor 
at Qis in Middle Egypt, where Hathor was the main deity. His rock-cut 
tomb at Meir is in many ways exceptionally decorated. The tomb consists 
of three parts: a decorated chapel, a smaller inner chapel, also decorated, 
at the back, and the underground burial chambers, all undecorated. The 
decoration of the chapel and innermost chapel is remarkable, as they are 
filled to an extraordinary extent with royal symbols. Fertility figures are 
shown in the innermost chapel,'! a motif that otherwise appears only on 
wall decorations of temples. In an inscription it is stated that Ukh-hotep 
IV “may appear as king of Upper and Lower Egypt.” The innermost 
chapel is decorated all around with a palace facade, and the sign “unit- 
ing the two lands” appears in the tomb,” again something normally con- 
nected only with kingship. In some scenes Ukh-hotep is shown holding 
an ankh sign,'* also something so far found only in the royal sphere and 
in the realm of the temple. Ukh-hotep IV was married to at least eight 
women, all shown in the paintings of his tomb chapel in the innermost 
chamber: two of them are depicted in a prominent position sitting alone 
at the back of this chapel, not in the company of Ukh-hotep IV himself." 
Also remarkable is the tomb chapel proper, where women appear in all 
scenes, with Ukh-hotep IV the only man. The activities in the marshes 
or religious festivals shown are all performed solely by women. Festivals 
in honor of Hathor are depicted in the tomb.'* Although Ukh-hotep IV 
was not a king, he borrowed many elements that otherwise appear only 
in royal contexts. The special prominence of women in this tomb might 
relate to the local Hathor but also be connected to royalty and Hathor in 
general. Indeed, there is another tomb of about the same period in Qaw 
el-Kebir, belonging to the governor Wahka II.” The tomb decoration 
is very much destroyed, but the few surviving elements indicate that it 
was decorated in a similar way, giving women a prominent position in 
the tomb decoration. In Qaw el-Kebir, ancient Tjebu, Hathor was not 
the major deity. The local Hathor was evidently not the main motivation 
behind the scenes in Ukh-hotep IV’s tomb, it was most likely Hathor in 
general. 
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HATHOR AND THE KING 


Hathor was the main female deity in the Old and Middle Kingdoms and 
strongly connected to kingship.'* Her name means “house of Horus” and 
implies that she was the mother of Horus, who was in turn also the king, 
as the king was the Horus on earth. In the early Middle Kingdom the king 
sometimes appears with the title “son of Hathor.” The king also had the 
royal title “Horus of Gold.” This again seems to combine Horus with 
Hathor, as Hathor could also be called “Gold.”?° The strong connection 
between Hathor and the king is visible too in the late Eleventh Dynasty 
in the mortuary complex of King Mentuhotep II. Most wives of the king 
buried within his funerary complex had the title “priestess of Hathor.””! 

From this evidence it might be argued that the references to Hathor in 
the tomb of Ukh-hotep IV at Meir and in the tomb of Wahka II at Qaw 
el-Kebir were not simply indications of a strong local connection (Ha- 
thor was the main deity at Meir). It seems possible that these decorations 
emulated the connection of kingship to Hathor. This is supported by the 
presence of royal symbols in the decoration of both tombs. 

The king’s mother perhaps identified as Hathor was clearly the most 
important woman at the royal court.” The first lady was the king’s mother, 
not the king’s wife. This is clearly visible in the pyramid complex of Se- 
nusret III at Dahshur, where the king’s mother had her dummy burial in 
the most important position, although it is most likely that she was buried 
somewhere else. For Senusret II it was important to have her present at 
the heart of his burial complex. 

It seems that the royal women around the king were in some way con- 
nected to Hathor; either they were directly identified with Hathor or, in 
other periods, lesser queens were “priestesses of Hathor.” With this strong 
connection to Hathor the king himself was placed among the gods.” 

Hathor is also visible on several parts of the burial equipment in the 
court type burials. Her face appears on mirror handles and on boxes. Sev- 
eral of the women discussed have the goddess Hathor in their name, in- 
cluding Nubhetepti-khered, as “Nub,” meaning “the Gold,” is Hathor.”* 
The crown of Sathathoriunet too seems to have a connection to Hathor. 
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THE KING’S CHILDREN 


An important part of the royal court, especially in terms of its ritual func- 
tions, was the group labeled “king’s children” (“mesu-nisut”). They ap- 
pear in the king’s festival, also known as the Sed festival. This festival 
was the main celebration of kingship in ancient Egypt, celebrated in the 
thirtieth year of a king’s reign and after that every third year. There were, 
however, many exceptions to this rule, when a king celebrated the festival 
before his thirtieth year. There are about twelve ceremonies performed at 
the festival, mainly known from the few depictions in temples. The king’s 
children appear at the beginning of the festival in a procession with the 
king. They are shown sitting in a carrying chair, but from the preserved 
depictions it is not possible to decide whether they are male or female, or 
whether both sexes appear side by side. Perhaps the earliest representa- 
tion of a “king’s child” comes from a mace head of Narmer, where the 
king is shown in front of a person sitting in a carrying chair.” Old King- 
dom examples of representations of the king’s children include the Sed- 
festival reliefs of Niuserre from the Fifth Dynasty, where they are labeled 
“king’s children” and are shown individually, each in his or her own carry- 
ing chair. The king’s children are also shown in the New Kingdom tomb 
of Kheriuf, an official under King Amenhotep IH. Here they are shaking 
the Hathor sistrum, no longer shown in a carrying chair but depicted as 
a row of young women. Dating from about the same time are the depic- 
tions from the temple at Soleb in Nubia, built under Amenhotep III. Here 
they are again shown as young women with a sistrum.” Shortly afterward 
they are represented on Sed-festival reliefs belonging to King Akhenaton 
and are shown in a procession behind Queen Nefertiti. Once they are 
depicted as several young women with hand-held fans, otherwise they ap- 
pear in carrying chairs. The latter images are not clear enough to know 
whether girls or boys are shown.” In the Sed-festival reliefs of Osorkon I 
from Bubastis they appear behind the king and the king’s wife. Here they 
are again clearly shown as young women or girls.’ The king’s children 
are also found on reliefs excavated at the palace of Apries at Memphis, 
perhaps dating to the Twenty-sixth Dynasty. Here they again appear in a 
carrying chair.” The reliefs perhaps copy older depictions, as the slightly 
earlier reliefs of Osorkon II do not show the carrying chair for the king’s 
children. 


The king’s children appear in literary compositions as well. When the 
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famous Sinuhe came back to Egypt after several adventures in Palestine, 
he was hailed with a song in praise of Hathor in front of the king’s wife 
and the king’s children. Here, the king’s wife and the king’s children 
shake the sistrum of Hathor and rattle the menit (a kind of bead rattle) of 
Hathor.*! 

The depictions of the king’s children as individuals sitting in a car- 
rying chair or shrine connects them strongly with something known in 
ancient Egyptian as “reput.” This is not easy to translate, as it could mean 
either “image of a woman” or “image of a goddess” and is most often 
written with the carrying chair.” It is also the name of a goddess, and it 
often seems impossible to decide whether, in a particular depiction or text 
reference, the meaning is reput the image or Reput the goddess. It might 
be even asked whether the Egyptians distinguished the two clearly. The 
important point is that Reput had a strong connection to rebirth and ritu- 
als around rebirth.” She was connected with Hathor from Denderah and 
with the male fertility god Min.** 

Especially from the earlier depictions showing the king’s children in a 
carrying chair, it almost seems that the king’s children were identical with 
reputs. According to Werner Kaiser, the reputs could include the king’s 
wife and even the king’s mother.” He wonders whether a better transla- 
tion of “king’s children” would be “who has borne the king.” He argues 
that the reputs were important for rituals of rebirth relating to the king. 
There are, however, arguments against the identification with the king’s 
wife and king’s mother if the reputs are connected or even identical to 
the king’s children. In the temple of Soleb, Queen Tiy appears next to 
the king’s children.” In the representations of the Sed festival of King 
Osorkon II at Bubastis the king is always depicted with his wife Karoma.** 
Three daughters of the king are shown and even named,” but not labeled 
“king’s children.” The king’s children also appear in other scenes and are 
evidently not identical, at least with the king’s wife, as she appears in the 
same scene. The same setting is described in the story of Sinuhe, where 
the king’s children even shake the sistrum and the king’s wife appears too, 
not being one of them. From this evidence it might be argued that the 
king’s children are indeed female children and do not include the king’s 
wife. The translation “king’s children” fits the available evidence better 
(Fig. 106). 

Going back to the tomb of Ukh-hotep IV, one might wonder whether 
the high number of women in his tomb have—at least on one level— 


106. Examples of reput and king’s children. Top left: figure on the mace 
of Narmer; top right: reputs on a relief from the Sed-festival reliefs of 
King Niuserre; middle: king’s children on a relief in the Nubian temple 
at Soleb, reign of Amenhotep III; bottom: reput shrines with the label 
“king’s children on block from Karnak, reign of Akhenaton.” Redrawn 
by the author from Quibell 1900, pl. XX VIb; von Bissing, Kees 1923, 
Blatt 21, Schiff Giorgini, 1998, pl. 127; Gohary 1992, pl. I. 
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something to do with the king’s children, in the way that this concept was 
copied by that powerful local governor. The many women shown and 
depicted in his tomb could have been considered his king’s children, with 
the main function of guaranteeing the rebirth of Ukh-hotep IV. 

Perhaps the same idea lies behind the pyramid complexes of the 
Middle Kingdom. The king was buried in the middle, and around him 
were positioned the tombs of the female members of his family. Indeed, 
one wonders whether they might be placed here as the king’s children. 
Here, they might serve the same function, guaranteeing the rebirth of the 
king.” In this way the whole pyramid complex including the burials of the 
women was a “machine for surviving death,” providing an endless eternal 
ritual for rebirth in which the king’s children played an important part. A 
further point is the connection of the king’s children with the reput. In 
several versions of the hour vigil of the Ptolemaic period, the reput played 
an important part. In the twelfth-day hour we read: “Oh living one, your 
reput is embracing you. In the first and sixth hour of the night it is said: 
oh my lord, come to (my) reput. In the ninth hour appears: Both reputs 
are joining with you.”*" As I have already noted several times in this book, 
the hour vigil was the most important aspect of the late Middle Kingdom 
burial equipment at the royal court and for people at the highest social 
level. Just as there were king’s children around the actual burial of the 
king, there were reputs around the burial of the king in the context of the 
hour vigil. 


* * * 


In this interpretation, the royal women buried around the king were the 
king’s children known mainly from Sed-festival depictions. The king’s 
children were strongly connected to or even fully identified with reputs. 
The reputs were important in connection with rebirth. By placing the 
king’s children around the king’s tomb, the rebirth of the king was guar- 
anteed. The king’s children are furthermore strongly connected with Ha- 
thor, and the king’s wife was identified with Hathor. By the placing of 
the king’s wife next to the king, he was placed in the circle of deities. His 
divine status was confirmed. In their own burial equipment, however, the 
royal women were identified as the underworld god Osiris, something 
important for their transformation in the underworld. With the jewelry 
boxes placed in their burial chambers, their social identity as high-status 
women was confirmed. 


Appendix 


The Royal Women 
of the Twelfth Dynasty 


The women are listed under the names of the relevant kings. 


AMENEMHAT I 


Mother 


Nefret 

Nefret bears the titles “member of the elite” and “king’s mother.” She is 
known from an offering table found next to the pyramid of the king at 
Lisht.' She was most likely the mother of Amenemhat I, as indicated by 
the find spot of the offering table. 


Wife 
Nefretatenenet 
She is known only from a statue, now lost. The inscriptions call her “king’s 


mother.” It is stated that Senusret was born to Amenemhat and born of 
Nefretatenenet.? 


Daughters 


[Italkayt (?) 
She appears on a relief fragment found in the mortuary temple of Amen- 
emhat I at Lisht.’ She is called “king’s daughter of his body.” The space 
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in front of her name is destroyed, and one wonders whether she was just 
called Kayt. There are several king’s daughters with the name Itakayt. 
One of them was buried in a small pyramid next to that of Senusret I 
at Lisht.* Perhaps the two women are identical. Another attestation of 
a king’s daughter with this name appears on a cylinder seal now in the 
Brooklyn Museum, next to the name of Amenemhat. It remains unclear 
which Amenemhat it refers to.’ 


Neferusheri 

The name of this king’s daughter appears on a weight found in a shaft next 
to the pyramid of Amenemhat I at Lisht. Nothing is known about her. 
The object is not yet published.° 


SENUSRET I 
Wife 


Neferu 
She was the daughter of Amenemhat I, the wife of Senusret I, and the 
mother of Amenemhat II.’ 


Daughters 


[...]sobek 

The inscription of “king’s daughter” with the remains of this name was 
found on a fragment of a bowl at the pyramid complex of Senusret I at 
Lisht. The reconstruction of her name is uncertain and could be Neferu- 
sobek or Satsobek. A relation to Senusret I seems possible but is far from 
certain.® 


Sebat 
Sebat appears on a back slab of a statue found at Serabit el-Khadin on 
Sinai. She is mentioned next to the king’ wife Neferu and Senusret I as 
“king’s daughter of his body” and is therefore most likely the daughter of 
both.’ 


Itakayt: see [Italkayt (?) under Amenemhat I. 
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AMENEMHAT II 


Senet 

The king’s mother Senet is a good candidate for the wife of Amenemhat II. 
She is known from two statues and bears several important titles, includ- 
ing “king’s wife” and “king’s mother.”!° There are two possibilities: that 
she was the wife of Amenemhat II and the mother of Senusret II, or that 
she was the wife of Amenemhat III and the mother of Sobekneferu. One 
important observation is the missing title “united with the white crown,” 
common for royal women after Amenemhat II. Therefore, she might date 
under this king, when the title had not yet become fully standard."! 


Ita; see the discussion on p. 54. 
Khenmet; see the discussion on p. 60. 
Itaweret; see the discussion on p. 61. 


Khenmetneferhedjet 

A king’s daughter with this name is known from several objects, including 
cylinder seals and a statue. One cylinder seal bears the throne name of 
Amenemhat II. She may be identical with Khenmet.” 


SENUSRET II 
Wife 


Khenmetneferhedjet Weret (I) 

She was the wife of Senusret II and the mother of Senusret II. Next to the 
pyramid of the latter was found her dummy burial within a small pyramid. 
Her real burial was most likely at Lahun, next to the pyramid of her hus- 
band.” There is some disagreement in Egyptology whether Weret (“the 
elder”) is her full name and Khenmetneferhedjet (“united with the white 
crown”) just a title, or whether Khenmetneferhedjet is her name. Relief 
fragments found in her funerary temple belonging to her dummy pyramid 
at Dahshur indicate that Khenmetneferhedjet was her name, as this name 
appears sometimes without Weret.'* There are several objects where a 
queen is just called Khenmetneferhedjet. It is not always certain whether 
these belong to this woman." 
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Daughters 


Nefret 

Nefret is known from two statues found at Tanis.'° A king’s daughter with 
the same name appears on a papyrus fragment found at Lahun.! It is pos- 
sible that the two are identical. On one of the statues she bears several ti- 
tles, one in connection with Senusret II (“the beloved one, the one united 
with Khakheperre”). For that reason and because of her long title strings 
it has been assumed that she was the wife of Senusret II. She does not, 
however, bear the title “king’s wife.” Therefore it seems rather likely that 
these references refer to a king’s daughter. 


Itakayt 
A king’s daughter Itakayt appears on a papyrus fragment found at Lahun, 
next to Nefret mentioned above.'* They are perhaps sisters. 


SENUSRET III 
Wives 


Khenmetneferhedjet Weret (II) 

Her name appears on a wooden board and on a canopic jar found in her 
pyramid tomb next to the pyramid of Senusret III at Dahshur.'? She must 
be different from the queen Khenmetneferhedjet Weret (I) who had a 
dummy pyramid nearby. 


Khenmetneferhedjet Khered 

This woman appears on a fragment of a papyrus found at Lahun.” Her 
statue is listed in connection with the name of Senusret III. There are no 
further secure attestations for her. There is, however, some chance that 
she is identical with Khenmetneferhedjet Weret (I), having two different 
epithets relating to two different stages in her life, being called Khered 
(“the child”) when she was young and Weret (“the elder”) later in her life.?! 


Nefret-henut 

This king’s wife is known only from her sarcophagus and fragments from 
the chapel found in and next to her pyramid as part of the pyramid com- 
plex of Senusret III at Dahshur. Her other titles are “member of the elite,” 
“united with the white crown,” and “she who sees Horus and Seth.”” 
With some reservation it might be argued that she is identical with the 
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king’s daughter Nefret who is attested under Senusret II. In the Middle 
Kingdom it was not uncommon to place a short and a long version of a 
name on different monuments, or even on the same one. 


Daughters 


Itakayt 

Itakayt is known only from fragments found in the chapel of her pyramid 
next to that of Senusert III at Dahshur.”’ She bears the title “king’s daugh- 
ter of his body.” 
same name attested in a papyrus from Lahun (see above), which would 


* Perhaps she is identical to the king’s daughter of the 


make her the daughter of Senusret II and sister of Senusret III. A stone 
vessel found at Qatna in Syria bears the names and titles of a king’s daugh- 
ter Itakayt. It remains uncertain whether the vessel belongs to her or the 
women with the same name and titles dating under Senusret 1.” 


Senet-Senebtisi 
Her sarcophagus was found in a gallery next to the pyramid of Senusret 


26 


IH. On her sarcophagus she is simply called “king’s daughter. 


Menet 
Her burial was found in a gallery next to the pyramid of Senusret III. On 
her sarcophagus and canopic jars she is simply called “king’s daughter” 


9927 


and “united with the white crown. 
Sathathor; see the discussion on pp. 86-87. 


Mereret/Meryt; see the discussion on pp. 92-93. 


AMENEMHAT III 
Wives 


Aat 

The king’s wife Aat is known from an offering table and a fragment of a 
false door, both excavated at the pyramid of Amenemhat III at Dahshur. 
She was most likely his wife. Her burial was found in the pyramid. She 
died at the age of about twenty-five to thirty-five.”* 


Khenmetneferhedjet 
Her burial was also found in the pyramid of Amenemhat III at Dahshur. 
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The name and the title “king’s wife” appear on a cultic vessel. There is no 
further name after Khenmetneferhedjet, so it seems likely that this was 
indeed used as a name and not as a title. It appears unlikely that on such 
an important object just the titles without any names would be given. She 
was about twenty-three to twenty-seven years old when she died.” 


Hetepti 

She appears on a relief in the temple of Amenemhat III and Amenemhat 
IV in Medinet Maadi. There she is called “king’s mother.” She was there- 
fore the mother of Amenemhat IV and most likely the wife of Amenemhat 
1 


Daughters 


Neferuptah 
She was most likely a daughter of Amenemhat III. See the discussion on 
pp. 68-71. 


Hathorhotep 

She is known from the fragment of a canopic jar found in the pyramid of 
Amenemhat II at Dahshur.*! The animal hieroglyphs on the fragment 
are incomplete, as is typical of the very end of Amenemhat’s IH reign and 
the following Second Intermediate Period. It remains unknown whether 
she was a daughter of Amenemhat III or of another king, perhaps of the 
Thirteenth Dynasty. 


Sathathor 
Her burial was located in the pyramid of Amenemhat III at Dahshur. De- 
tails of the burial have yet to be published.” 


Chronology 


Only kings mentioned in the text are listed here. 


EARLY DYNASTIC PERIOD (C. 3000-2700 BCE) 


First Dynasty 
Narmer 
Djer 
Semerkhet 


OLD KINGDOM (C. 2700-2150 BCE) 


Third Dynasty 
Djoser 


Fourth Dynasty 
Khufu (Kheops) 


Fifth Dynasty 
Sahure 
Niuserre 
Unas 


Sixth Dynasty 
Teti 
Pepy I 
Pepy I 
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FIRST INTERMEDIATE PERIOD (C. 2150-2000 BCE) 


Egypt was divided into two kingdoms 


MIDDLE KINGDOM (C. 2000-1650 BCE)! 


Eleventh Dynasty 
Mentuhotep II (c. 2008-1957) 
Mentuhotep III (c. 1957-1945) 


Twelfth Dynasty 
Amenemhat I (c. 1939/8-1909) 
Senusret I (c. 1919-1875/4) 
Amenemhat II (c. 1877/6-1843/2) 
Senusret II (c. 1845/4-1837) 
Senusret III (c. 1837-1818) 
Amenemhat III (c. 1818/7-1773/2) 
Amenemhat IV (c. 1773-1764/3) 
Nefrusobek (c. 1763-1759) 


Thirteenth Dynasty (c. 1759-1600 BCE 
Hetepibre Hornedjheriotef 
Awibre Hor 
Khendjer 
Neferhotep I 


SECOND INTERMEDIATE PERIOD (C. 1650-1550 BCE) 


Seventeenth Dynasty 
Nubkheperure Antef 


NEW KINGDOM (C. 1550-1069 BCE) 


Eighteenth Dynasty 
Ahmose (c. 1550-1525) 
Hatshepsut (1473-1458) 
Thutmose III (c. 1479-1425) 


CHRONOLOGY 


Amenhotep IH (c. 1390-1352) 
Akhenaton (c. 1352-1336) 
Nefernefruaton (c. 1338-1336) 
‘Tutankhamun (c. 1336-1327) 


Nineteenth Dynasty 
Ramses II (c. 1279-1213) 
Sethy II (c. 1200-1194) 
‘Tawesret (c. 1188-1186) 


THIRD INTERMEDIATE PERIOD (C. 1069-664 BCE) 


Twenty-first Dynasty 
Psusennes (c. 1039-991) 


Twenty-second Dynasty 
Sheshonk I (c. 890) 
Osorkon II (c. 874-850) 


LATE PERIOD (664-332 BCE) 
Twenty-sixth Dynasty 


Apries (589-570) 


PTOLEMAIC PERIOD (332-30 BCE) 


ROMAN PERIOD (30 BCE-395 CE) 


197 


This page intentionally left blank 


Notes 


INTRODUCTION 

1. Aldred 1971 is especially important in this respect. 

2. Studies of Egyptian women include: Franke 1983, 326; Endesfelder 1989; 
Robins 1993; Graves-Brown 2008; Graves-Brown 2010. 

3. The ruling queen Nitocris from the end of the Old Kingdom, known from 
later sources, may never have existed; see Ryholt 2000, 92-93. 

4. Compare “king’s mother” in Israel: Donner 1959, and in Ugarit: Ackerman 
1998, 134. 

5. Cooney 2008, 5. 

6. “Royal women” in this book are kings’ daughters, wives, and mothers. 
These are women directly related to the king by family ties expressed in the titles. 

7. See, for example, the burial of Djehutynakht from Deir el-Bersheh (Doxey 
2009). 

8. Richards 2005, 176. 

9. Junker 1919, 214-15. 

10. http://www.begraebnis.at/begraebnis/seitelinks.php?nkat=Erdbestattung 
(retrieved 18 May 2011). 

11. http://www.findadeath.com/Deceased/I/Bela% 20Lugosi/bela_lugosi.htm 
(retrieved 25 December 2012). 

12. Pearson 1999, 11. 

13. Pearson 1999, 7. 

14. Ucko 1969, 265. 

15. Zillhardt 2009. 

16. Zillhardt 2009, 12. 

17. Summary of Egyptian coffins: Taylor 1989. 

18. Erickson 2010, 14. 


200 NOTES TO PAGES 7-11 


19. Kuhn 1992, 74, 78; Erickson 2010, 42-47. 

20. Donnan 2007, 95-97. 

21. Curtis 1995. 

22. Obayashi 1992. 

23. Obayashi 1992. 

24. Dittrich 1981, 200-202. 

25. Nashrabadi 1999, 64. 

26. Salman, Andersen 2009, 173-74. 

27. Philpott 1991, 192. 

28. Miniaci, Quirke 2009. 

29. Salman, Andersen 2009, 173-74 (the authors do not specify where they 
got this idea from; but banquets in the underworld are attested for the Etruscan 
and Greeks; Bonnefoy, Doniger 1992, 35). 

30. Cavanagh 1996, 674. 

31. Scharff 1947. 

32. Haynes 2000, 148-49. 

33. Müller-Karpe 1968, pl. 107c, 108. 

34. Pearson 1999, 17-20, 166. 

35.Emery 1954, 142. 

36. Wilkinson 1999, 237; compare the discussion on human sacrifice in an- 
cient Egypt and Nubia by van Dijk 2007. 

37.Morkot 2000, 66. 

38. Barrett 2007. 

39. Thorp 2006, 190-91. 

40. Woolley 1934, 35-38; Zettler 1998, 25-30. 

41. Paludan 1994; Erickson 2010, 65-76. 

42. Hill 1999. 

43. Tooley 1995. 

44. Compare n. 46 in Chapter 4. 

45. Taylor 2001, 117-19. 

46. Alexanian 1998, 19-22. 

47. Seiler 2005, 162. 

48. Steel 2004, 175. 

49. Dittrich 1981, 77. 

50. Dittrich 1981, 83-90. 

51. Reeves 1990, 128-29; these figures are also known from other royal tombs 
of the New Kingdom: Reeves, Wilkinson 1996, 134-35. 

52. Reeves 1990, 133. 

53. Leitz 2002, 390-94 (with a list of the main functions of Anubis). 

54. Altenmüller 1977, 842; Spencer 1982, 74-111; Snape 2011, 81-83. 

55. Lüscher 1998, 54-57. 


NOTES TO PAGES 11-25 


56. Ikram, Dodson 1998, 137-48; Taylor 2001, 200-208. 
57.See, for example, Stierlin, Ziegler 1987, 130-34 and passim. 
58. For a translation of the passage see Lichtheim 1975, 216-17. 
59. Seidlmayer 2007. 

60. Künzl 1989. 

61. Haffner 1989, 108. 

62. Schreiter 2001, 104. 

63. Schuhmacher 1989. 

64. Cavanagh 1996, 674. 

65. Seidlmayer 2001, 241-45. 

66. Gardiner, Sethe 1928. 

67. Seidlmayer 2001. 

68. Best described in Dubiel 2008. 

69. Ikram, Dodson 1998, 137-46; Taylor 2001, 201-8. 

70. Swain 1995. 

71. Snodgrass 2010, 248. 

72.Ionesov 2002, 102. 

73. Robb 2000, 50. 


CHAPTER 1 
1. Mace, Winlock 1916; Podvin 1997, 99-101; Podvin 2000, 327. 


2. Ranke 1935, 314, no. 25. 

3. List of court type burials: Grajetzki 2010, 96-102. 
4. Arnold 2008, 77-82. 

5. Reeves 1990, 56. 

6. Grajetzki 2010, 28-29. 

7. Willems 1988, 159-60. 

8. New York, MMA 08.200.45a, b. 

9. Mace, Winlock 1916, 31-32. 

10. Smith 1916. 


201 


11. On mummification in the Middle Kingdom in general: Ikram, Dodson 


1998, 113-17; 156-57; David 2007, 85-97; Theis 2011b, 28-31. 


12. New York, MMA 07.227.6; Mace, Winlock, 1916, 58-59. 


13. New York, MMA 07.227.7; color image of circlet and rosettes: Aldred 


1971, pl. 6. 
14. New York, MMA 08.200.30; Aldred 1971, pl. 7; Seipel 2001, no. 29. 


15. New York, MMA 08.200.43; Aldred 1971, pl. 8; Andrews 1990, fig. 12. 


16. New York, MMA 08.200.41, Mace, Winlock, 1916, 66-67. 


17. New York, MMA 07.227.8; Seipel 2001, fig. on p. 47 (in color), no. 30. 


18. New York, MMA 07.227.11. 
19. New York, MMA 07.227.9. 


202 NOTES TO PAGES 27-33 


20. Other examples come from the tomb of Nakht at Abydos (Garstang 1902, 
pl. II; Bourriau 1988, 150, no. 163) and the tomb of Renseneb in Thebes (Car- 
narvon, Carter 1912, pl. LI); compare discussion in Lilyquist 2003, 296-98. 

21. New York, MMA 07.227.12. 

22. See, for example, the painted sweret beads on the coffins of the “two 
brothers” from Rifeh: David 2007, fig. 34 on p. 52. 

23. Andrews 1994, 99. 

24. Jéquier 1921, 49-51. 

25. Willems 1997. 

26. New York, MMA 08.200.29; Aldred 1971, pl. 9. 

27. Jéquier 1921, 103-8. 

28. Jéquier 1921, 110-11. 

29. New York, MMA 08.200.42b; Patch 1995, 93-94, fig. 1. 

30. Jéquier 1921, 91-93. 

31. Patch 1995. 

32. Patch 1995, 110-12. 

33. New York, MMA 08.200.25, 08.200.26. 

34. New York, MMA 08.200.27, 08.200.28. 

35. Mace, Winlock 1916, 74. 

36. Jequier 1921, 165-68. 

37. New York, MMA 07.227.15. 

38. New York, MMA 07.227.16, 07.227.5. 

39. New York, MMA 07.227.14; Petschel 2011, 241-42, 492 (no. 234). 

40. Jéquier 1933b, pl. XII; compare for a recent translation: Allen 2005, 318. 

41. Mace, Winlock 1916, 105, pl. XXVIII, H, I. 

42. Abubakr 1937, 25-26; Wildung 1984b, 973. 

43. Winlock 1941; Budka 2006 (for the Late Period); Eaton-Krauss 2008 
(general discussion); Soliman 2009, 118-19 (Middle Kingdom example). 

44. New York, MMA 07.227.1.—4a, b. 

45. Arnold 1982, 53. 

46. Schiestl 2009, 141-42. 

47. Mace, Winlock 1916, 110, no. 14; Arnold 1988, 140. 

48. Arnold 1982, 53 (Mace, Winlock 1916, 110, nos. 2—4). 

49. Arnold 1982, 53. 

50. Mace, Winlock 1916, 110, no. 17. 

51. PT 510, 512, 515, 533, 536, 665, 666, 676, Assmann 2002, 370; Willems 
1996, 175. 

52. PT 536, translation follows Assmann 2002, 370. 

53. Allen 2009, 331-32. 

54. Mace, Winlock 1916, 110-11, nos. 15, 16. 

55. Allen 2009, 332. 


NOTES TO PAGES 33-43 203 


56. Willems 1996, 107, 119 (the vase more often appears alone). 

57. Allen 1998, 48. 

58. Hapy is one of the children of Horus (Ranke 1935, 291, 22). Hapy = Apis 
is another option (Ranke 1935, 291, 23). The writing of the name is not that clear 
in this respect. Although the writing supports the child of Horus, Apis is a more 
common name. For double names in the Middle Kingdom, see Vernus 1986; for 
the double names of Senebtisi, see Vernus 1986, 64, 101. 

59. Ryholt 1997, 84. 

60. Miniaci 2010, 117; Grajetzki 2010, 28-29. 

61. Aston 2004, 93-94. 

62. Brunton 1920 (excavation report); Petrie, Brunton, Murray 1923, 15-16 
(additions to the excavation report); Dodson 2000a, 42-49 (summary of the dis- 
covery). 

63. New York, MMA 16.1.4548. 

64. Petrie, Brunton, Murray 1923, 15-16. 

65. MMA 16.1.2, Seipel 2001, no. 31. 

66. CG 52641; JE 44919; Vilimkovä 1969, pl. 16; Aldred 1971, pl. 39. 

67. Blackman 1953, pls. IX, XIX. 

68. Allam 1963, 23-41. 

69. Staehelin 1978, 79; however, Stavnik 1936 draws a connection to the 
“plant of Horbeit” and the god Nefertem. 

70. Allam 1963, 29-31. 

71. New York, MMA 16.1.3; Feucht 1967, 28, 161-62, no. 2; Vilimkovä, 
1969, pl. 11; Desroches-Noblecourt 1979, fig. 231; Andrews 1990, fig. 15, 111; 
Aldred 1971, pl. 37. 

72. Aldred 1971, 113-14; Wilde 2011, 36-39. 

73. CG 52712, JE 44922; Feucht 1967, 28-31, 162, no. 3; Aldred 1971, pl. 38. 

74. Aldred 1971, 192-93. 

75. New York, MMA 16.1.20, 19. 

76. New York, MMA 16.1.18; Seipel 2001, no. 35. 

77. New York, MMA 16.1.16. 

78. New York, MMA 16.1.24, Ben-Tor 2004, fig. 19, and Cairo CG 52689, JE 
44921; Vilimkovä 1969, pl. 16; Seipel 2001, no. 36. 

79. New York, MMA 16.1.22; Winlock 1934, pl. XII, D. 

80. New York, MMA 16.1.8; Aldred 1971, pl. 40; Andrews 1990, fig. 16. 

81. New York, MMA 16.1.15A; Seipel 2001, no. 33. 

82. New York, MMA 16.1.7; Aldred 1971, pl. 36; Seipel 2001, no. 34. 

83. Winlock 1934, 34-36. 

84. Aldred 1971, 160. 

85. New York, MMA 16.1.5; Aldred 1971, pl. 35. 

86. New York, MMA 16.1.6; Aldred 1971, pl. 36; Seipel 2001, no. 32. 


204 NOTES TO PAGES 44-52 


87. CG 52663, JE 44920; Desroches-Noblecourt 1979, fig. 245; Tiradritti 
1998, fig. on p. 153. 

88. New York, MMA 16.1.30a, b (razors); New York, MMA 16.1.27, 16.1.28 
(whetstones); Brunton 1920, 37, pl. X; Winlock 1934, 62-66. 

89. Brunton 1920, 37, pl. IX; Winlock 1934, 68-69, pl. XVI; Bevan 2007, 101. 

90. New York, MMA 16.1.21; Winlock 1934, 66, fig. 5, no. 30; Brunton 1920, 
37, pl. XI. 

91. Brunton 1920, 37, pl. XI. 

92. “Egyptian alabaster” or simply “alabaster” appearing in modern literature 
on ancient Egypt is in fact travertine (Aston, Harrell Shaw 2000, 59-60). How- 
ever, the term “(Egyptian) alabaster” is widely used in Egyptology and will be 
used here too. 

93. Brunton 1920, 37, pl. IX (top); Winlock 1934, 66-68, pl. XVI. 

94. New York, MMA 21.2.62; Petrie, Brunton, Murray 1923, 42, pls. XXV.7, 
XXVI. 

95. Pries 2011, 148; see Assmann 2002, 272-73; for the hour vigil in the fu- 
nerary world of the Middle Kingdom see Willems 1997. 

96. Theis 2011b, 50-51. 

97. Translation according to Forman, Quirke 1996, 71; compare Grajetzki 
2010, 93. 

98. Allen 1998, 46-47. 

99. Arnold 1982, 57-58; Allen 1998, 40. 

100. Compare the chart in Tallet 2005, 21. 

101. Brunton 1920, 27. 

102. Roth 2001, 211-12. 

103. Ben-Tor 2001. 

104. Macadam 1951, pl. VI. 

105. de Morgan 1903, 68-71; Grajetzki 1995; Grajetzki 2010, 26-28. 

106. For the date of Keminub see Jänosi 1994. 

107. Fay 1996, 47. 

108. de Morgan 1903, 45-46, fig. 105 (the plan in the publication is assigned 
to Ita, but that seems to be a confusion; only Khenmet had a falcon collar as 
shown on the plan). 

109. de Morgan 1903, 50-55; Podvin 1997, 155-58; Podvin 2000, 328-29; 
PM III (2), 886. 

110. Russo 2012, 87. 

111. Lapp 1993, 228-29; Russo 2012. 

112. For this coffin see Mace, Winlock 1916, 47. 

113. de Morgan 1903, 48. 

114. Petschel 2011, 95. 


NOTES TO PAGES 52-56 205 


115. Cairo CG 52982, JE 31069; Desroches-Noblecourt 1979, fig. 263; Miil- 
ler, Thiem 1999, fig. 218; Petschel 2011, 93-97, 358, no. 13. 

116. Philip 2006, 146. 

117. Cairo CG 52994, 52995, 52063, 52892, 53011; JE 31077, 31079, 31083; 
Seipel 2001, no. 42, fig. on p. 54 (in color). 

118. Jéquier 1921, 91-93. 

119. de Morgan 1903, 48. 

120. de Morgan 1903, 52, 54; compare the discussion in Mace, Winlock 1916, 
71-72. 

121. von Bissing 1907, 136-38; Cairo CG 18642-50. 

122. Koura 1999, 217-19. 

123. Koura 1999, 171-73. 

124. Koura 1999, 173-76. 

125. Koura 1999, 204-6. 

126. Koura 1999, 193-95. 

127. Koura 1999, 181-83. 

128. Koura 1999, 177-80. 

129. Koura 1999, 155-57. 

130. Koura 1999, 175-76. 

131. Koura 1999, 72-79. 

132. Koura 1999, 79 (VII, 134). 

133. Koura 1999, 58-63. 

134. Interpretation as incense burner: Fischer 1980, 916 n. 10; Radwan 1983, 
86-87, no. 217 (there are several other identical objects from Dahshur, without 
exact provenance, nos. 218-21; all most likely come from de Morgan’s excava- 
tion); for the interpretation as lamp see: Miiller 2006. 

135. Junker 1929, 129-31. 

136. Fay 1996, 30-32. 

137. Sabbahy 2002. 

138. Ranke 1935, 49, nos. 3, 5, 7. 

139. de Morgan 1903, 55-68, 159-60; Podvin 1997; Podvin 2000, 329; PM 
III (2), 886. 

140. Ranke 1935, 276, 17. 

141. de Morgan 1903, 55. 

142. Picture of the collar: Aldred 1971, pl. 11 (in color). 

143. de Morgan 1903, 64, nos. 36-48; Vilimkovä 1969, pl. 18; Aldred 1971, 
pl. 30. 

144. de Morgan 1903, 55; CG 5204445, JE 31091; Aldred 1971, pl. 12; Tir- 
adritti 1998, fig. on p. 144. 

145. de Morgan 1903, 60. 


206 NOTES TO PAGES 56-62 


146. CG 52859, JE 31104; Vilimkovä 1969, pl. 13; Aldred 1971, pl. 28 (in 
color); Andrews 1990, fig. 82; Ikram, Dodson 1998, pl. XII. 

147. CG 52860, JE 31105; Vilimkovä 1969, pl. 12; Tiradritti 1998, fig. on p. 
145; Ikram, Dodson 1998, pl. XII. 

148. Lilyquist 1993, 36-37; Markowitz, Lacovara 2009, 60, proposes a Mi- 
noan craftsman working in Egypt. 

149. Wolters 1983, 69-71; Lilyquist 1993, 31-51; Wilde 40-41 (for the Mid- 
dle Kingdom). 

150. CG 52975, JE 31126. 

151. CG 52978, JE 31125. 

152. CG 52976, JE 31124. 

153. CG 52979, JE 31121. 

154. Vilimkovä 1969, pl. 17 a-e; Aldred 1971, pl. 29, fuller description on pp. 
186-88. 

155. Fitton 2009, 65. 

156. Fitton, Meeks, Joyner 2009, 23-24, figs. 101, 102. 

157. Cairo CG 52914, 52955-56, 52958; Aldred 1971, pl. 31. 

158. Cairo CG 18651; von Bissing 1907, 138-39. 

159. Cairo CG 18652-59, 18661; von Bissing 1907, 139-40. 

160. Arnold 2006, 48 n. 3. 

161. Allen 1998, 42. 

162. On swans in ancient Egypt see Houlihan 1988, 50-52. 

163. Engelbach 1915, pl. XXIII; in general: Jéquier 1921, 330-31. 

164. Davies, Gardiner, Davies 1920, pls. XVI, XVII. 

165. Reeves 1990, 130. 

166. Faulkner, Andrews 1985, 95. 

167. PT utterance 267, 366a/b; utterance 509, 1122 a/b. 

168. de Morgan 1903, 57; compare for the spells on Middle Kingdom coffin 
lids: Willems 1988, 171-74. 

169. de Morgan 1903, 68. 

170. Stünkel 2006, 155-56. 

171. Fay 1996, 46. 

172. Aldred 1971, 186. 

173. Roth 2001, 279-83. 

174. de Morgan 1903, 71-77. 

175. PM TII (2), 886. 

176. Picture of the collar and of one bracelet: Aldred 1971, pl. 10. 

177. A photographic image: Houlihan 1988, 50-51, figs. 66a, b. 

178. de Morgan 1903, 74. 

179. Farag, Iskander 1971, ix. 


m 


NOTES TO PAGES 62-75 207 


180. Farag, Iskander 1971 (the excavation report); Podvin 1997, 173-74; Dod- 
son 2000b (summary of the burial), Theis 201 1a, 110 (no. 121, on the pyramid). 

181. Arnold 1987, 35. 

182. Farag, Iskander 1971, 17-24. 

183. Grajetzki 2005a. 

184. Willems 1988, 174. 

185. Farag, Iskander 1971, 92-95. 

186. Willems 1988, 211. 

187. Gautier, Jéquier 1902, pls. XXXII-XXV. 

188. Farag, Iskander 1971, 31. 

189. Farag, Iskander 1971, 45; Tiradritti 1998, fig. on p. 140 (the flail: JE 
90200). 

190. For glass before the New Kingdom: Nicholson, Henderson 2000, 195, 
compare Lilyquist 1993, 53-55. 

191. JE 90199; Tiradritti 1998, fig. on pp. 152-53; Andrews 1990, fig. 26. 

192. Lilyquist 2003, 127-28. 

193. Petrie 1890, 15, pl. V. 

194. Schiestl 2009, 149, 152; Kopetzky 2010, 134-35. 

195. Schiestl 2009, 142; Kopetzky 2010, 127. 

196. Petrie 1890, 15, pl. V; compare the discussion: Arnold 1982, 58. 

197. Allen 1998, 47. 

198. Cairo CG 9438. It is far from certain that the magical wand belongs 
to Neferuptah, daughter of Amenemhat IH. The wand was found at Lisht. This 
Neferuptah is therefore sometimes treated as daughter of Senusret I (Schmitz 
1976, 191). This too is far from certain; compare also Grdseloff 1951. 

199. The list of sources: Farag, Iskander 1971, 101-5. 

200. Allen 1998, 47. 

201. Schiestl 2009, 149 n. 1442. 

202. Petrie 1890, 17, discussed in full in Miniaci 2010, 116. 

203. Aldred 1971, pl. 50. 

204. Petrie 1890, 17. 

205. de Morgan 1895, 107-15; Podvin 1997, 169-72; Podvin 2000, 333-34; 
PM III (2), 889. 

206. Allen 1998, 47. 

207. Lilyquist 1979a, fig. 73. 

208. The only other example appears in the tomb of King Awibre Hor: de 
Morgan 1895, fig. 222. 

209. Jéquier 1921, 173-76. 

210. de Morgan 1895, 110, fig. 260. 

211. Donadoni Roveri 1969, 71, fig. 15b. 


art 


208 NOTES TO PAGES 75-85 


212. Soliman 2009, 116-18. 

213. Soliman 2009, 105-7. 

214. de Morgan 1903, 34, figs. 81, 83. 

215. Jéquier 1933a, 36-37, figs. 6-28, pl. VII. 

216. Miniaci, Quirke 2008, 20-21. 

217. Grajetzki 2007, 49-50. 

218. Mace, Winlock 1916, 48. 

219. Mace, Winlock 1916, 66 n. 2. 

220. de Morgan 1895, 112, pl. XX XVII; compare Wilkinson 1971, 73. 

221. Montet 1928, 172, pl. XCVIH. 

222. Aldred 1971, pls. 82-83; compare also Jéquier 1921, 43-45. 

223. Reeves 1996. 

224. Aldred 1971, pl. 32. 

225. Petschel 2011, 246, 500 (no. 246). 

226. de Morgan 1895, 111, fig. 264. 

227. Liischer 1990, 27, 69. 

228. de Morgan 1895, 115, fig. 269; Cairo CG 4007-10. 

229. de Morgan 1895, 104, fig. 24. 

230. Ranke 1935, 192, 2. 

231. Hodjash, Berlev 1982, 93 (s). 

232. D. Fouget, in de Morgan 1895, 150. 

233. Stirland 1999, 30-33. 

234. de Morgan 1895, 128. 

235. von Beckerath 44-45 (full discussion); Ryholt 1997, 216, 339-40. 

236. Ben-Tor 2001. 

237. Ryholt 1997, 38-39. 

238. Ryholt 1997, 218. 

239. Ryholt 1997, 35, fig. 1; 38-40. 

240. Arnold 2002, 27 (the measurements are not certain). 

241. Arnold 2002, 58. 

242. Arnold 2002, 59. 

243. Stiinkel 2006. 

244, Arnold 2002, 64; Tallet 2005, 15-16. 

245. de Morgan 1895, 60-44. 

246. Arnold 2002, 70. 

247. CG 52001, JE 30857; Feucht 1967, 27, 161, no. 1 (with full bibliogra- 
phy); Aldred 1971, pl. 33; Desroches-Noblecourt 1979, fig. 323; Müller, Thiem 
1999, 219, fig. 201 (in color); Tiradritti 1998, figs. on pp. 136, 148; PM II (2), 883. 

248. CG 52041, JE 38435; Aldred 1971, pl. 34. 

249. Oppenheim 1995, 11. 

250. Andrews 1981, 95 (list of similar amulets from the Middle Kingdom). 


pa 


NOTES TO PAGES 85-90 209 


251. CG 53137, JE 30865; Andrews 1981, 91 (list of similar lion amulets from 
the Middle Kingdom); compare also the gold lions found in the burial of Queen 
Khenmet-nefer-hedjet-weret, Oppenheim 1995, 10. 

252. CG 53136, JE 30858; Seipel 2001, 57, no. 46, color picture on p. 58; Tir- 
adritti 1998, fig. on 149; Andrews 1981, 94 (list of similar objects from the Middle 
Kingdom); compare also the seven golden cowrie shells found in the burial of 
Queen Khenmet-nefer-hedjet-weret, Oppenheim 1995, 11. 

253. Seipel 2001, 57, no. 47, color picture on p. 59. 

254. Allen 1998, 40; Kopetzky 2010, 123 n. 723, 135. 

255. de Morgan 1895, 62, fig. 133. 

256. Arnold 2002, 74, mentions a further king’s daughter Sat... (rest of name 
not preserved). However, this is a “ghost princess,” by error discussed twice in the 
publication. Once, in discussing tomb 11, he refers to the remains of a canopic 
chest, where only the title “king’s daughter” is preserved. He sees the remains 
of the name Sat, but these remains of the name are not visible on the published 
fragments. There is only the title “king’s daughter.” In the discussion of tomb 5 
(Arnold 2002, 71) he refers again to the same canopic chest, this time noting that 
there are no remains of the name. The text of the canopic box is depicted in de 
Morgan 1895, 57, fig. 125. 

257. Ryholt 1997, 39-40 n. 104 (known from a scarab; Petrie Museum UC 
11595). 

258. Bietak, Forstner-Miiller 2009, 111-12. 

259. de Morgan 1895, 64-72; Arnold 2002, 70. 

260. Aldred 1971, 194-95. 

261. CG 52002, JE 30875; Feucht 1967, 31-33, 163, no. 4; Vilimkovä 1969, 
pl. 9; Aldred 1971, pl. 41; Desroches-Noblecourt 1979, fig. 234; Tiradritti 1998, 
figs. on pp. 136-37, 139 (top), 150-51; Andrews 1990, fig. 112; PM III (2), 884. 

262. CG 52003, JE 30875; Feucht 1967, 31-33, 163-64, no. 5; Vilimkovä 
1969, pl. 10; Aldred 1971, pl. 42; PM II (2), 884. 

263. Aldred 1971, 194. 

264. Farag, Iskander 1971, pls. vi-viii. 

265. CG 53070; Tiradritti 1998, fig. on pp. 140-41; Desroches-Noblecourt 
1979, fig. 233. 

266. CG 53168; JE 30888. 

267. CG 53078, JE 30893. 

268. CG 53074; Vilímková 1969, pl. 20. 

269. CG 53075; Desroches-Noblecourt 1979, fig. 240; Seipel 2001, no. 53. 

270. CG 52026, JE 30886; CG 52027, JE 30886; Seipel 2001, no. 52. 

271. CG 52056, JE 30883. 

272. CG 53096-53099, JE 30906; Seipel 2001, no. 51 (two lions and beads 
reconstructed as an armlet). 


210 NOTES TO PAGES 90-100 


273. The mirrors are reconstructed in Lilyquist 1979a, 31-32 n. 358. 

274. CG 53079-81; JE 30897, 30897. 

275. Cairo CG 52238 (no. 33); CG 52239 (no. 34), Wilkinson 1971, 77, pl. 
XI, B, C; Lilyquist 1993, figs 8e, 8f on p. 78. 

276. Cairo CG 53071; Seipel 2001, no. 50. 

277. Aston, Harrell, Shaw 2000, 40, CG 18778. 

278. Möller, Schubart 1910, 44 (calling them un-Egyptian); Lilyquist 1993, 
37; Wilkinson 1971, 77. 

279. de Morgan 1895, 69, figs. 147, 150, 153. 

280. de Morgan 1895, 69, fig. 152. 

281. de Morgan 1895, 69, fig. 146. 

282. de Morgan 1895, 69, fig. 151. 

283. Aldred 1971, 194. 


CHAPTER 2 

1. See n. 46 in Chapter 4. 

2. Compare the short summary of such burials in Engelbach 1923, 2-3 (Wady 
I and Wady ID). 

3. Late Middle Kingdom tomb chapels have been excavated in recent years at 
Thebes: Nelson, Kalos 2000. 

4. Seidlmayer 1987, 184-85. 

5. Lilyquist 1979a, 83; Pearson 1999, 95-123; Díaz-Andreu 2005, 38-39. 

6. Firth, Gunn 1926, 59-60. 

7. Cairo CG 52752, JdE 47847; the personal adornments are depicted in color 
in Vilímková 1969, pl. 21a. 

8. Cairo CG 52753, JdE 47848. 

9. Cairo CG 52755, JdE 47845. 

10. Cairo CG 52756, JdE 47844. 

11. Cairo CG 52754, JdE 47846. 

12. Firth, Gunn 1926, 60-61. 

13. Ranke 1935, 285, 20; the name means “daughter of Ip.” 

14. Allen 1950, 72-73; Lapp 1993, 281; Gestermann 2010; Grajetzki 2010, 
24. 

15. de Morgan 1895, 35-37, figs. 73-76. 

16. Excavation report: Engelbach 1923; a recent summary on the burials: 
Grajetzki 2004b; an evaluation of the social stratification of the late Middle King- 
dom burials: Richards 2005, 90-98, 112-18; on the chronology see Kemp, Mer- 
rillees 1980, 23-57. 

17. Tombs 17, 49, 105, 108, 110, 121, 162, 171, 280, 608. 

18. Tombs 3, 4, 5, 8, 11, 22, 30, 35, 43, 57, 58, 64, 67, 70, 81, 92, 93, 96, 104, 
106, 109, 118, 119, 122, 128, 129, 132, 133, 134, 138, 141, 143, 159, 161, 190, 


NOTES TO PAGES 100-108 211 


246, 250, 256, 262, 264, 271, 284, 285, 293, 302, 320, 336, 337, 341, 347, 348, 
353, 357, 365, 377, 381, 383, 385, 386, 390, 394, 397, 398, 399, 501, 605, 606, 
611, 614, 620. 

19. Some were found basically intact; of others only the inlaid eyes were 
preserved. The eyes might also belong to anthropoid coffins or mummy masks: 
tombs 128, 246, 250, 285 (information from tomb card), 320, 341, 347, 394, 397, 
501, 605. 

20. Tombs 5, 35, 67, 70, 96, 109, 122, 132, 293, 608. 

21. Tombs 8, 11, 30, 43, 92, 93, 129, 134, 271, 284, 336, 353, 377, 381, 386, 
390, 399, 611. 

22. Tombs 3, 70, 96, 104, 109, 118, 143, 159, 190, 284, 285, 320, 341, 348, 
357, 377, 605, 614. 

23. Bourriau 2003, 57. 

24. Grajetzki 2004b, 53-56. 

25. Hayes 1953, 312, fig. 203. 

26. Miniaci 2011. 

27 On the problems of “eyes” in (Old Kingdom) burials, compare de Meyer 
2011. 

28. Engelbach 1923, 14-15. 

29. Aldred 1971, pl. 78. 

30. Aldred 1971, 141. 

31. Staehelin 1978, 82. 

32. Engelbach 1923, 15-16; Grajetzki 2004b, 31-33; Bagh 2011, 141-43. 

33. Reconstruction: Feucht 1967, 44-45, 166, no. 9. 

34. The stela is now in the Ny Carlsberg Glyptotek /EIN 1664 (Copenha- 
gen), Jorgensen 1996, 182-83, no. 65; Bagh 2011, 141. 

35. Engelbach 1915 (the excavation report); an evaluation for the social strati- 
fication of the burials in the cemetery is published in Richards 2005, 121-24. 

36. Engelbach 1915, 11-13. 

37. Manchester Museum, inv. no. 5966; Feucht 1957, 39-41, 165-66, no. 8. 

38. Manchester Museum, inv. no. 5968. 

39. Manchester Museum, inv. no. 5967. 

40. Dubiel 2008, 155. 

41. For these people, their burials, and their titles, see Seidlmayer 1990, 216- 
33; Seidlmayer 2007. 

42. For the importance of H. Jones see: Pinch-Brock 2007, 31-39. 

43. Garstang 1907. 

44. Garstang 1907, 113-14, figs. 102-7. 

45. The list of names found in the tombs at Beni Hassan indeed state “son” 
(Garstang 1907, pl. VID. 

46. Garstang 1907, 146, fig. 144. 


212 NOTES TO PAGES 109-117 


47. Brunton 1948, 55, pl. XLII. 

48. Petrie 1907, 13. 

49. Garstang 1902, 2 (description of tombs and finds). 

50. Doxey 1997. 

51. Petrie 1901b, 43; Podvin 1997, 121-22; Podvin 2000, 330. 

52. Color picture of the golden fish: Pouls 1997. 

53. The evidence was reevaluated in Bourriau 2009, which presents a tomb 
register. I take only the tombs dated MK/SIP or SIP (Middle Kingdom, Second 
Intermediate Period) into account. 

54. Tomb nos. Y5, Y81, Y432, Y511, Y512, Y480. 

55. Tomb nos. Y480, Y413, Y453, Y224, Y411, Y422, Y423, Y428, Y435, 
Y437, Y505, Y510, Y514. 

56. Junker 1920, 147; Lilyquist 1979a 35, 397. 

57. Lilyquist 1979a, 35 n. 397 (list of examples found in burials). About eight 
examples were excavated in burials of the Middle Kingdom. A further torque was 
found by John Garstang in tomb 345 A’07 in Abydos. The tomb group included 
a bronze mirror, stone vessels, scarabs, a green glaze crocodile, shells, silver orna- 
ments for a necklace, and tweezers; Snape 1986, 216, 437. 

58. Montet 1928, 123, pls. LXVII, LXX (more than forty examples found in 
the “Montet jar” at Byblos). 

59. Junker 1920, 153. 

60. Junker 1920, 159 (description of the burial). 

61. Randall-Maclver, Woolley 1911, 200-201 


CHAPTER 3 

. Blackman 1953, pl. XI (choker with shell pendants?). 

Keimer 1948, 23. 

Compare the discussion with full bibliography in Pinch 1993, 211-14. 
Pinch 1993, 215-17. 

Waraksa 2009, 16. 

Budin 2011, 117-35, especially 126-35. 

Helck 1975. 

Pinch 1993, 225. 

Type I of Pinch 1993, 198-99 (she includes figures of different materials). 
10. Wildung 1985a, 139, no. 65. 

11. Hayes 1953, 219; Bourriau 1988, 126-27, no. 121. 

12. Wilkinson 1971, 20; Andrews 1990, 43. 

13. Wilkinson 1971, 37-43. 

14. Grajetzki 2004a, fig. on p. 23. 

15. Leiden AO.11a; Raven 1989. 


m 


a NUT 


NOTES TO PAGES 117-125 213 


16. Cairo JE 39390; Wildung 1984a, fig. 74 on p. 85; compare Arnold 2008, 
82 n. 165 (with further literature). 

17. Blackman 1953, pl. XIV; Forman, Quirke 1996, figs. on pp. 104-5. 

18. Curto 1988, fig. 48; Zanelli 1989, figs. 7-8. 

19. Aldred 1971, pl. 18, p. 183. 

20. Newberry 1893b, pl. XIII. 

21. Garstang 1907. 

22. Jequier 1921, 62-71. 

23. Mace, Winlock 1916, 65. 

24. New York, MMA 12.183.16 (the object is not yet published, but a picture 
is accessible via the database of the museum). 

25. de Morgan 1895, 99-100, fig. 231. 

26. Wildung 1985a, 54-55, no. 21. 

27. Pozzi Battaglia 2009. 

28. Wildung 1985a, 139, no. 65. 

29. Andrews 1990, 117. 

30. Bothmer 1960, 76-77. 

31. Junker 1943, 223, fig. 89. 

32. In general: Dubiel 2008, 154-57; further example of a shell found on a 
breast: Cecil 1903, 68. 

33. Jequier 1921, 58-60. 

34. Wildung 1985a, 139, cat. no. 65; Caubet, Pierrat-Bonnefois 2005, 37, 
fig. 64. 

35. Engelbach 1923, 15. 

36. Aldred 1971, pl. 32. 

37. Aldred 1971, pl. 24. 

38. See the back of pectorals in Aldred 1971, pls. 73-74, 76, 81. 

39. Feucht 1967, 164-65, no. 6 (perhaps orginally found at Byblos?); 166, no. 
10 (originally from Dahshur?). 

40. Andrews 1990, 117. 

41. Aldred 1971, 146, pl. 15. 

42. Blackman 1953, pls. XI, XV. 

43. Dunn Friedman 1998, 212, no. 80; Markowitz, Haynes, Freed 2002, 
70, 18. 

44. Aldred 1971, pl. 30. 

45. Newberry 1893a, pl. XXIX; for a color photo: Aldred 1971, pl. 32. 

46. Aldred 1971, 160. 

47. Petrie 1930, pl. XXIV. 

48. Aldred 1971, 160-61. 

49. Middle Kingdom body chains have so far not been discussed. However, 


214 NOTES TO PAGES 125-131 


Fletcher 2008, 251, 395, discusses them for Ptolemaic Period Egypt in connec- 
tion with Aphrodite. 

50. Examples include Kaiser 1967, 45, no. 458; Wildung 1985a, no. 65; Wil- 
dung 1985b, 41-42, cat. no. 29; Caubet, Pierrat-Bonnefois 2005, 37, fig. 64. 

51. Pavlov, Hodjash 1985, pl. 45; Keimer 1948, pl. XIII, 5. 

52. Boardman 1996, 4. 

53. Rummel 2007a, 35, no. 19; another example: Pinch 2006, 127, fig. 67. 

54. Petrie 1930, pl. XXIV. 

55. Serpico 2008, 131-32, fig. 57. 

56. Engelbach 1923, 14. 

57. Vandier d’Abbadie 1946, 189-90, pls. CXXII, CXXIII, 2868; Peck 1978, 
138-39, no. 68. 

58. Montet 1951, 83-84, no. 775, fig. 31, pl. LV. 

59. Boardman 1996, 4. 

60. Pinch 2006, 126. 

61. Fay 1990, 58. 

62. Pinch 2006, 107, fig. 55. 

63. Dubiel 2008, 149. 

64. Keimer 1948, 20-21. 

65. Brunton, Caton-Thompson 1928, 15, pl. VII (Badari tomb 5735); Brun- 
ton 1937, 37 (Mostagedda tomb 592); Andrews 1990, 57. 

66. Patch 2002. 

67. Baba, Yoshimura 2010, fig. on p. 11 (middle). 

68. CG 28084; for the dating see Willems 1988, 76-77. 

69. Aston, Harrell, Shaw 2000, 45—46. 

70. Aston, Harrell, Shaw 2000, 50-52. 

71. Aston, Harrell, Shaw 2000, 62-63. 

72. Aston, Harrell, Shaw 2000, 39-40. 

73. Hölzl 2001, 43, nos. 27-28. 

74. Seidlmayer 2001, 235. 

75. Quirke 2007a, 249-50. 

76. Bourriau 1988, 126-27. 

77. Ikram, Dodson 1998, 147. 

78. Information kindly supplied by Janet Johnson (UCL). 

79. Garstang 1907, 110. 

80. Hayes 1953, 306-9; compare also the comments in Winlock 1942, 225, 
on the jewelry of Wah. 

81. Aldred 1971, 178 (referring to the broad collar of Senebtisi). 

82. Aldred 1971, 179. 

83. Guilhou 2003. 

84. Translation according to Faulkner 1969, 316. 


NOTES TO PAGES 131-139 215 


85. Haslauer, in Seipel 2001, 33-34, no. 18. 

86. Aldred 1971, 179 (on the jewelry of real life in the jewelry boxes). 

87. Bianchi 1986. 

88. Kitchen 1963 (with further literature). 

89. Schmitz 1976, 202. 

90. Roth 2001, 279-83. 

91. Blackman 1953, pl. XIX. 

92. Winlock 1932; Bourriau 1988, 153-54, no. 172. 

93. A similar situation still exists today in the Western world. While women 
can wear almost all types of clothing and jewelry, including all those regarded as 
typical of men (e.g., suits and ties), there are still many types of women’s clothing 
(e.g., skirts) not widely accepted for men. 

94. Seidlmayer 1990, 310. 

95. Greer 1971, 58-59. 

96. For a translation: Lichtheim 1975, 216. 


CHAPTER 4. 

1. Gramsci 2007, 2311-13; English translation and further discussion of 
Gramsci’s idea: Crehan 2002, 106-7. 

2. Crehan 2002, 137-45. 

3. Seidelmayer 2001, 235. 

4. Myśliwiec 2008, 13. 

5. For an overview of these buildings see the collection of papers in Archeo-Nil 
18 (December 2008) (La Naissance de Varchitecture funéraire). 

6. Stevenson 2009, 159-215. 

7. Grajetzki 2003, 7-14. 

8. Frankfort 1930, 214, pl. XXX; Andrews 1990, 43. 

9. Reisner 1908, 29-33, pls. 4-8; Andrews 1990, 20, fig. 11. 

10. Petrie 1901a, 16-19, frontispiece. 

11. Petrie 1901a, 16 (assigns them to Djer’s queen); Aldred 1971, 173, color 
images: pl. 1. 

12. Ikram, Dodson 1998, 320; Owens, Tucker, Hassan 2009, 248. 

13. Junker 1929, 120-31. 

14. See, for example, the jewelry found at Gizeh, shaft 316: Seipel 2001, 33-37. 

15. Compare the remarks of Mackay 1915, 8. 

16. Grajetzki 2003, 15-26. 

17. Grajetzki 2003, 27-39. 

18. Allen 2006. 

19. Baines, Yoffee 1998. 

20. O’Connor 2000, 21-24. 

21. Seidlmayer 2001, 240-45. 


216 NOTES TO PAGES 140-147 


22. Dunn Friedman 1998, 212 n. 80. 

23. Hassan 1932, 44. 

24. Kaiser 1969, 56-68. 

25. Andrews 1990, 175. 

26. Hassan 1936, 139-50; color photographs of the diadem and the “insect” 
necklace: Aldred 1971, pls. 4-5; reconstructed bead-net dresses: Jick 1988; Rigault 
1999; Gomez-Deluchi 2005. 

27. See, e.g., Markowitz, Haynes, Freed 2002, 118, no. 51. 

28. A large number of copper offering tables and copper vessels were found in 
the undisturbed (still unpublished) tomb of Ptahshepses Impy at Gizeh: Radwan 
1983, 61-62, nos. 154 A-K, pls. 28-31; Markowitz, Haynes, Freed 2002, 102-3, 
no. 39. 

29. Seidlmayer 1990; Seidlmayer 2001. 

30. Brunton 1948, 36-37, pl. XL. 

31. For the sequence of Middle Kingdom governors see Grajetzki 1997 and 
Melandri 2011; for the burials of the First Intermediate Period at Qaw see Seidl- 
mayer 1990, 123-210. 

32. Brunton 1927, 40; Brunton 1928, pl. LXVI. 

33. Garstang 1907. 

34. Grajetzki 2003, 39-51. 

35. Hayes 1953, 303-5. 

36. Grajetzki 2003, 51-53; the jewelry equipment in provincial cemeteries is 
described by Dubiel 2008. 

37. Winlock 1921, 51-53; Winlock 1942, 44-46. 

38. James 1974, 37-38, no. 85, pl. XXXL; for a discussion of these spells com- 
pare Willems 1988, 122-27. 

39. Winlock 1942, 44, pl. 10; she was perhaps a woman from Nubia. Compare 
Zibelius-Chen 2007, 396. 

40. Grajetzki 2005b, 24-25. 

41. Arnold 1992, 54-55. 

42. Arnold 1992, 54-58. 

43. Seidlmayer 1990, 310. 

44. Frankfort 1930, 219, pl. XXXVII. 

45. Important exceptions are the coffin of the “chief lector priest” Sesenebnef 
found at Lisht (Thirteenth Dynasty; Grajetzki 2010, 30-31; L1-2Li) and the cof- 
fin of the Second Intermediate Period queen Mentuhotep from Thebes (Geisen 
2004), both with inside decoration. 

46. In general see: Bourriau 1991. “Shabtis” of the early Middle Kingdom are 
not shown as mummies, and I would not like to call them “shabtis” (Hayes 1953, 
327); on the first heart scarabs see Quirke 2003, Lorand 2008. 


NOTES TO PAGES 147-155 217 


47. Bourriau 1991. 

48. Grajetzki 2004a, 46-49. 

49. Kemp, Merrillees 1980, 167-68. 

50. de Morgan 1895, 87-106; Aufrére 2001. 

51. His human remains are now a skeleton and are stored today in the Egyp- 
tian Museum, Cairo. The skeleton was well preserved, with remains of flesh still 
on the head (Owens, Tucker, Hassan 2009, 249). 

52. Patch 1995, 104. 

53. Engelbach 1915, 13, 19, 23-25. 

54. Gautier, Jéquier 1902, 74-79. 

55. The myth is described as a whole by Plutarch: Gwyn Griffiths 1970. 

56. Willems 1997. 

57. Gardiner 1917; Grajetzki 2010, 89-94. 

58. Montet 1951, pl. LXXVI. 

59. Grajetzki 2010, 67. 

60. de Morgan 1895, 95, de Morgan 1903, 60; Gauthier, Jéquier 1902, 79. 

61. Theis 2011b. 

62. In this way indicated by Gnirs 2009, 105. 

63. This is also visible in tomb decorations of New Kingdom queens, such as 
in the tomb of Nefertari, wife of Ramses II; compare: McCarthy 2002. 

64. Examples: Nubhetepti-khered (see Chapter 1); Hayes 1953, fig. 201 on p. 
310 (“steward” Khnumhotep from Meir); de Morgan 1895, fig. 27 on p. 21 (from 
the mastaba of the vizier Khnumhotep at Dahshur); compare discussion in Rogge 
1986, 57 n. 146. 

65. Rummel 2007a, fig. 114 on p. 81 (tomb of Geheset at Thebes). 

66. Renfrew 1986, 146-50. 

67. Enmarch 2008, 85 (Leiden I 344 recto, 3.8); amethyst is mentioned in the 
text. This may be another indicator that the text was composed in the late Middle 
Kingdom, as this semiprecious stone was especially popular in this period (Aston, 
Harrell, Shaw 2000, 51). 

68. Engelbach 1915, pl. XXIII; compare Jéquier 1921, 329-30. 

69. Other late Middle Kingdom burials of this type not described in this book: 
Ankhet and unknown woman at Rifeh (set of well-decorated coffins, mummy 
masks, little jewelry: Petrie 1907, 12-13). 

70. There are well-recorded burials without canopic equipment but with 
signs of mummification, e.g., the burials of Geheset at Thebes (Lösch et al. 2007, 
100-101) and Ankhet at Lisht (Arnold 1992, 54-55). 

71. A similar necklace (obsidian beads with silver caps) was found in the burial 
of Hapy Ankhtifi at Meir: New York, MMA 12.183.13a, b; mentioned in Hayes 
1953, 236. A picture is available in the museum’s database. 


N 


pa 


218 NOTES TO PAGES 155-163 


72. Carnarvon, Carter 1912, 54-55. 

73. Carnarvon, Carter 1912, 60. 

74. Seidlmayer 1990, 428. 

75. Garstang 1902, pl. II (E. 105), pl. XV (E.105); compare Bourriau 1988, 
150, no. 163. 

76. Burials with decorated coffins belong to type 2. 

77. Bourriau 1991. 

78. Grajetzki 2004b. 

79. Willems 2006, 149-50. 

80. Seidlmayer 2001, 231-40; compare the discussion of Wilfong 2010, 169-73. 

81. Brunton 1930, pls. V-VHI (tomb register), tombs 1001 (mask), 7045 (an- 
thropoid coffin?), 7125, 7171 (stuccoed coffins); for the dating of the cemetery see 
Bourriau 2010, 23-29. 

82. See n. 95 (Chapter 1) for literature on the hour vigil. 

83. Kamal 1901; Leclant 1979, fig. 334; Grajetzki 2010, 96. 

84. Grajetzki 2010, 90. 

85. Assmann 2002, 215. 

86. Willems 1988, 206. 

87. Jéquier 1933b, pl. XII; compare for a recent translation: Allen 2005, 318. 

88. Reeves 1990, 112-13. 

89. Montet 1951, 41-42, 50, pls. XXXI-XXXII; compare Aston 2009, 52. 

90. Peebles 1971, 69. 

91. Compare the discussion in Stevenson 2009, 160-61. 

92. Assmann 1997, 131-32. 

93. Kemp, Merrillees 1980, 167-68. 

94. Miniaci, Quirke 2009. 

95. Seidlmayer 1987, 193. 

96. Renfrew 1986, 146-50. 

97. Szpakowska 2008, 196, comes to a similar conclusion 


w 


al 


98. Compare a case in the New Kingdom where the magical bricks are re- 
stricted to a limited number of burials of the highest ruling class. The bricks were 
evidently affordable by almost everyone, but it seems that not everyone had access 
to the rituals connected to the bricks; see Franzmeier 2010. 

99. For the late Middle Kingdom in general: Quirke 1990, 1-8. 

100. Franke 1991. 

101. Newberry 1893a, pls. XI, XXIX. 

102. Gestermann 1995, 49. 

103. Grajetzki 2010, 103-4. 

104. For example, several coffin fragments found at Hu, which are close in 
style to coffins from Thebes and may have been produced there (Grajetzki 2010, 
15-22). 


NOTES TO PAGES 163-171 219 


105. See a shabti found at Esna: Downes 1974, 5, fig. 4. 

106. Vila 1976 (Vila argues for a local production of mummy masks). 

107. Franke 1994, 105-17 (discussion for Elephantine). 

108. Grajetzki 2003, 54-61. 

109. Whelan 2007. 

110. Grajetzki 2010, 39-43. 

111. Grajetzki 2010, 57-58. 

112. Forstner-Müller 2008, 48-49; Schiestl 2009, 118-19. 

113. Forstner-Müller 2008, 56-57; Schiestl 2009, 92-93. 

114. Forstner-Müller 2008, 169-74. 

115. Petrie 1909, 6-10, pls. XXII-XXIX; Miniaci 2011, 65-66. 

116. Data on Queen Ahhotep: Ryholt 1997, 275-77. There are perhaps two 
queens with the same name. 

117. von Bissing 1900; Miniaci 2011, 55-56; for Dra Abu el-Naga in general 
see Miniaci 2009. 

118. Miniaci 2011. 

119. Gnirs 2009, 105-6; Graves-Brown 2010, 39. 

120. Aldred 1971, 19. 

121. Smith 1992; Grajetzki 2003, 66-83. 

122. First full publication: Winlock 1948; the whole tomb group is repub- 
lished in Lilyquist 2003. Lilyquist also reexcavated the tomb. 

123. Steindorff 1937, 199-200. 

124. Smith 1992, 220. 

125. Grajetzki 2003, 84-93. 

126. Budka 2010. 

127. Taylor 1999. 

128. Davis et al. 1908, 31-32. 

129. Aldred 1971, 233-35. 

130. Davis et al. 1908, 38-39. 

131. Davis et al. 1908, 43-44. 

132. Gauthier 1921, 21-27; on the burial in general: Aston 2009, 64-65; the 
pectoral is also depicted in Stierlin, Ziegler 1987, figs. 116-17. 

133. Compare the discussions of undisturbed Twenty-sixth Dynasty burials: 
Bares 1999, 26-27. 

134. Dunham 1963, 366-73. 

135. Lohwasser 2001, 167. 

136. Hodder 2006, 212. 

137. Bacus 2007. 

138. For example, in Middle Bronze Age Greece: Kilian-Dirlmeier 1997, 103; 
Iron Age Italy: Robb 2000, 51; Megiddo: Guy 1938, 170-71. 

139. Robb 2000, 51. 


220 NOTES TO PAGES 171-182 


140. Glob 1970, 17-98; Miiller-Karpe 1985, 126-35; compare more recently 
on gender: Harding 2000, 406. 

141. Guliaev 2003. 

142. Müller-Karpe 1979; Müller-Karpe 1985, 155-94. 

143. Taylor 1996, 68; compare Harrington 2007. 

144. Kenyon 1965, 577. 

145. Martin 1971, nos. 354, 475, 1107. 

146. Ben-Tor 2007, 121. 

147. Kenyon 1965, 315. 

148. Guy 1938, pls. 108-9, 118. 

149. Guy 1938, 57-58, pls. 26, 115. 

150. The burial is not yet fully published; compare for a summary: Matthiae 
1981, 206-14, pls. 46-49; Matthiae 1984, 24-25. 

151. Matthiae 2008a. 

152. Matthiae 2008b. 

153. The dating of the tombs is not certain; compare Lilyquist 1993, 41-44; 
Schiestl 2007, 265 n. 5. 

154. Schiestl 2007 (the remains of the Egyptian-style coffin were found in 
tomb I). 

155. Montet 1928, 143-48, 155-202. 

156. Woolley 1934, 73-91; a more recent view on the jewelry of the tomb is 
presented in Pittman 1998. 

157. Seager 1912 (the excavation report). 

158. Seager 1912, 30. 

159. Seager 1912, 31. 

160. Seager 1912, 32. 

161. Haller 1954, 123-48; Müller-Karpe 1985, 71-88. 

162. Benzel 2008. 

163. Reuther 1968, 172-73. 


CHAPTER 5 

1. See in general, for the tombs of queens in the Old and Middle Kingdoms, 
Janosi 1996. 

2. Davis 1904, 6-7 (canopic jars of the king’s son Amenemhat in the tomb of 
Thutmosis IV). 

3. Hornung 1995, 125; compare Gabolde 1998, 118-24. 

4. Kozloff, Bryan 1992, 43-44 (on the daughters and family of Amenhotep 
IID. 

5. Ziegler 1999a. 

6. Curto 1988, fig. 48; Ziegler 1999b, no. 7b. 


NOTES TO PAGES 182-188 221 


7. El Awady 2006. 

8. Stadelmann 1991, 195, 201. 

9. Sabbahy 1997. 

10. Compare in general Graves-Brown 2010, 135-36. 

11. Blackman 1953, pl. XV. 

12. Blackman 1953, pl. XV. 

13. Blackman 1953, pl. XII. 

14. Blackman 1953, pls. XI, XVII. 

15. Blackman 1953, pl. XVI. 

16. Staehelin 1978, 78 (Hathor is not named in the tomb, but there are many 
references to her). 

17. Petrie 1930, pls. 23-27 (all men shown are priests, sons of Wahka or fertil- 
ity figures). 

18. Gillam 1995; Graves-Brown 2010, 132-33. 

19. Fischer 1968, 52 n. 209. 

20. Troy 1986, 55. 

21. Troy 1986, 157; Gillam 1995, 231-32. 

22. Roth 2001, 304. 

23. Roth 2001, 339; Altenmiiller 1997, 15-19. 

24. Staehelin 1978, 81-82; Gillam 1995, 234. 

25. Kaiser 1983. 

26. Schiff Giorgini 1998, pls. 94-95, 127, 130, 131. 

27. Gohary 1992, pl. I. 

28. Naville 1892, pl. XVI. 

29. Kaiser 1987, fig. 4. 

30. Troy 1986, 59. 

31. Troy 1986, 89; king’s children appear also outside a ritual context, and 
here they could include boys; see also Roth 2001, 62 n. 339. “King’s children” in 
a ritual context and in administrative and biographical inscriptions seems to have 
different meanings. 

32. Troy 1986, 79-83. 

33. Kaiser 1983, 295. 

34. Kaiser 1983, 284. 

35. Troy 1985, 89-91; Kaiser 1983, 295. 

36. Kaiser 1983, 290. 

37. Schiff Giorgini 1998, pls. 94-95. 

38. Naville 1892, pls. II 10, II 13, IV bis, XVI. 

39. Naville 1892, pl. IV 1. 

40. Ben-Tor 2004, 23. 

41. Kaiser 1983, 284-85. 


pa 


222 NOTES TO PAGES 189-193 


APPENDIX 

1. Roth 2001, 217-20, 432-33; Jánosi 2010. 

2. Champollion 1824, 196-97, pl. X, 2; Roth 2001, 220-24. 

3. Simpson 1954, 267, pl. XX, fig. 2; Schmitz 1976, 191. 

4. Arnold 1992, 24-25, pls. 17c, 19b, 20a—c; Theis 2011a, 100-101 (no. 109). 

5. James 1974, 44 (104a), pl. XXXV. 

6. Hayes 1953, 176-77. 

7. Schmitz 1976, 190; Roth 2001, 433-34. 

8. Schmitz 1976, 192; Arnold 1992, 58, no. 23, pls. 70.23, 71a (23). 

9. Gardiner, Peet 1952, pl. XXI (71); Fay 1996, 47 (Amenemhat II is also 
mentioned in the inscription, so it remains an option that she was his daughter). 

10. Roth 2001, 242-45, 582, figs. 112, 113. 

11. Callender 2005, 212. 

12. Perdu 1977, 69-70. 

13. Stünkel 2006, 153-55. 

14. Stünkel 2006, 155-56. 

15. Perdu 1977 (list of sources). A further parallel for such an ambiguity is 
the name or title Semathor, three times attested in the late Middle Kingdom. 
Once it appears on coffin fragments found at Abydos (Grajetzki 2010, 6-7, the 
reference to Ranke 1935, 313, 24, there should be deleted—it is a misreading of 
a name and title by Ranke); once on a stela from Abydos in connection with the 
name Nebetiunet (Peet 1914, 113, pl. 24.3); and once on a stela from Thebes and 
connected with the name Sobekhotep (Bazin, el-Enany 2010, 10). The examples 
on these stelae might give the impression that Semathor was a title in the late 
Middle Kingdom, as Semathor is attested in the New Kingdom for royal women. 
However, the title indicates a close relationship to the king, not visible for these 
women. Furthermore, Horus/Hor appears rarely in titles of private individuals in 
the Middle Kingdom (see the list of titles in Ward 1986, 156-64, and Stefanović 
2009, passim; compare also the list in Troy 1986, 183-84, where the titles com- 
bined with Horus are royal). Therefore, I prefer to regard Semathor as a woman’s 
name. The two examples cited in connection with a second name might just refer 
to double names 

16. Cairo CG 382; CG 381 is an almost identical statue, but the original in- 
scriptions are not preserved; Schmitz 1976, 192. 

17. Borchardt 1899, 91. 

18. Borchardt 1899, 91. 

19. Stiinkel 2006, 149. 

20. Berlin 10.003: Borchardt 1899, 71. 

21. Arnold 2002, 118. 

22. Arnold 2002, 61-63, pl. 119. 

23. Theis 2011a, 82 (no. 88). 


NOTES TO PAGES 193-196 223 


24. Arnold 2002, 63-66. 

25. Ahrens 2010. 

26. Arnold 2002, 72. 

27. Arnold 2002, 72 (sarcophagus); de Morgan, 1895, 59, fig. 126 (canopic 
jars). 

28. Strouhal, Klir 2006, 142. 

29. Strouhal, Klir 2006, 141. 

30. Roth 2001, 440-41. 

31. de Morgan 1903, 105, fig. 154. 

32. Arnold 1987, 94. 


CHRONOLOGY 
1. The kings’ reigns of the Middle Kingdom are according to Detlef Franke 
in Hayes 1953 (reprint 1990), 401. 


This page intentionally left blank 


Egyptian Tombs and Excavation Reports 


The following are the tombs discussed in this book and their associated 


excavation reports. 
Queen Ahhotep 
von Bissing 1900. 


Ankhet, Lisht 
Arnold 1992, 54-58. 


King Awibre Hor 


de Morgan 1895, 87-106. 


Henutmehyt 
Taylor 1999. 


Hetepet, Saqqara 


Firth, Gunn 1926, 59-60. 


Ita, Dahshur 
de Morgan 1903, 50-55. 


Itaweret, Dahshur 
De Morgan 1903, 72-77. 


Kama, Tell Moqdam 
Gauthier 1921, 21-27. 


Khenmet, Dahshur 
de Morgan 1903, 55-68. 


Mayet 
Winlock 1921, 51-53; Winlock 
1942, 44-46. 


Menhata, Menuwai, Meruta 
Winlock 1948, Lilyquist 2003. 


Mereret, Dahshur 
de Morgan 1895, 64-72. 


Mernua 
Dunham 1963, 366-73. 


Neferuptah, Hawara 
Farag, Iskander 1971. 


226 BIBLIOGRAPHY OF TOMBS 


Nubhetepti-khered 
de Morgan 1895, 107-15. 


Renseneb (Thebes) 
Carnarvon, Carter 1912, 54-55. 


Sathathor, Dahshur 
de Morgan 1895, 60-44. 


Sathathoriunet, Lahun 
Brunton 1920; Petrie, Brunton, 
Murray 1923, 15-16. 


Sathathormeryt, Dahshur 
de Morgan 1903, 74-77. 


Satip, Dahshur 
de Morgan 1895, 35-37. 


Sawadjet was found at Riqqeh 
Engelbach 1915, 13, 19, 23-25. 


Seneb, Tomb 487 Beni Hassan 
Garstang 1907, 113-14, figs. 
102-7. 


Senebtisi, Lisht 
Mace, Winlock 1916. 


Weser and ‘Tanefert, Aniba 
Steindorff 1937, 199-200. 


ABYDOS 


Naqada tomb 
Frankfort 1930, 214, pl. XXX. 


‘Tomb 108 
Garstang 1902, 2. 


‘Tomb 1008 
Frankfort 1930, 219, pl. XX XVII. 


BUHEN 


‘Tomb K8 
Maclver, Woolley 1911, 200-201. 


GIZA 


Shaft 133 
Hassan 1932, 44. 


‘Tomb 294 
Hassan 1936, 139-50. 


HARAGEH 


Tomb 72 
Engelbach 1923, 14-15. 


‘Tomb 124 
Engelbach 1923, 15-16. 


Tomb 154 
Engelbach 1923, pl. LIX (tomb 
register). 


Tomb 357 
Engelbach 1923, pl. LXI (tomb 
register). 


BIBLIOGRAPHY OF TOMBS 227 


HU 


‘Tomb W 32 
Petrie 1901b, 43. 


KUBANIEH NORTH 
Tomb 15.1.1 
Junker 1920, 147. 


Naga ed-Deir, Tomb 1532 
Reisner 1908, 29-33, pls. 4-8. 


MATMAR 
‘Tomb 521 
Brunton 1948, 55, pl. XLII. 


‘Tomb 1316 
Brunton 1948, 36-37, pl. XL. 


QAU 


‘Tomb 1735 
Brunton 1927, 40; Brunton 1928, 
pl. LXVI. 


RIFEH 


Girl’s Tomb 
Petrie 1907, 13. 


RIOOEH 


Tomb 124 
Engelbach 1915, 11-13. 


SAQOARA, TETI PYRAMID 
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